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Research on Pathways of Regional Cultural Integration Driving Highway Service Areas to
Empower County-level Economies: Based on Urban-rural Gap Dynamics
and QCA Analysis in Inner Mongolia

CHEN Kai
(Inner MongoliaBranch, CCB Engineering Consulting Co. Ltd. ., Hohhot 010000, China)

Abstract: As a vital component of expressways, the integration of service areas with regional culture has become a critical focus for the high-
quality development of expressway networks. From the perspective of urban-rural gap dynamics, qualitative comparative analysis (QCA) was
employed to examine the relationship between regionally-culturally integrated highway service areas and county-level economic development in
Inner Mongolia. The results indicate that service areas with a high degree of regional cultural integration significantly promote county-level
economic growth, Furthermore, through analyzing the effects of service areas on resource agglomeration, hub economy and high-quality
services, this research elucidates the fundamental pathways through which the fusion of regional culture and highway service areas fosters
county-level economic development. Based on these findings and developmental pathways. strategic recommendations for optimizing highway
service areas are proposed.

Keywords: regional culture; urban-rural gap; highway service area; county-level economy; strategy

183



