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Mechanism and Pathways of Digital Economy Empowering Rural Industrial

Revitalization in Wuling Mountain Area

ZHAI Yusheng, KONG Xiangying

(School of Economics and Management. Tongren University, Tongren 554300, China)

Abstract: Developing rural digital economy and leading agricultural digital transformation are key driving forces for rural industrial
revitalization. 11 prefecture-level cities in the Wuling Mountain Area were selected as the study region, and the mechanisms through which the
digital economy empowers rural industrial revitalization were systematically explored. The results show that the digital economy unleashes its
empowering effect through data sharing and technology diffusion, promotes the flow and efficient integration of urban-rural resources, fosters
new rural business formats, and vigorously drives the development of rural productivity. Urban-rural integration and industrial structure
upgrading play mediating roles in the empowerment of rural industrial revitalization by the digital economy, forming the main influencing
pathways of “digital economy —> industrial structure upgrading — rural industrial revitalization” and “digital economy —> industrial structure
upgrading — urban-rural integration — rural industrial revitalization. ” Significant regional and industrial differences exist in the empowerment
of rural industrial revitalization by the digital economy, with characteristic agriculture and rural cultural tourism industries showing better
empowerment effects. Therefore, it is necessary to build mountainous characteristic agricultural industrial clusters, promote the digital
transformation of characteristic industries, enhance urban-rural integration, strengthen differentiated development, and improve the policy
support system.

Keywords: digital economy; rural industrial revitalization; empowerment pathways; Wuling Mountain Area
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