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Impact of Contract Farming on the Income of Herdsmen in Grassland Pastoral Area:

Abstract;

evaluate the impact of contract farming participation on pastoralists’

Based on a Survey of 418 Herding Households in Inner Mongolia

Surigage, Baoyindureng

(School of Economic and Management, Inner Mongolia Agricultural University, Hohhot 010018, China)

Based on 418 household survey data from Inner Mongolia, this study an endogenous conversion regression model was employed to

net income under a counterfactual framework. Results demonstrate that

contract farming significantly enhances net income, evidenced by a statistically significant positive average treatment effect (ATT) and a notable

income increase (ATU) for non-participating households who opt in. These conclusions remain robust even after variable measurement methods

are adjusted. Mechanistic analysis reveals that contract farming primarily boosts income through increased livestock production inputs and

enhanced technical training. Heterogeneity analysis identifies households with higher household head education levels, fewer family laborers,

and smaller pasture management areas as the most beneficiaries, exhibiting particularly pronounced income growth effects. Practical insights are

provided for exploring sustainable income growth pathways and promoting high-quality development in pastoral regions.

Keywords: order agriculture; livestock income; endogenous transition model ;

heterogeneity analysis
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