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Fig. 1 Trend of the number of atmospheric science projects

funded by NSFC in 2008—2017
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Fig. 2 Statistics of atmospheric science projects funded by

NSFC in 2008—2017
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Fig. 3 Proportional structure of funded projects in earth

science in 2008—2017

1.2 MEZBZENEST

R 4 X K AR B0 98 ) 4 005 A 1
Ko W LW H HFERFRS X PRI e M E
ML H AF 4 28 F 20T B H Y B2 2% 7E 2008—
2017 BT 2475, 2017 45885 1.54200. SR, 5
T _EI0H 28 AR M BRI H S

PR LB EA TR 10%5) , FAEFIHLIX Bl 3t 4
WiH b R R PRI 4 FE S,

20000} M EIE —==HETH 3640 14000
— 1 [X I H o B AR H 354, L3500
2 160007 / | D
2 12000t % 12500
ﬁ % P P 7
M % 7 12000
m I Z 7
= 5000 % Z 11500
7 . 11000
w00t 5 7 52 .
é | % 1500

0 0
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Ay

B4 42000 H 4R 5T B 28 AR PR (G
Fig. 4 Interannual variability of total fund of projects in
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projects in four categories
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Fig. 6 Interannual variability of average fund per project

in 2008—2017
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titles for project leaders
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female scientists of NSCF in 2012-2017
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Table 4 Statistics of funded projects and institutions for the projects in 2008—2017
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Fig. 13 Trend of the totals of funded projects and

institutions for the projects in 2008—2017
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Fig. 14 Distribution of funded projects in the east, middle
and west China in 2008—2017
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Table 5 Distribution of the funded projects in three regions

and in various disciplines
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Statistical analysis of projects in the field of atmospheric science by
National Natural Science Foundation of China from 2008 to 2017
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2. Chinese Academy of Science and Technology for Development, Beijing 100038, China

Abstract Based on the analysis of the official data of the National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC) from 2008 to

2017, this paper discusses the development of disciplines and research teams in the field of atmospheric science. It is found that
the field of atmospheric science undergoes an increasing trend in the number of funded projects and the total scale of funding,
however, it is in a disadvantageous position in the project competition in the Department of Earth Sciences with a decline
tendency in its share for both the project establishment and the funding support. The developments of branches of the
atmospheric science are not balanced and, as a result, a differentiated development path of the branches has emerged with the
regional characteristics of the discipline. Universities and colleges have grown into the first echelon for the funded projects of the
NSFC, together with the Chinese Academy of Sciences and the China Meteorological Administration, as the three main
institutions for the funded projects in the past 10 years. The research teams of atmospheric science are in a trend with younger
scientists; the career development of female scientists should be paid more attention.

Keywords NSFC; atmospheric science; basic research; statistical analysis
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