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Grounded Theoretical Research on the Developmental Stages of

Distinguished Scientists’ Academic Interests

DU Xuemin', LIU Yang®
(1. Psychological Quality Education Center, University of Science and Technology, Beijing 100083, China;

2. School of Teacher Development, Chongqing University of Education, Chongging 400065, China)

Abstract: The cultivation of top innovative talents urgently requires adherence to the developmental laws of academic interest. Focusing on

Yuan Longping, who is the “Father of Hybrid Rice”, grounded theory was employed to perform three-level coding of his biographies and media

reports, aiming to deeply analyze the stages and influencing factors of his academic interest development. The findings reveal three stages of

academic interest including the Emergence Stage. the Development Stage and the Enthusiasm Stage. The Emergence Stage is characterized by

the individual’s desire to research, influenced by factors such as conflict, novelty, trauma and hope. The Development Stage involves the

selection of research direction based on practice and evaluation, influenced by personal choices, investment and goals. The Enthusiasm Stage is

marked by the deep conviction in the value of the research, which integrates with the individual’s life meaning and is closely related to key

support and reinforcement from interim achievements. A three-stage correspondence principle of academic interest are proposed, that is the

Emergence Stage corresponds with situational stimulation, the Development Stage corresponds with individual evaluation and the Enthusiasm

Stage corresponds with life meaning.

Keywords: Yuan Longping; academic interest; three stages; double evaluation; double binding
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