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Anchoring a scientific life in the needs of the nation: Hou Yunde's 27-year

journey to join the Communist Party of China (CPC)

LI Runhong', QI Wenxiu®

1. School of Health Humanities, Peking University, Beijing 100191, China
2. Department of Philosophy, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China

Abstract Using the two documents related to his application for membership in the Communist Party of China (CPC) of Hou Yunde,
academician of the Chinese Academy of Engineering, as the primary historical sources, supplemented by research articles, award
documentation, and interview accounts, this study employs close textual reading in combination with a sociology—of—science approach to
examine how his party convictions informed key choices in his scientific career. The article shows that Hou closely tied his scholarly life
to national needs, oriented his work toward "what the country requires and the people expect" and consistently advanced a "science for the

people" agenda through industrial translation.
Keywords Hou Yunde; scientists’ spirit; history of science; Party building
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