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Analyzing China’s Digital Village Policies: A Textual Study

through the Lens of an Instrument-objective Framework

WEI Jiahui, QIAO Shiyao, XU Xiuwen

(School of Law and Politic Administration, Hebei Normal University, Shijiazhuang 050024, China)

Abstract: With the aim of optimizing resource allocation in support of the effectiveness of China’s digital rural policies, based on the “Tool-
Targe” two-dimensional matrix was conducted. using the NVivol5 software in data analysis, 25 digital rural policy papers published by the
central government in China between 2019 and 2025 were systemly coded and quantitative analyzed. The findings highlight that structurally, in
the supply of tools, supply-side tools have been implemented. Environmental tools have been in supplementary roles, while demand-side tools
have been structurally weakened. With respect to policy targets, the central focus in all central policies has been governance, while promoting
agricultural modernization and promoting rural modernization have been structurally balanced. However, insufficient supply has been noted in
some central policy targets. In demand-side tools, insufficient guidance has been noted. In the coordination of tool combinations. insufficient
supply has been noted with insufficient in-depth support, enhancing steering through farmers.

Keywords: digital village; policy instruments; policy text analysis
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