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MESSAGE FOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY REVIEW

| am honored to have been invited to write this message for the readers of the first issue of Science and Technology Review.
A journal which has as its primary aim to further the goal of scientific and technological exchange between the United States and
the People’s Republic of China is a most worthy enterprise. | know it will receive the enthusiastic support of American scientists
and engineers, and hope it will be widely read by our colteagues in the PRC.

Exchanges of scientific knowledge are the principal tools through which peoples and nations advance themselves. They hold
the key not only to the understanding of nature but to working with her to meet human needs and to raise living standards
through the process of technological development. .

The people’s Republic of China is now engaged in a program to accelerate her technological development. An important
part of that program lies in an increase of scientific and technological exchanges with other nations. We in the United States
are pleased to be playing a leading role in those exchanges. The Agreement on Cooperation in Science and Technology, signed
in the White House on January 31, 1979, by Vice Premier Deng Xaioping and President Carter has resulted in the signing to
date of protocols covering cooperation in ten different areas of science and technology agriculture, space technology, exchange
of students and scholars, high energy physics, health, management of science and technology, metrology and standards,
atmospheric science, marine science, and hydroelectric power and water resources management. :

Many exchanges of visits between leadirtg scientists and high officials of the United States and the People’s Republic of China
have taken place in the preparation of our plans to cooperate in these areas of science and technology. In July of 1978, { led a

delegation of Presidential appointees in science and technology to Beijing. The purpose of that visit was to establish a framework

within which our scientific and technological relationships, through both private and government channels, could flourish. We
met with Vice Premier Deng Xiaoping and Vice Premier Fang Yi who heads China’s State Scientific and Technical Commission.
That visit was succeeded during the following months by additional visits to China by our Secretaries of Energy, Commerce and
Agriculture, and the Administrator of our National Aeronautics and Space Administration. Along with these visits, meetings
were held by working groups from both our countries to plan the details of the cooperative efforts to be pursued under proposed
agreements.

Since the signing of the agreements, further meetings have taken place, more are planned, and actual exchanges are underway.
Among the first of these has been an exchange of students and scholars. A number of Chinese students are now studying in U.S.
universities, with more to follow, and several U.S. schotars have arrived in China to pursue study and research in your country,
Various delegations of scientists, representing scientific organizations in several fields, notably chemistry, biology, botany,
space technodlogy, and education, have conducted visits and laid plans for exchanges of information and cooperation in research,

A US. — PRC Joint Commission on Cooperation in Science and Technology has been created to pursue the exchanges
sanctioned by our government agreements. That Joint Commission will hold its first meeting in January 1980 in Beijing.

We see all this activity as just the beginning of a major program of cooperation in science and technology between our two
countries. We have much to learn from each other that will be mutually beneficial. Your country has already acknowledged the
value of our space technology, and the science and technology underlying our systems of energy, agriculture and industrial
production toward your plans for modernization. At the same time, we have much to learn from your experiences in such fields
as plant genetics, pharmacology, aquaculture and other areas. The future of our cooperation in all these endeavors will strengthen
both science and technology and the bonds between our countries.

During his visit to the U.S. to sign our Agreements on Cooperation in Science arid Technology, Vice Premier Fang Yi said;

"“Science is a common heritage of mankind. In the history of science, was there any great discovery or invention that came
about without the simultaneous exploratory efforts of scientists of different nationalities and countries? ”

Vice Premier Deng Xaioping stated to President Carter at the signing ceremony :

"It is my belief that extensive contacts and cooperation among nations and increased interchanges and understanding
between peoples will make the world we live in more safe, more stable and more peaceful.”

We in the science and technology community of the United States agree wholeheartedly with both these sentiments, and
look forward to a long and productive period of cooperation and exchange in science and technology with our colleagues of
the People’s Republic of China.

Dr. Frank Press
Science and Technology Adviser
to the President of the United States



