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Abstract: In this paper, we report our researches into the changes of nm23, SI00A4 and p53 between the primary tumor and the metastases of
gastric cancer by immunohistochemistry and polymerase chain reaction single—strand conformation polymorphisms (PCR-SSCP), as well as the
role of heterogeneity in the process of metastasis of gastric cancer. The results revealed lower expression of nm23 and higher expression of
S100A4 in the metastases than in the primary tumor. No difference of p53 between the two groups was found. Down—expression of nm23 and
overexpression of SI00A4 and p53 were related to distant metastasis of gastric cancer. The results suggested that nm23 and S100A4 play a
critical role in the process of metastasis and that p53 is a late event of gastric cancer.
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Tbl. 2 Relationships among biological characteristics of gastric cancer and nm23,
p53 and S100A4 staining and combined genotypes
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