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Abstract: The Emergency Events Database (EM-DAT) is one of the most important free international database, used widely in
international disaster management and research community. This paper introduces the creation and characteristic of EM-DAT
database, the criteria, type and content of the data contained at first, including the procedure and method, and some extant
questions of this database. Secondly, the applications of the EM -DAT in The Hotspots Indexing Project (Hotspots) and The
Disaster Risk Indexing Project (DRI) have been analyzed. Finally, this paper carried on preliminary research on the flood disaster
characteristic in Asia during 1976-2005 years on the base of this database.
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for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, OCHA )
(United Nations Integrated
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(United Nations World Food Pro-
gramme , WFP)
(United Nations Environment Pro-
gramme , UNEP)
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(Food and Agriculture Organiza-
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(Asian Disaster Reduction Center, ADRC)
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(Office of US Foreign Dis-
aster Assistance, OFDA)
(United States Geological Survey, US-
GS)
(Smithsonian)
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and Oceans, DFO)
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vention, CDC)

(International Federation of Red Cross,IFRC)
(Red Crescent)

(World Bank)
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(Swiss Re)
(Miinch Re)

(Association for Financial Professionals, AFP)
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Table 2 List of disaster types as recorded in EM-DAT
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Fig. 1 Data entry methodology
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Table 3 EM-DAT disaster records with information on location (1980-2000)
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Table 4 Flood disaster records with information in Asia: 1976-2005
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Fig. 2 Annual number of flood disasters, killed, total affected and total economic
damage reported in Asia: 1976-2005
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