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On China's science and technology system from the new
comparative view

REN Anbo

Department for the History of Science and Scientific Archaeology, University of Science and Technology of China, Hefei 230026,
China

Abstract The effectiveness of any country’s scientific and technological innovation is closely related to its science and
technology system. To judge the system of science and technology often needs to use a comparative view. The two traditional
views of comparison (foreign coordinates and China standard) focus on the science and technology system but ignore cultural
differences, bringing errors to evaluation results. The new comparative view of cultural manifold is more suitable for judging
China's science and technology system. China’s highly centralized science and technology system is closely related to the
historical tradition of it's unification and scientific and technological achievements in the periods of socialist revolution and
construction. A scientific system that is supported by the state and centralized on a large scale is compatible with the
characteristics of modern science and technology. It is also an important measure to deepen the reform of science and technology
system and implement an asymmetric catching—up strategy.

Keywords reform of science and technology system; new comparative view; big science; asymmetric catching—up strategy
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