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CHARACTERISTICS OF EAST ASIAN SUMMER
MONSOON IN 2003

ZHU Yan—feng ZHAI Pan—-mao ZHANG Xiuzhi
(National Climate Center, CMA, Beijing 100081 ,China)

Abstract: Characteristics of East Asian Monsoon and rainfall over eastern China in 2003 summer and their relationship had been
discussed based on NMC (National Meteorological Center) reanalysis data and stations precipitation in 2003. Results showed that: 1)
The southwest monsoon entered the South SCS  (South China Sea) on the fifth pentad of May and it onset over all the SCS was on the
first pentad of June 2003, which was later than normal year. Intensity of SCS summer monsoon was also weaker than normal. 2)
Northwest Pacific Subtropical High (NPSH) was stronger than normal and extended westward remarkably in 2003 summer. Ridge of
subtropical high steadily located nearby 250N and extended westward during the period from the last dekad of June to middle dekad
of July, leading to serious droughts in the South China. Southerly transported moisture from SCS to the Huaihe basin was main sources
of the precipitation over this region while summer monsoon reached areas between the Yangtze and the Huaihe rivers.
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