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Measurement of Level of Urban New Quality Productivity and Improvement Paths

LI Ruixue

(School of Economics and Management, Quanzhou University of Information Engineering, Quanzhou 362000, China)

Abstract: New quality productivity is the core driving force of high-quality urban development. Based on the basic connotation of new quality
productivity, an evaluation index system was constructed from three aspects: new workers, new labor materials, and new labor objects. The
entropy method was employed to measure the development level of new quality productivity in 282 prefecture-level and above cities in China
from 2009 to 2021. Analyses were conducted from the national, provincial, and regional perspectives. The findings are as follows. The national
new quality productivity level continues to improve, and the three core elements show different performances. Provinces and cities present a
tiered development pattern of “head concentration, an eastern lead, a central catch-up, and a western and northeastern lag. ” Municipalities
directly under the central government hold an absolute lead; eastern coastal cities are particularly active; cities in the central, western, and
northeastern regions still face constraints due to factor shortages. Significant gradient differentiation is observed across the four major regions:
the east maintains its lead, the central region develops rapidly, the west pursues differentiated development, and the northeast remains lagging
behind. Furthermore, it is found that the three core elements suffer from structural imbalances, regional gradient differentiation continues to
intensify, and the transition from old to new industrial growth drivers is not smooth. Based on these findings, path suggestions are provided to
promote the development of new quality productivity according to local conditions.

Keywords: new quality productivity; entropy method; high-quality development
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