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Trajectory and Logic of the Institutional Transition from the Management System of

Chinese Nature Reserves to the National Park System:

From the Perspective of Institutional Change

LU Qijia, YUAN Qiyue

(School of Public Administration, Xi’an University of Architecture and Technology. Xi’an 710000, China)

Abstract: From the theoretical perspective of institutional change, taking Sanjiangyuan National Park as a typical case, the historical trajectory

of the gradual institutional transition was meticulously combed from the management system of Sanjiangyuan Nature Reserve to the national

park system, the key driving factors in this transformation process were deeply analyzed, and logical characteristics implied in the construction

of the nature reserve system with national parks as the mainstay were summarized. The result shows that the institutional evolution of

Sanjiangyuan Nature Reserve has gone through three important stages.

In different historical periods. the interaction among various

stakeholders have driven institutional change, exhibiting the dual characteristics of progressive compulsoriness and inducement.

Keywords: nature reserve; national park; institutional change; driving forces of change; Sanjiangyuan
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