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Two schools of big data research and two types of big data:
A case study

XUE Yonghong', DONG Chunyu®

1.College of Science, North China University of Science and Technology, Sanhe 065201, China
2. College of Philosophy, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China

Abstract 1In the research of big data, two distinct and diametrically opposed academic schools have emerged, namely radicalism
and conservatism. Through an analysis of two typical cases, this article finds that the so—called “big data” actually refers to two
types of “big data”, one is to study data in a scientific way, and the other is to study science in a data way. It is the existence of
the two types of big data that forms the two camps of activism and conservatism. The types of big data and their significant
difference are the reasons of the formation of radicalism and conservatism camps. On the basis of summarizing the characteristics
of the two kinds of big data, this paper puts forward the only approach that may eliminate the antagonism and confusion and
push the big data research further.
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