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Impact and Mechanism of Digital Rural Construction on Urban-Rural Common Prosperity

HUANG Dahu, Al Zhixuan

(School of Economics and Management, Hubei University of Arts and Science, Xiangyang 441053, China)

Abstract: Based on the panel data of provincial-level administrative regions in China from 2011 to 2023. the impact and mechanisms of digital

rural construction on urban-rural common prosperity were empirically examined. A two-way fixed effects model was constructed. It is shown

that digital rural construction significantly enhances the level of urban-rural common prosperity. The conclusion remains robust after core

variables are replaced and estimation methods are changed. It is found through mechanism analysis that agricultural technological progress and

rural labor transfer are two important mediating pathways. It is revealed through heterogeneity analysis that the marginal effect of digital rural

construction is stronger in the central and western regions, and that the effect is most prominent in areas with moderate-to-low levels of common

prosperity, exhibiting an inverted U-shaped characteristic of initial increase followed by decrease. Furthermore, it is demonstrated that digital

rural construction not only exerts a positive influence on urban-rural common prosperity locally but also benefits neighboring areas through

spatial spillover effects. Therefore, differentiated and dynamic development strategies should be formulated, the rural digitalization process

should be accelerated, regional coordination should be strengthened, and the spatial layout should be optimized.

Keywords: digital rural construction; agricultural technological progress; rural labor transfer; urban-rural common prosperity
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