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Entrepreneurial Activity, Industrial Structure Upgrading
and County-level Economic Development: An Empirical

Analysis Based on County-level Data from Guangxi

ZHAO Yu, YANG Yuxi

(School of Business, Guilin University of Technology, Guilin 541004, China)

Abstract: Entrepreneurial activities, as a vital driving force for regional economic development, are of great significance to the high-quality
development of border and ethnic minority areas. However, the driving mechanism and realization path of entrepreneurial activities in relatively
backward regions still need in-depth research. Based on this. taking the data of 85 counties in Guangxi from 2014 to 2022 as samples. the
impact of entrepreneurial activities on economic development and the intermediary mechanism was empirically examined. The research finds that
entrepreneurial activities can significantly promote the economic development of counties in Guangxi, and this conclusion remains valid after
robustness tests and endogeneity treatments. Industrial structure upgrading plays an important intermediary role between the two. In addition,
the entrepreneurial effect has regional heterogeneity, and its promoting effect on counties in the Beibu Gulf Economic Zone is more significant.
Based on the conclusions, policy implications are proposed from the aspects of government support, entrepreneurial subjects and county
development, providing references for optimizing the entrepreneurial environment in Guangxi counties, promoting industrial upgrading and
achieving high-quality economic development.

Keywords: entrepreneurial activity; county-level economy; industrial structure upgrading; economic development
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