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Impact of Rural-urban Migrants’ Happiness on Labor Supply :
An Empirical Analysis Based on CHIP Data

WANG Xiuzhi, GUO Chuyan

(School of Economics & Management, Nanchang Hangkong University, Nanchang 330063, China)

Abstract: Based on the data from the China Household Income Project (CHIP) in 2013 and 2018, the impact of happiness on the labor supply

of rural-urban migrants was explored. The findings reveal that happiness significantly negatively affects the labor supply of rural-urban

migrants, and enhancing happiness helps alleviate their overwork. This effect exhibits notable group heterogeneity, being more pronounced

among males, younger individuals, and those with lower education levels. Mechanism analysis indicates that increased happiness primarily

strengthens individuals’ positive expectations for future income, thereby reducing their tendency to overwork. Therefore, measures such as

strengthening social support, formulating differentiated policies and promoting economic restructuring and income distribution optimization

should be adopted to enhance the happiness of migrants, facilitate a reasonable balance in their labor supply and improving their well-being.

Keywords: rural-urban migrants; happiness; labor supply
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