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A Grey Literature Classification System Based on the Organizational

Structure
——for Use by Chinese Association for Science and Technology
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Abstract Grey literature is produced and widely applied in the researches of science and technology, as an important reference source.
Developed countries pay great deal of attentions to the collection of the important grey literature. Different departments of Chinese
Association for Science and Technology (CAST) have accumulated a great many of academic conference proceedings and working
documents, majority of which belong to the category of grey literature. In order to manage better the grey literature produced by Chinese
Association for Science and Technology, a grey literature classification system is proposed based on the organizational structure of CAST,
which is divided into four levels. The first and second level categories are constructed according to the organizational structure of CAST,
with the first category reflecting the three basic sources of CAST literature, that is, from Chinese Association for Science and Technology,
from national societies and from local associations of science and technology, and with the second category reflecting subordinate
institutions under the first level. The categories of the third and forth levels are constructed according to the publication types and the
publication years of literature, respectively. This classification system may better reflect the achievements made by different departments
of the CAST, and facilitate the handling of the literature.
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Table 1 Secondary category code table of the departments and directly subordinate institutions of CAST
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Table 2 Codes of science and technology associations in provinces and autonomous regions of China
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Table 3 Codes of science and technology associations in major cities
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