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Employment of Highly Skilled Labor Drives Innovation Performance of Manufacturing

Industry: Empirical Analysis of Path of Digital Transformation

ZUQO Wei, PENG Qiuping

(College of Economics and Management, South China Agricultural University. Guangzhou 510642, China)

Abstract: Based on the data of 3,192 manufacturing listed companies on the Shanghai and Shenzhen A-share markets from 2015 to 2023,

explores the path of the impact of high-skilled labor employment in enterprises on innovation performance. The results show that the

employment of highly skilled labor significantly improves the innovation performance of enterprises. Furthermore, the digital transformation of

enterprises plays a partial mediating role in this process. Further research finds that the IT (information technology) background of senior

executives can enhance the promoting effect of high-skilled labor on innovation performance. Heterogeneity analysis shows that the above-

mentioned effects are significant in non-state-owned enterprises and technology and capital-intensive industries.

Keywords: employment of highly skilled labor force; enterprise innovation performance; digital transformation; executive IT (information

technology) background
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