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Abstract: A distinctive medicinal fungus-insect complex formed by Ophiocordyceps gracilis on the
larvae of Ahamus altaicola in the Altai Mountains of Xinjiang, China, has demonstrated considerable
potential in immunomodulation, antioxidant, antitumor, and antibacterial activities due to its richness of
bioactive compounds, such as nucleosides, polysaccharides, cordycepic acid, and amino acids. This
review systematically summarizes the research progress on O. gracilis, covering its taxonomy and
nomenclature, resource distribution and biological characteristics, chemical composition,
pharmacological activities, and artificial cultivation. Key current challenges are proposed including
evaluation of natural distribution and resources, pharmaceutical activities, artificial cultivation, and in
vivo efficacy and clinical trials. Future research directions are proposed, emphasizing the need to
enhance natural resource ecology and conservation, elucidation of the mechanisms of fungus-host
interaction, and establishment of a multi-dimensional quality control system. This review aims at
providing a scientific framework to guide the sustainable utilization and advanced development of this
valuable medicinal resource.

Keywords: Ophiocordyceps gracilis; resource distribution; pharmacological activities; fungus-host

interaction

4 TR Ophiocordyceps gracilis (Grev.)
GH. Sung et al. HYEZTFA FFI/RZIGHK Ahamus
altaicola %1, & BARFR BB /R 28 HL B 5 i
SRHE B R TR A (R ) AR A B TR A
41K (Samson & Brady 1983; SHHiAK-F.2%
2018). BEHUR AL, FAPAE; B2
R 4Ry R AR 23-3.8 cm, #
32-52 mm, RMETHEARLALE, KRH
oM, At 20-40 4y, HMR 3 X, B2 8 Xt
(RXTESE 19935 HEFSE 2002; KBRIHSE 2022)
(E 1), HICHER R SE PR AR 1 Paraisaria dubia
(Delacr.) Samson & Brady (¥ % &% 2014;
Tong et al. 2022; Wang et al. 2023a), O. gracilis
S5XWHEE Ophiocordyceps sinensis (Berk.)
GH. Sung et al % R RHEY), [AJEL AR}

Ophiocordycipitaceae (Sung et al. 2007; Zhang
et al. 2020). O. gracilis BAE2TREZ M K
L XA A il ¢ o HAE SR, AL B AR
S3AT TR SRR R Ll M, EA A U
(FIEME 2014a).

BN R B AT AR R R P s, 2
WS BE Ve . SRS IS IR B 2 At .
NRAACHE N R kAR | g
B, W TR TR . BEIRRT . A
R Wiy S AE (EL IS 7R T I AT 8 20095 BT I
WS R 2009)FF HA FHEHSF I BE(Wu er al.
2019)c BAC ML ABFFEIESS, BT SR HU B
TRRAT . ZHE . HURR K 2 R A BE IR 5 1 1
g, WO SRR e T A U R, A
RTE 1987 AR PLCHTIRYE B /K BIR X 25 S ARifE )
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ok, MR SO RN A ZS T

E1 FHEANEA)SEHEEB)MIEESILL
Fig. 1 Morphological comparison of Ophiocordyceps gracilis
(A) and O. sinensis (B).

RAE G4 QU FANLL, BrEdn ham) R4
PERMERTSCR AL B, (Hr T4k, BEH KRR
Wt P 2GR, MR A 25 HI (-5 0T
KW H fi 2 B R EN ., &R AN TR
T 2RI B e R A AL 5 ThT ) RG22 5,
HERAN R RS SR Bt T S L MR
WFFE E B R I S flik 5 BT IR A, R
IR B RO T . 2B PEPEY L T
Kl T L RN A A AF A Sl ASCE S
AT AT, P T2 S PR AR 5 R JRE BT 24 AT A 1) 5
BERLZ LS BRI, I A& U RE AT
FEE AR, TR BT S A R A ROk K T
Jriay, DU iRy (A M BT IR A R4 5 15 4%
SR AL R S A8 RS SCH

1 XFHRUEGwLBE

M EH 5 Ophiocordyceps sinensis [7]Jg& 2k
R, TERGKE B R B SR 0 4H Ik
R, AR5 A% J2 TR & AR S H
B AR AR AL T A= 2 A o T A L R R
B oK LA T T WERFFE R T RS
I E g AR R ST AT A B = 20 i
20 50 4EAR, ek R 2 AR E TERT /R 25 1L
X ZH ., 1963 4, EHFZABBHE(1963)7E
CPERERE) hEvck Had s “BBAE du s
" (Cordyceps gracilis), Fbr&dE Lo E=NgA
EEREE . EIRADRA, JLF A W E RE
BT RPN ERE, #HEHA—DER
B, ) AR E R R Cordyceps. X584
BT R AW R TE SRR, b+ HE i B
o B, B LIRS . R, CRis

HEZY ) CBiRgEE /R AR EmT R TAER
2 1975) KB 1H (1987) 1) A= 91 24 i 58 9 W FH I
Yo SETHAHME, ZREE AR
EIR BRI 2y SR Wk, JFIEam 2 8
SR CErEmAE B /R HA DR 2 R
Ji 2010). REHEBFRIIRA, HIE B R IEHE 5
g, EREFQDETAELEE, '
WA H 5 gl i R I R ok RS B AR
(1995)%F 2k A B s AR A #E 4T T A e 8
P, W 75T, 8RRy
E5 SCHR B 1Y 240 R BB AT e, 20
INHN C. gracilis.

bt 7+ R FHARMTIZ A, Sung et al.
(2007)FIH Z FEH P 6 MBS BT T RGE K
BIEIT, R T REFEE -2 R ERE
MIZEHE . M fTHs s R R R 3 Iy T4kl
¥ E AL Ophiocordycipitaceae, J&A 1 Cordyceps
gracilis Wit A2k R Ophiocordyceps, e
4R O. graciliss SRS KB AHa R 1N,
IR O. sinensis R LR BE SCRFIHIRIEOC R
MTFE R G R B 2F)Z RN T 8 RS E%
FZ(Sung et al. 2007; HZIHE5E 2016; Kajevska
et al. 2019), I, i iR HIE TR RSE
RN E DI T2 Ascomycota, FE5¢
E44 Sordariomycetes, AJBEE H Hypocreales, £k
HHEFH AL Ophiocordycipitaceae, £k Hi &1 &
Ophiocordyceps, iX—/4rIHESRAEARK — Be i [a]
Wz . RAETESCHR T AT BB 2 B PR
148 Paraisaria gracilis X447, (BB 483
PR ZH A ICTERIRY B, MR 2011 AERY C—
NHEEW, — 14" (One Fungus, One Name)H
FEFrfr 20, O. gracilis 3257 58 7= 2 5 T 1Y
ME—F}FRh 2 . SR, LRFEREEN—
TR EZNRIE, HENRELT LR —H
%% % X VE . Mongkolsamrit et al. (2019)3% F
LSU. tef fil rpbl =LA EIHEN P, B
N T B E Ophiocordyceps sensu lato B
RGN N ERI NG . ARG R F R AT L
B, & 0. gracilis tTEN K43 (B Paraisaria
Or SO LT — A SERF AR (MP/BI/ML=93/
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100/87) AL AL 32 o (HARE TR, %
S5 & WEE O. sinensis FTTER) unilateralis 43 37 B
SRR TR BB R, (AR E 2
EWCEAT R, MR E MR, BT
X FUEE ROE 28 22 R AR (A 409k & 1 s ok
A, R TWKE Paraisaria VE SR
IS . RS LR Z N MR Paraisaria 1)
M PR TSR AT IR IEE , (BRI R R
ESWINE s el DN I8 PN o = 3PS B /Tl B Y€
TE 1Y & R 55 W) Fh AR 28 (gene tree-species tree
incongruence), HREJSEH O. gracilis 4R
Paraisaria gracilis FF1EN SR THHE 7
HH, AW HEARMWIELY, RERFEHNA
¥ (phylogenomics) T il 0 fif D &2 A2 5 M 4 e 4
W “@brifE” o ARA DI IFEET
IR AR RGE LT 40, 8L R Y
GG BORIUE Paraisaria 43 32/ AP K H:
SO R R AR, AT R S
STRFER G M B IR R T 1 — ) FE it
AR . FEIZ AT, AR IR
Ophiocordyceps gracilis X —2 %K, [FIFf 5673
HIBTEM AT T a3

Z 41k 5 R [H 41 % (phylogenomics) fit) 2% i
S FRATT AR A o A TR 2 AR D A R T
KPS, el TGO DB B R B
W7, $EHE T RTETRAT MMRAT B AR
T, 3 ) 4 2 DR A YE R L DL LR
] P R AR E A T o R R R R R G
RER, IR AR EN T Ophiocordyceps
Clade I B33 32 (Abuduaini et al. 2021), 43+
PR LT ENE I =R 42 3 460 T4F, X
— Y A B[] 7 A B 2 S A T 4 2 )
B R BRI X A4 TR 28 11
JOKAE N 1) S 30 i DX S5 5 A A Ja ™ A T TR
REE L (Royden et al. 2008; FMEZE 2021), X
— B2 F ORISR AU /R, T R s PR 28 1
Jhk Hb X i 8 7y o B R b i S AR, T RE
WP BE R RIS, FRES 1 A& 2 o A
27 B HURRE TR BT 2 g el 5 RN A AR Ak
B3 T AR SRR R AL, AT e R

) TR E IR oS AL AR, IR T R
WE NIVERRSS , BN HELA = BERE A B AE
=20 AR R BERE T BEAit

2 RN E &Y FAFE

2.1 BRESH

YN AR, R BRI R
i XA IE 5, WFEEPHEAAE . b
MR, WSS DA I JE AR . ERBE L ZEAlr
WA B S T AR [ S, R IZ A P
FEN M, HFEEEMESSEE . B |
FEWH ., WHHEZAHR AL R 15
BB, R EE YR 2 R M (Kobayasi
1937; Fan et al. 2024; FHP05 20265 Xu et al.
2025) FEFRE, TR Y53 A 0 I 5 T 98B /R
ZRIH X BREPE R A X, HRH e H G
MR R v BR VR I AR IX, L
RATH5 . Bl X (B Al At 19885
DRORRRAE 19955 R B4 2011; w4
2019). AT, 4 BRI TEAN [ X 0 25 32 B
IR RFES . B, 27 55 H A i 0 40
FDHE A T H g e H B R
R (Fan et al. 2024; W05 2026,
Xu et al. 2025), Hri" 040 R B WL PR A
FB] /R 2R K Ahamus altaicola (%8 44 Hepialus
altaicola), I, RGN R EHAERKEZEA
O3, A B BT R 2% 1 R R R R A
T O —HrE RS . R EARENER
oA X, HA RN 2 E O A B Er
80%LL (R IEMZE 2014b; P 445 2019).
S R E R, RN R A AR IR
o B B R PR 5 A B R S, (R
Bl s FA R B, GE o o a dil

TEHTHREE N, R A I R e A o
DLF TR ZE S AL X, (HARYE J 2258 — k&
] H 2 R R AR T AR, AL IX R
PRI, BUAE o A1 Bl Wi 22 B 4y 2
Hi XA BT R 2% 1 kT 2R o S b 2K 0k — A B
By, U B B 2 1 bk R A P L T AR R Bk
KAt oA, DR R TR EmE | AR
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HEEL L BTN ZR T . AR B E 2T B 1L AR 2%
Ao HMRA BT AR 1 116-2 076 m (PG (1 F
V&AL G ZAZET I ARSE 50-100 m 15 il P A5
ARVENH, P L2 BH S % B 25 ] W 53 A1 R 1E 55
1993; SKPRERSE 2022),

BT 7% 2% i e ) 3 SO AR AT 2 Paeonia
hybrida 558 ~j24 Paeonia sinjiangensis FJHE T
(BATESE 1999), ITAFEFINRER LB, ZilFERIZ
SRR, TR R a kA
RS CFE M YE Chamaenerion angustifolium
Rl EhZR2E 75 Veratrum lobeliaum SEFHPIMIER . X
— AL S IR BT R BE O TE, FR I )
AEAEPE S, ATRERE W BT E B B SR
WA = ARk, ST 0T 2 5 & 4
PR AEWETERC IR, SR R B 5% Hh R 7 i) BH 1 [
R 2020). eAh, H7egn d oA I
g, XA NI . e R )
HomibER, Nz Hoe A TG LKA 34 4FE, F
JETERT AN HARTE BCRIRAR, SEBCH SR
NS, BEE TN R T, AR
ZAT g, B AR E QR N, 5A
TR I P O A O () UAERL L BT SR A B
FY PRI S0 R IR 5% DU R 4 ] v 24 B 53
r(2012-2020 4F)E5HLUESE, B2 B B AE BT /R
7% LDk B R 2 B AL TR, IR G
ARGLTE H (FRPRIESE 2022),

2.2 HYIFEHHE

B R B A e R AR TG R A 34 4, 5
SR RO (HEEAZAEH T Al ORFF 3-5 4F
AR, X—ftE R E T4 R R %L
AR FBRG R RRE, Bon AR SRR A
DT TEC . 5 280 B TR AL, i
77 R T AR TG B, AR Rk
NS4 B e B WA VeS8 . 78 B R %A
T, AYERBOT AT EA )L AW TF
UL T JeVE R B (4 A ) AT AE 3 h K A
T, — H S Ay e AR S iR gy, 5K
AR SR 43 A 6L - Bl 27 A ARG 1987
SKPRIE A 2022) XA LI B0 T R AR
Femg, AIRESE T S e X A A K R S AR

TE AR B ) — Fh OCHGE N HLE, o E S E8OLE
HA P B IE S TR R AN R L . Ak
(=@ AY G 23 | E5 Tt S L S R |
HEFEEN R EE RN BN S, A%
A FE I i 303 WO T — R 5 2 2% H v R BH
A A A, e PRI TR . SRR SRR
Ko HIERAYIREIE S, XS SRRTE F AR IR I
SR ER IR 2L B Fik, %%
RIS N T 40T RN YER: T %
AR EL, Bl ZH M A ISR ES
J5 A B

EmA R 2 QA LI A, WO
2 S 3 S P o T i 1 Y Ay N A
W, FWEHAPRORGENL, N FRFE LT
GRATE 1987). FHATEEHMEA T TEN, EE
HEBNETE . ZRMIESRBEHIE . TRIEEZ R
UCH R S 2 . VT R T B R B T 52
M, AR M 5 SO HAN TR A SE AR (X
fH 1987; A 1997 B IR T AR 1™ 3
2009). hAZN(1997) . ELG R BE A" HE(2009)
XFH MRS B T T Rg ik, 458
R PR AR IR e, (RRE R ADHDRE . L ik
Ko, A eER SRIEERE.

F4h, FAEFE(2020)E KGR 6 4 1 EF AL
LRI, Bl R 2% 0 i 4y B AT R A A T A
2y HARATZY . BrEEELT . OBEEAE A K Ak
B HEFENRY 10 RS, Hrp 2800 RZE 1
R Fp2s, EEEEEAHEMY . XF S meE
TR B £ 1 A 0 i e B P o AL . N T SR
o os, §E N5 E R H R AR
RIRHEAEFIFLE 20125 FAH5E 2020).

3 EHENF RS
3.1 ZELELUED

F 1 28 A o T B B TG B B R AN
R R ST RN S ] S A
FRE AR Y s, R H RSB R E R
FIJRETE 1. RIEN4E(2008a) % ] HPLC %)
A R AT AT T R0, K
IR REEE | PRAT . WUIF . S BRIERS IR
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T 2= AR 2 b &Y. Hrp, IRE
N RBEEERy , HE S AEAN A [ A AE 22
S, B AR A BB RORE il YO AR 2 B
I, R VR R BT LS (R AEIESF 20084,
2013; Wang et al. 2023a),

KT R P A R R R (3 AR R
1), HAGFER AR FHABTSE G o pr i
R R S A B R, (HAE R GU0 R SR A
F 52 R AR A S, AR AR P A
FNZ A (RIELE 2014c; Xia et al. 2017).

3.2 LHEFIHERS

B SR R 2R A S5 R 5 A B B
B HAA S A, 0 1,4-0-D- % B T
. 1,4-B-D-H A M HEA 1,4-0-D-2F FLWEH #
(Wu et al. 2014), Wang et al. (2023a)%f HIop: 1
Paraisaria dubia W 2ZIKZHEEAT T HF9E, #
B PN 220 2SS A A . P LA T 2R 0
Ho

D-H i3 it (R HL 5 1R £ i 2 v rp 5 i
B o ZAFNESF(2008b)ME H Rk 1203 me/g,
B E T H M) & EZ R, A e
BB MR PRI A BT BRGT L8R X iR
2 B AR R TS P LA B TR
3.3 FEBEEMASS

Hrm A h e S BRI AP ST 4, EIR S
MEEE . EREFEQDIFFEERHELSH 18 Ff
FAER, BRoEe TARER, Wi AT
il 8 R kMR ; HHh A @M (Glu),
IR (Arg) MR A HR(Asp) i LN FEE . KA
PRAE J— R AL RS U4, W] RETE s 1Y
5 A8 I REGE R FEE R . A, BrsE A
BRI O (N2 AR ) DL RCRE LA
B MG UK, XY AL E R T
H iz B 25 PRE PEIL AN (R ERSE 2004 RAEMT
4 2008b).

4 ZHETEM

41 RIS
S S 40 o8 B AE G . B B
)7 TH 10 25 B A 15 4 sk BT B LA 5 B AR

Pk, JEHAE R ITE 42 (U TLR4/NF-«B {55
T B%) BT B AL ML (N Nrf2 i %) I 2k [H
IVE IR . DFoR B, TEARBEmERG S S 00 %
FEAN /N RS Hb S s A1 PR 2 RS A B
WA E 250, Rk T IRE 4R B e
MG A S ik, RS BUIR A BOKF, T
ST L S E N BE(Tong et al. 2022), AN, #
55 A1 H 5 22 0 A % A 1 1 1 I AN i T A
TLR4 ERIHAIZ A, ¥ MAPK Fl NF-xB
FoT i, i — A LA (NO) . i IRAE
KF-o (TNF-a)F 140/ %-6 (IL-6)55 Kk
R FRORE, SRR S 2 (Wang et
al. 2012; Chen et al. 2024; Tong et al. 2025).
F5(2009) LA 42 /K e e S i BRIEA TR IE, A BN AN
R R TR A 22 A PT I E  vR BRUM R
EFE L, JFHsR A hEE, FH EAT R
R PR E R o BEAh, i R 2 X
i W 20 M JC 40 M 25k, L A4 1 4 AR 35 S
J1, TR MTT 36 3858, HLLAFI Ao =X
PR B AR 4300 NO H3gom AT mgRE Ty, $R
SO 5 R e i LA VR AE VA YT VR R (W o 55
2019), AT, SAHME AL, B RE e
WA Z R FIRSNEER, = RGN ZY
RCIE 5 I AR, O AR R T R
Jr Tl o
4.2 MEKER

WG, TR A RO R 4 SO (n
SR T2 RS T AR SO B Y R B 2
PTG M, FLZIG M — iRV N 2
KRR HPE ., FIH(2023) ik T A[F 28 4 4y
AL RE S, R ZHEfEER DPPH A
W 3L LT F SC AR 20, 17 SR 2 WA i
Bk ABTS* H /1 5k K B s 7y 1) 56 B 4
(Wang et al. 2024). D% (2014) AR JE M55
(2014a)F2 1 #7580 ™ 4 M B D P K 3R Y S RE R )
¥x; DPPH A H 3t HAERIERRAE S, HIEBR%E
Bl B T I s . EAh, BrEmAn R PR
fLRE DA E A B B 22 5 THR S5 (2014) L 8%
AN TR M B AR G A, Sk B A B A R
(1) £ TR e B SR T e . BR ELERVE PR A

250319-6



Review

22 April 2026, 45(4): 250319

Mycosystema ISSN 1672-6472 CN 11-5180/Q

H 34N, HPT A LTS T REV I 4 8 i 1 3
A N Fenton Sz ) LA K 3#0% Nrf2/ARE 4§
N TR M E AL T 7% (Wang et al. 2023b).

4.3 A FIPE1ER

s A B PR S PR VR HAEALT
B NFE I, H S I 55 5 40 i o
TR AR E S, Qi er al. (2025)K5 5 iE =4
OB 2 S OK Ok A A, R — AR
RIUE YR RL, %R & WAENR 2 B8 5 1 B W41
Ml SREBL AL AL REII ] TNF-a, IL-6 {24
HF#IK, BTHE S Nrf2/Keapl 8 B 44
AALNIE, o PRl R SHURRY .
oM T, HAERVL A Z i8558 £
BEZE 43 (a1 PDP-1a) ] B 425200 IR 4 i, 410
il HCIE AR5 U T 5 TR 3 A O LA S gk
R0, HhoENK YIS A0 REE T 40 /A5 2
e, KRAEREEOMMER . tboh, IR
HE A1 ) g i A A AT 7T Tong et al. (2025)
A ORI R R B AR 2R, 2
BEAE SC 060 ) 25 R B B AL L BT R Il
HeLa Z0I3458 TG PE . A2 25(2015) & BH 5
7 R TR RE R N IR ZE U X B s AGS 4
o5 ELAp R, Hrh S E R . 24K
FIA - FL 2 5 (2019) 18 H 4 T8 A 22 PR 4 4
Jitides AS549 4H A EA B 2 A TE Ak .

RUE A YN SE 56 R R B AR W s
g (xSt A TR B, Bl
BOEHE AR TR SN K-, FLAE SR J2 I IR
JZ TR SEPR 2R S VE ML M R G R UE. It
Gh, TEMER A AR R T R M
TETE 2590 M AR A5 e B 2 2 E TR A FRIR A
A
4.4 REFHERA

JRUE L VT 25 (1998 )i 1 512 16 F 52 41 iy 2
B R BB 22 AR T R BRI D=2 k2 U i 5T
P AT B ORI VE R, BB NS 0 25 il i v 4%
N % 2 I (ALT) 5 2 B 4% G i (AST) I F i I ek
=P LU BARAL, (HZ A8 IR R By
Br, HERAVEFIMLE M AR IRA BB . (E5567E
[R5, AR 4 i B R R AR 56 T 1 B A0F Y

Ry L2 S5 A O ML R I T O R S i
BE, R sman A S S ST AR B T O T
4.5 HE{EA

T S 2 R K L PN A L A TR TR B
HVETE N A, R A AR 2B, M
B A T SR A P A PN 43 B AR B Y T R R L AR
K8 SFYCO003, H& Pl S £ PR OB K
WA . SR OMAERE . AR AR
DUARBERETR . RN ES . R A MEEESD
WA 2012; FEIPESE 2022). BbAh, ZH AR
) SFYTO002 BRI Bk S e 6 FlAs [l AR 4 ) 5
R, XATEFE . KBFFRE . Al 2R
AT 4 V0 ) 7 R Tt SR B — e SR (R
JEMSE 2014b), P20 LLEHRBOF L&, B
A BT R A R K R S RE R X R A TR
S OB R . AR ZEAT R . AIRAT R
WL AR A PR, HEEREY BP0l e
JIBE T KIRY (RIEMEE 2014c), X EL4E L4
TN, S A R R R S A P O T A
FE®S .

5 ATHEF

AR RN, HEmamim i N T E
TG 2 3 B A A R L - BRI AR
APk, & M E R 22 IR ERE . P AT
AN TILE FaC UG B0t , b
BN TR F R T AT SR H R AR, 5K
PR TR 75 2 % fiff s i 20 0 A R R )
PREE AT RR L A R AR 42 . HRTAFSY £ 2
ErhfEF ER MRS WL LR 2 NI,
EFER A T, SEEF1998)8 F R
WER T AT IR 2% W ook () A2 B A 0 2, R R
FEE N T BRI R AT IR 97.6%. EP A5
(201954 s AR 0 B A FF AT AT
F5, SRS N DA A AR, OF
AU A S5 ARG ESEERR, B
FARE TR TSR SR, TR 2R
WA U R 12 4, SEHA N T AR S A
5 AL B AT A S T A 2Bk

FETR 22 R R WEJT IR, H B6 55 (2009) 3 1 1
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e E 5 Tk, ik i A K PuE m it R
PR, HAHIEZ SRS T 10 L & R i fd
FE RS H (P 96 h, HEFh & 15% . JE 26 °C.
Witk pH 6.7), WERS THZIKTHE, mA%E
ZE(2012) 1Al T 3 Ml 4 H 5 T B4 T A
P, i HEaa A KIRE N 25-30 °C. skE
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