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Basic research holds the key for successful cancer

prevention and treatment

ZHANG Yun, LIU Zhihua

State Key Laboratory of Molecular Oncology, National Cancer Center/National Clinical Research Center for Cancer/Cancer

Hospital, Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences and Peking Union Medical College, Beijing 100021, China

Abstract Cancer is one of the major health challenges worldwide. It is in urgent need to develop new technologies, new
medicine, and new strategies to prevent and treat cancer. Cancer research is one key area in today’ s global scientific
competition. Importantly, basic research holds the key for successful cancer prevention and treatment. It is the major reason why
we are behind the world—class level in developing novel cancer targets and drugs. In order to promote cancer prevention and
treatment in the new era, we should pay special attention to cancer basic research. High-level cancer basic research could be
supported through stable financial funding, wise project setting, improved industry—university—research cooperation mechanisms,

and effective international cooperation.
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