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How Does Intellectual Capital Configuration Empower Policy Influence
of University Think Tanks? A fsQCA-based Empirical Study

JU Jia

(Capital Lifelong Education Research Base. Beijing Open University. Beijing 100081, China)

Abstract: As a pivotal organizational form of China’s new-style think tanks with Chinese characteristics, university-affiliated think tanks have

made substantial intellectual contributions to national will implementation and policy formulation. Currently in a golden era of development,

these institutions nevertheless face the pressing challenge of addressing the “high quantity but low efficacy” dilemma in policy advisory services.

Through both theoretical construction and empirical validation, the inherent congruence between the intellectual capital framework and the

operational mechanisms of university think tanks was systematically demonstrated. By developing a tri-dimensional analytical framework

encompassing “human-structural-social” intellectual capital and applying fuzzy-set qualitative comparative analysis ({sQCA) to examine 18

Beijing-based university think tanks. The study identifies three archetypal models for enhancing think tank impact such as knowledge-network-

driven model, knowledge-internalization-feedback model and knowledge-linkage-empowerment model. It confirms disciplinary advantage as a

core element, while demonstrating context-dependent effectiveness through combinatorial alignment with intellectual capital configurations.

These findings not merely extend the application of intellectual capital theory in policy sciences, but also provide implementable strategy

frameworks for tailored think tank development, offering actionable insights for enhancing policy advisory functions.

Keywords: university think tanks; policy influence; intellectual capital; fSQCA
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