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Cultural Geographic Characteristics of Suzhou Town Names and Their Formation Mechanisms

WU Yifan, MENG Zhaoyi

(School of Geography, Surveying and Urban-Rural Planning, Jiangsu Normal University, Xuzhou 221116, China)

Abstract: The town names of Suzhou by integrating gazetteers, local chronicles and multi-source spatial data was examinated. Using methods

such as text analysis and kernel density analysis, their typological composition, spatial patterns and cultural-geographical characteristics were

systematically explored. The results indicate that hydrological elements play a dominant role in town naming, while architectural, economic,

and historical-cultural factors collectively contribute to a complex and multi-layered structure. Spatially, town names tend to cluster around

water networks and extend along transportation corridors.

In terms of cultural geography, they embody features of the water-town

environment, architectural landscapes, a canal-based economy, Wu cultural values, and the historical memory of clans and migration. The

study further reveals that these cultural-geographical characteristics are shaped by multiple driving forces, including the natural environment,

infrastructural development, economic accumulation, cultural connotations,

environment interactions and distinctive regional cultural landscape patterns,.

and social dynamics, ultimately reflecting notable human-

Keywords: Suzhou town names; cultural geographic characteristics; spatial distribution; formation mechanisms
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