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Multiple footprints of virologist Chen—Hsiang Huang: From virus culture
to the disease control defence line in China

DIAO Jialin', ZHANG Lu', XIANG Qiangyu', LIU Huan"”

1. Department of History of Science and Scientific Archaeology, University of Science and Technology of China, Hefei 230026, China
2. State Key Laboratory of Virology, Wuhan 430072, China

Abstract Chen—Hsiang Huang (1910-1987), a renowned medical scientist and virologist, was one of the principal founders of modern
virology in China and a member of the Chinese Academy of Sciences. In his early career, Professor Huang pioneered the technique of in
vitro tissue culture for viruses internationally, laying the methodological foundation for the global leap in virology from qualitative to
quantitative research. After returning to China, he devoted his life to fundamental and applied research in virology. His globally acclaimed
achievements included establishing the etiology and epidemiology of epidemic Japanese encephalitis, developing and promoting live
attenuated measles vaccines, and pioneering explorations in viral immunology and tumor biotherapy during his later years. As an
outstanding scientist and educator, Chen—Hsiang Huang not only built a scientific defense for safeguarding the health and lives of the
nation through his outstanding research achievements but also mentored a large number of key medical professionals. More importantly,
with his rigorous, pragmatic, and pioneering scholarly attitude, as well as his noble character of unwavering dedication to the country and
willingness to contribute, he vividly embodied the spirit of Chinese scientists and erected an immortal monument in the field of Chinese
virology.

Keywords Chen—Hsiang Huang; Japanese encephalitis; virology; measles virus; history of science and technology
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