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Research on the Development of China’s Technology Trade

ZHU Xueting, LIU Guanghao, JI Xiang

(Institute of Policy & Economics, China Academy of Information & Communications Technology. Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract: Under the current circumstances of intensifying major power competition, escalating tariff disputes and intensified technological

containment by the West against China, promoting technology trade is of great significance for acquiring global advanced technologies and

expanding global market share. It also serves as a crucial measure for China to counteract decoupling and supply chain disruptions while

safeguarding national security. Based on a comprehensive analysis of the latest publicly available data from sources including the China

Commerce Yearbook, China Statistical Yearbook on Science and Technology, Chinese Research Data Services Platform, and UN Comtrade

Database. three major trends in China’s technology trade over the past decade were identified, such as a shift from trade deficit to surplus, a

transition from “hard” to “soft” trade forms and concentration of trading partners. At the same time. several issues and challenges are

observed. The proportion of technology trade within the overall trade structure remains relatively low. There is high external dependence on

key equipment and materials manufacturing. Technology trade partnerships are overly concentrated, and the management policy system is

insufficiently developed with inadequate strategic coordination. It is suggested that China should continuously improve the top-level design of the

policy system, strengthen strategic coordination, enhance the resilience of the technology chain through innovation, further optimize the

development environment for technology trade, steadily expand its network of technology trade partnerships, and promote the high-quality

development of technology trade.

Keywords: technology trade; three major trends; technological dependence; policy design
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