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mechanism of the US National Research Council

MENG Hongfei', WAN Jinbo>*, BAI Guangzu'", CHEN Chun', WANG Qiang', LI Yan', WANG Weiying*

1. Northwest Institute of Eco—Environment and Resources, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Lanzhou 730000, China
2. Institutes of Science and Development, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190, China
3. School of Public Policy and Management, University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China

4. China Research Institute for Science Popularization, Beijing 100081, China

Abstract This paper summarizes the consultative topic selection mechanism of the National Research Council of the United
States and the characteristics of the research organization mechanism and process. Most of the consultative topic selections of the
National Research Council of the United States are compound, mainly concentrated on behavioral and social sciences, biology
and life sciences, computer and information technology, conflict, security, etc. The mechanism has played an effective role in
serving America’s national needs, laying out priorities, and eliminating racial discrimination. Combined with specific topic
selection cases, the strategic policy type, prospective reserve type, and emergency focus type topic selections are analyzed.
Finally, several enlightenments for Chinese think tank research topic selection and organization are presented. First, we should
focus on national needs, respond to social concerns. Second, we should expand international cooperation and make China’s voice
heard. Third, we should pay attention to science communication and advocate the value of science. Fourth, we should standardize
the research process to ensure objectivity and credibility. Fifth, we should innovate think tank methods and improve research
efficiency.
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