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Content evolution of emergency science popularization articles
during COVID-19 epidemic: Based on the method of co-word analysis

YANG Jiaying, ZHENG Nian®
China Research Institute for Science Popularization, Beijing 100081, China

Abstract In order to study the content evolution characteristics of emergency science popularization articles during COVID-19
epidemic, articles of WeChat official account Science_China, DingXiangYiSheng, zgjkdt, yjglbwx from January to February 29th
2020 are taken as the research object. This paper extracts the key words of emergency science popularization articles and
analyzes the network characteristics of the key words of the articles in four time periods using the method of co—word analysis. It
is found that the main content of emergency science popularization is protection, with masks, frequent hand—washing, ventilation
and health monitoring as the main protective measures, and less—going—out as the main suggestions. Besides general WeChat
users, science popularization content is also aimed at specific groups. With the epidemic being gradually under control, the
derivative words related to protective measures gradually become less, less—going—out becomes less—aggregation, and the home—
based protection gradually turns into the protection of return to work and office space. Scientists have made great contributions to
the popularization during the epidemic, and scientific literacy is needed to convert scientific research results into popular science
knowledge.
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