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Abstract Cholelithiasis is a worldwide common disease with a mean prevalence rate of 10%, according to epidemiological studies.
Researchers from China and other countries have done many researches on the etiology and pathogenesis of gallstone, but it is still
not well understood. However, many researches suggests that a different type of gallstone has a different pathogenesis, so accurate
classification is the foundation and prerequisite of gallstone mechanism research. This paper discusses the progress of domestic and

foreign researches on gallstone classification, including stone classifications based on different methods and a comparison of these

classifications.
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Fig. 1 Appearances of 8 different types of gallbladder stone
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Fig. 2 Microstructures of cholesterol stone, bilirubinate stone and calcium carbonate stone
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Fig. 3 Microstructures of phosphate stone, calcium stearate stone, protein stone and cystine stone
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Fig. 4 Microstructures of mixed stones
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