] jcmik

g‘ ff 5218 3C (Articles) B 54 2012,30(28-29)
%m\mll.i REVIEW

BHE I E — Pt 2 8CF IR
PHEER )

— R T BT Zh RO VRGP ) o B

KEH, ERE
¥ & A £ 7 T, L% 100081

WE HEREZLSEINHSARERT, 4SHENNERHOE, I RFAVNLEENEN —HUESHEETRFENNEREEES
AR —ROKFRTARPPERREFHETRR M, AT ESPEARADESRELFR, HAXEH 1000, B E
&4 1000 2, FEERER, AXBEFIRAT 2R KEFRETARPEXFIRAME , S ARMILTAIPARRBNAHRS
RE,ERMESEE5"NEIRERRER, M AXSERITHKPAITHEGAEHENEERNZ N, EFIRGHE, XAHRIAA
MEEHEA—MUSHERFEREARLSEZI RH#LRERBHZ RAEHESXR ZTEFEMALEHATHEFTALMN
B, AXRY, ENEFERMEZZEFEHSME BTN RRES YV REIZHE MUAREFHTETENTF, REREFH
HEHENESIERNEE,

XEill REESHSHEF;FENE

HESEE G459 XHIRIRE A doi 10.3981/j.issn.1000-7857.2012.h1.017

Role of Science Communication in Social Education: A Case Study of
the Impact of a Science Communication Event on Education

ZHANG Zhimin, REN Fujun

China Research Institute for Science Popularization, Beijing 100081, China

Abstract The social education is playing a more and more important role in the context of building a lifelong learning society. A
science communication event is a kind of social education resource and it improves the citizen’s scientific literacy. In order to explore the
role of science communication events in the social education and related assessing methods, a science communication event is studied,
which concerns with water saving and protecting. This event is held in a science and technology museum and is open to general public.
In a questionnaire survey, 1000 valid questionnaires were returned. Based on the analysis of data from the questionnaires, the science
communication event is found to have a positive educational impact on its visitors. First, it improves the visitor’s awareness of knowledge
about saving and protecting water. Second, it helps the visitors to develop an attitude of "saving and protecting water is everybody s social
responsibility and one should take part in that move actively". Third, it is likely to guide visitors to save and protect water in their
everyday life. It is indicated that as a social public educational resource, the science communication event is beneficial to public’s
lifelong learning, better understanding of science, technology and society and to the building of students” knowledge structure. Some
suggestions are made. First, the school science education should make more use of science communication events. Second, it is necessary

to broaden the target groups and to benefit more people. Third, the science communication event should be designed effectively according
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the public” need, interest and learning habit.
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Table 1 Impact of science communication event on public’s knowledge about water (1)
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Notes: Awareness ratio is the percentage of respondents who are aware of a certain knowledge about water, contribution ratio=(awareness ratio after

attending the science communication event—awareness ratio before attending the science communication event)/awareness ratio before attending the

science communication event.
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Table 2 Impact of science communication event on public’s knowledge about water (II)
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Table 3 Impact of science communication event on public’s attitude towards cherishing and protecting water
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Table 4 Impact of science communication event on public’s future behavior on cherishing and protecting water
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