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Digital Economy and Common Prosperity: A Quasi-natural Experiment Based on

National-level Comprehensive Big Data Pilot Zones

DUAN Weihua, GE Jianlong

(School of Business, North Minzu University, Yinchuan 750021, China)

Abstract: In the high-quality development stage, the data economy has become an important tool for achieving common prosperity. Using
provincial panel data from 2011 to 2021 and treating the implementation of national-level big data pilot zones as a quasi-natural experiment, the
policy’s impact on common prosperity was analyzed through a difference-in-differences approach. The results show that the policy significantly
promotes the process of common prosperity. Further analysis reveals that the policy’s effect is more pronounced in western regions and large
cities, with labor productivity acting as a mediator in this process.

Keywords: digital economy; common prosperity; difference-in-differences (DID)
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