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0.777) (1.099) (1.291) (11.133)
FEA KR 110 110 110 110
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Impact of Development of Digital Economy in RCEP Member Countries on

Technological Complexity of China’s Manufacturing Exports

TAN Yiming, CHENG Zixuan

(School of International Economics and Trade, Lanzhou University of Finance and Economics, Lanzhou 730101, China)

Abstract: Against the backdrop of globalization facing obstacles and regional economic integration accelerating, the establishment of the world’

s largest free trade area by the RCEP(Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership) provides new opportunities for the upgrading of China’

s manufacturing industry. Based on panel data from RCEP member countries from 2014 to 2023, an empirical analysis was conducted on the

impact mechanism of digital economy development in RCEP member countries on the technological complexity of China’s manufacturing exports

with a gravity model. The findings are as follows that the development of the digital economy in member countries significantly promotes the

technological complexity of China’ s manufacturing exports, and this effect is more pronounced in developed member countries. The

improvement of human capital and the reshaping of transaction costs are two key transmission paths for this effect. The empirical evidence can

are provided for implementing differentiated digital cooperation strategies and optimizing regional digital rules.

Keywords: digital economy; export technological sophistication; mediation effect; resource allocation
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