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The intellectual legacy of naturalist Wallace: To commemorate the
200th anniversary of Alfred Russel Wallace's birth and the 110th

anniversary of his death
KANG Min', LI Gengrun™

1. School of Asian Studies, Beijing Foreign Studies University, Beijing 100089, China
2. Center for Southeast Asian Studies, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 48109, USA

Abstract As 2023 marks the 200th anniversary of the birth and the 110th anniversary of the death of Alfred Russel Wallace, the
best way to commemorate Wallace is to review and promote his intellectual legacy. Based on a brief review of Wallace's important
achievements in natural science, this paper takes a close reading of the text and case study as the main research methods, focusing
on his characteristic spirit of sacrifice in pursuit of truth despite obstacles, his methodological attitude of persisting in field
expedition, and his innovative spirit of challenging authority. At the same time, it also shows that Wallace, as a utopian socialist with
a high sense of social responsibility, has integrated scientific requirements with ethical requirements. His scientific spirit and
humanistic care is the most valuable intellectual legacy for posterity.

Keywords Alfred Russel Wallace; The Malay Archipelago; spirit of science; naturalist; social justice
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