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Analysis of Regional Differences in Level of Opening-up in China’s Border Regions

LIAO Lehuan, WANG Run

(School of Economics and Management, Yunnan Nationalities University, Kunming 650504, China)

Abstract: China’s border economies enter a new phase, necessitating adherence to open development under the new normal. Based on panel

data from nine border provinces from 2012 to 2022, it is found that the level of openness in border regions exhibits a distinct gradient,

significant differences exist between the three major regions of Northeast, Northwest, and Southwest, with cumulative effects, significant

inter-provincial disparities within regions, with path dependence, and multiple causes of these differences. To this end, we should deepen

integration with neighboring countries and promote coordinated regional development,adhere to innovation-driven development to enhance open

competitiveness; optimize the industrial structure and promote factor aggregation; and, at the same time, build a high-level opening-up system,

improve supporting policies, and enhance resilience to promote high-quality development of the border economies.

Keywords: border regions; open development; Theil index
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