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Science and technology supports social governance: Connotation,
challenges and opportunities

ZHANG Chenggang, LI Pei

Department of Sociology, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China

Abstract Application of science and technology to social governance is an important channel to accelerate social governance
modernization The scientific connotation of science and technology supporting social governance modernization is reflected in the
action—oriented “three levels, five dimensions". The three levels mean the cogitation level, readiness level and action level; the
five dimensions are the modernization of social governance system, modernization of social governance capabilities,
intellectualization of social governance methods, autonomy of grassroots society, and complementarity and integration of
institutionalized and non- institutionalized channels. The challenges faced by science and technology supporting social
governance modernization include the followings. The supply of frontier human resources for social governance is inadequate; the
capital needs for science and technology support are large but the capital source is single; the development of social systems lags
behind the development of science and technology; and the local experience of science and technology supporting social
governance practice is insufficient. In order to response to the above challenges and seize the opportunities, the paper also
presents some suggestions for future social governance modernization.

Keywords scientific and technological innovation; social governance; intellectualization; scientific and technological support
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