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Analysis on Temporal and Spatial Differences of Online Attention to

China’s Island Tourism and Its Influencing Mechanisms

YAN Huimei, ZHANG Yuqing
(School of Grography, Liaoning Normal University, Dalian 116029, China)

Abstract: Research on island tourism holds great significance for the construction of marine ecological civilization, the transformation of island

livelihoods, and the sustainable development of island tourism. From the perspective of online attention, methods such as the seasonal intensity

index, inter-annual variation index and geographical concentration index were employed, based on Baidu Index data of online attention from

2014 to 2024, to reveal the temporal and spatial differentiation patterns of island tourism attention and its driving mechanisms. The findings are

as follows. In terms of time, the inter-annual change of online attention to island tourism shows an overall trend of first increasing and then

decreasing, and the quarterly change presents a “double peaks and double valleys” characteristic and seasonal variations exhibit a narrowing

trend. In terms of space, areas with extremely high attention are mainly distributed in coastal provinces, areas with high and medium attention

are primarily in central provinces, and areas with low attention are in western provinces. Regarding influencing factors, the level of economic

development and island tourism resources constitute the core driving factors. while the influence of traffic accessibility exhibits remarkable

particularity. The research conclusions provide a theoretical basis for off-peak marketing of island tourism destinations, seasonal product

development, and regional coordinated development, while enriching the research on online attention in the field of island tourism.

Keywords: island tourism; online attention; seasonality; time series; temporal and spatial differences
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