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Impact of Rural Population Changes on Urban-rural Integration in Hunan Province

LEI Wen, LIU Xinhua
(School of Geographical Sciences, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410006, China)

Abstract: Urban-rural integration is an inevitable requirement for achieving modernization with Chinese characteristics. Population, as a

fundamental element, has a significant impact on urban-rural integration. Based on the county-level panel data of Hunan Province from 2010 to

2021, this study used the coupling coordination model to measure the level of urban-rural integration. Furthermore, mechanism analysis was

employed to explore the impact of rural population changes on urban-rural integration in Hunan Province. The research findings indicate that

there is a negative relationship between rural population changes and urban-rural integration, and rural population shrinkage promotes urban-

rural integration. The analysis of moderating variables shows that government fiscal expenditure and industrial upgrading can enhance the

promoting effect of rural population shrinkage on urban-rural integration.
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