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The Role of Data Workers in Interregional Income Gaps: Bridging or Widening?

GAO Li, ZHANG Yi

(School of Economics and Management, China University of Petroleum (Beijing) , Beijing 100249, China)

Abstract: The fusion of data and labor factors has given rise to data workers, and the emergence of this new group has created a new path to

improve the pattern of income distribution and regional development imbalance. Based on the panel data of 31 provinces in China from 2014 to

2022, the effect of data laborers on the inter-regional income gap and the mechanism of its action were systematically examined. It is found that

data workers can bridge the inter-regional income gap, and this result still holds after a series of endogeneity tests and robustness tests. In the

mechanism analysis, the mediating effects of inter-industry income gap and technological progress are tested, which confirms that they can serve

as the mediating variables of data workers” influence on the inter-regional income gap. In the eastern region, the urbanization level and the

marketization of the more advanced regions, data laborers can release greater digital dividends, and the effect of their increased size on the

reduction of inter-regional income gap is more obvious. New theoretical perspectives and policy insights on how new types of laborers affect

income disparity in the era of digital economy are provided.

Keywords: data laborers; data elements; income gap; interregional income disparities
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