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Configuration Analysis of Impact of Cooperative Organizational

Forms on Herder Well-being

FAN Rui, YANG Xiao

(School of Economics and Management. Inner Mongolia University of Technology, Hohhot 010051, China)

Abstract: Based on the TOE (organization-environment-technology) framework and the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment well-being
framework, the configuration effects of cooperative organizational forms on herder well-being in pastoral areas of Inner Mongolia were
investigated. Data from 70 farmers’ and herders’ cooperatives were used, and the entropy weight method and fuzzy-set qualitative comparative
analysis (fsQCA) were applied to analyze the synergistic impacts of technical, organizational, and environmental dimensions. The findings
indicate that no single factor is a necessary condition for high well-being; instead, multiple configurations of factors lead to high well-being
outcomes. Three distinct pathways to high well-being are identified: democratic governance and infrastructure-led, synergistic reinforcement,
and core compensation. Among these, democratic management and infrastructure modernization emerge as core conditions. In contrast, low
well-being is primarily driven by the absence of technical support and the accumulation of multidimensional deficiencies. The results reveal that
the complex, equifinal causal mechanisms through which cooperatives enhance herder well-being and offers theoretical and practical insights for
optimizing cooperative policies in pastoral areas.

Keywords: cooperative organizational form; herder well-being; fuzzy-set qualitative comparative analysis(fsSQCA); entropy weight method
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