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Policy Support for Integrating Foreign R&D Institutions into Innovation Ecosystems:
Foreign R&D Centers in Shanghai

MA Liang

(New Quality Productive Forces Promotion Center, Ministry of Science and Technology, Beijing 100010, China)

Abstract: Development practices of foreign R&.D institutions in Shanghai were examined, and their ecological niche within the local innovation
ecosystem and the evolutionary features of their supporting policy framework were systematically analyzed. It is revealed that through policy
guidance, Shanghai has constructed a comprehensive support system encompassing capital investment, talent cultivation, platform
empowerment, and factor mobility, making it the region with the largest concentration of foreign R&.D institutions in China while achieving
high-efficiency innovation performance. Nevertheless, amid a new landscape marked by escalating geopolitical risks and intensifying domestic
innovation ecosystem competition, the positioning and supportive environment of Shanghai-based foreign R&.D institutions are experiencing
dynamic shifts. Accordingly, systematic inward-and outward-oriented policy initiatives are proposed, including deepening institutional opening-
up, accelerating organizational localization, enhancing patent commercialization, and optimizing financial support, to sustain the stable,
integrated development of foreign R&.D institutions with the local ecosystem. thereby furnishing continuous impetus for Shanghai’ s
development into an international science and technology innovation center.

Keywords: foreign R&.D institutions; Shanghai International Science and Technology Innovation Center; open innovation; integrated

development; innovation ecosystem
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