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Analysis of the Evolution and Frontier Trends in Debut

Economy Research Based on CiteSpace

CHEN Hongxin, SU Linxiao, WANG Chao, WU Di, LI Yuan, GE Ge, FU Qingging

(School of Mathematics and Statistics, Anyang Normal University, Anyang 455000, China)

Abstract: As a new economic form driving consumption upgrading, promoting industrial innovation and enhancing urban competitiveness, the
Debut Economy holds critical strategic value in serving the process of Chinese-style modernization. Based on 718 publications from the China
National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKD from 2019 and 2025, CiteSpace 6. 4. R1 was employed for visual analysis, systematically reviewing
the evolution and frontier trends of Debut Economy research within the theoretical framework of “Three Breaks and Three Establishments” and
the logical system of “What-Why Develop- How to Develop-Value Proposition”. The results indicate that the publication volume in this field has
gone through three stages: “budding accumulation-preliminary development-rapid growth”, Research entities exhibit a pattern of “local
concentration but overall dispersion”, with no cross-regional collaboration network yet formed. Research hotspots revolve around a four-
dimensional framework: “Debut Store Economy as a Carrier-Consumption Upgrading as a Driver-Industrial Transformation as an Enabler-
Digital Scenario Innovation”, which aligns closely with the “Three Breaks and Three Establishments” mechanism. Frontier trends point to three
major directions such as value upgrading. digital-physical integration and scenario expansion. The study suggests that future efforts should
strengthen cross-entity collaboration, deepen the regional adaptability of the “Three Breaks and Three Establishments” mechanism, and explore
pathways for integrating new quality productive forces and constructing long-term ecosystems, thereby providing theoretical support and
practical guidance for the high-quality development of the Debut Economy.

Keywords: debut economy; first-store economy; CiteSpace; “Three Breaks and Three Establishments” mechanism; visual analysis
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