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Analysis of the cooperation mechanism between SpaceX and the US
government and its implications for China

LU Junxian, QIAO Xiaofei’, GAO Ce

Institute for History of Science and Technology, Shanxi University, Taiyuan 030006, China

Abstract This study uses SpaceX and the US government as examples. It looks at their cooperation in three areas: policy, where the
government shapes SpaceX in many ways and SpaceX connects with government policies in multiple dimensions; technology, marked by
comprehensive government support and SpaceX’s contributions across various fields; and funding, involving three key government aids
and three major returns from SpaceX. Based on the analysis findings, this study proposes multiple policy recommendations, including
establishing appropriate cooperation platforms, piloting a contract outsourcing model, and strengthening collaboration between
government and enterprise entities across the industrial chain. These recommendations aim to provide valuable insights and references for
enhancing government—enterprise collaboration in China’s aerospace sector.
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