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Fig. 1 Geological sketch map of the South China Sea (a) and

the distribution of deep cores in the Xisha coral reef area (b)

a BB A SCHK [6]; b JIE &4 SCRk [22]

a is modified from reference [6]; b is modified from reference [22]
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Fig. 2 Photos of pyroclastic rock and its clinopyroxenes under optical microscope
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al is a rock’s picture; a2 showing amygdaloidal structure; b1 and c1 are pyroxene particles observed by a single polarizer; b2 and c2 are pyroxene particles

observed by an orthogonal polarizer
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z1 BRHEARTBFRIESWER (wt% )
Tab.1 EPMA analytical results of clinopyroxne ( wt% )

iS5 CK0101-1 CK0101-2 CKO0101-3 CK0101-4 CK0101-5 CK0104-1 CK0104-2 CK0104-3 CK0105-1 CK0105-3 CK0105-4 CK0105-5 CK0105-6

SiO, 47.22 44.10 48.01 43.02 46.57 43.43 43.25 46.52 45.13 42.44 44.27 46.59 42.59

TiO, 2.62 4.02 2.56 4.12 2.63 4.03 4.50 2.72 3.48 4.57 3.67 2.65 4.65
ALOy 591 8.49 5.81 9.32 5.60 9.20 9.75 6.04 7.77 9.78 7.84 5.58 10.03
Cr,04 0.11 0.08 0.09 0.27 0.16 0.10 0.03 0.13 0.23 0.12 0.16 0.01 0.22
FeO 6.79 7.54 6.42 6.93 6.97 7.23 7.43 6.88 6.61 7.44 6.97 7.02 8.11
MnO 0.08 0.06 0.08 0.07 0.07 0.08 0.08 0.10 0.04 0.04 0.08 0.10 0.04

MgO 13.28 11.80 13.69 11.30 13.41 11.59 11.20 13.24 12.60 11.17 12.10 13.05 12.69
CaO 22.24 22.27 22.22 22.29 21.81 22.24 22.09 22.02 22.21 22.19 22.17 22.04 20.54
Na,O 0.43 0.47 0.49 0.57 0.42 0.52 0.58 0.44 0.47 0.51 0.48 0.42 0.50

K,0 0.01 0.00 0.02 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.07

FHE TR (LA T 3Ei)

Si 1.78 1.68 1.80 1.65 1.78 1.66 1.65 1.77 1.71 1.63 1.70 1.79 1.61
Al(IV) 0.22 0.32 0.20 0.35 0.22 0.34 0.35 0.23 0.29 0.37 0.30 0.21 0.39
Al(VD) 0.05 0.06 0.05 0.07 0.03 0.07 0.08 0.04 0.06 0.07 0.05 0.04 0.06

Ti 0.07 0.11 0.07 0.12 0.08 0.12 0.13 0.08 0.10 0.13 0.11 0.08 0.13

Cr 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01

Fe’* 0.07 0.10 0.06 0.10 0.09 0.11 0.08 0.09 0.08 0.11 0.10 0.08 0.14
Fe? 0.14 0.14 0.14 0.12 0.13 0.12 0.15 0.13 0.12 0.13 0.13 0.14 0.11

Mn 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Mg 0.75 0.67 0.76 0.65 0.76 0.66 0.63 0.75 0.71 0.64 0.69 0.75 0.72

Ca 0.90 0.91 0.89 0.92 0.89 0.91 0.90 0.90 0.90 0.91 0.91 0.91 0.83

Na 0.03 0.03 0.04 0.04 0.03 0.04 0.04 0.03 0.03 0.04 0.04 0.03 0.04

K 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

BTG I BT AR

Wo 47.50 49.02 47.08 50.13 46.73 49.45 49.61 47.22 48.56 49.91 4891 47.42 45.24
En 39.45 36.14 40.36 35.37 39.97 35.87 34.99 39.49 38.32 34.97 37.14 39.07 38.91
Fs 11.39 12.95 10.70 12.18 11.69 12.58 13.06 11.60 11.27 13.03 12.04 11.87 13.85
Mg 77.81 73.77 79.26 74.58 77.54 74.26 73.03 77.54 77.37 72.97 75.73 76.95 73.84
t1/°C 117858 1207.82 117729 121756 117512 121593 1221.89 1180.07 1199.61 122248 1200.64 1175.08 122391
t2/°C 1294.40 1400.67 1288.00 1437.84 128495 1430.75 145140 1301.42 1370.53 1456.01 1377.13 1284.67 1460.95
p/10°MPa  14.78 24.37 14.20 27.72 13.93 27.08 28.95 15.41 21.65 29.36 22.25 13.90 29.81
SiO, 43.86 43.64 42.39 47.38 47.95 46.12 47.28 43.22 45.67 45.38 45.27 43.99 45.65
TiO, 4.14 3.58 4.74 2.39 2.47 3.15 2.76 4.41 3.26 3.35 3.54 3.98 3.35
ALOy 9.19 8.87 10.20 5.54 5.62 7.42 5.59 9.54 7.38 7.90 7.84 9.00 7.69

Cr,04 0.22 0.07 0.07 0.10 0.13 0.12 0.11 0.33 0.17 0.27 0.15 0.39 0.29
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g3k
FEALYS CKO101-1 CKO0101-2 CK0101-3 CKO0101-4 CKO0101-5 CKO0104-1 CK0104-2 CK0104-3 CK0105-1 CK0105-3 CK0105-4 CK0105-5 CK0105-6

FeO 7.22 7.74 7.95 6.74 6.62 6.95 6.78 7.11 6.85 6.84 7.32 6.94 6.76
MnO 0.05 0.05 0.09 0.04 0.12 0.08 0.03 0.07 0.04 0.04 0.04 0.09 0.04
MgO 11.86 11.32 10.91 1367 1360 1273 1353 1151 1262 1264 1243 1185 1260
Ca0 22.32 2200 2225 2220  21.88 2218 2211 2226 2223 2239 2210 2245 2236
Na,0 0.50 0.54 0.54 0.46 0.42 0.48 0.39 0.52 0.45 0.46 0.45 0.49 0.47
K,0 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.00

BAES AL (LA Tl 30E)

Si 1.66 1.68 1.62 1.79 1.80 1.74 1.79 1.64 1.73 1.71 1.71 1.67 1.72
Al(IV) 0.34 0.32 0.38 021 0.20 0.26 0.21 0.36 0.27 0.29 0.29 0.33 0.28
ALV 0.07 0.08 0.07 0.04 0.05 0.07 0.04 0.07 0.06 0.06 0.06 0.07 0.06
Ti 0.12 0.10 0.14 0.07 0.07 0.09 0.08 0.13 0.09 0.09 0.10 0.11 0.10
Cr 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.01 0.01
Fe*' 0.10 0.10 0.11 0.09 0.05 0.07 0.06 0.09 0.08 0.09 0.08 0.09 0.08
Fé’ 0.13 0.14 0.14 0.12 0.16 0.14 0.15 0.13 0.14 0.12 0.15 0.12 0.13
Mn 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Mg 0.67 0.65 0.62 0.77 0.76 0.71 0.76 0.65 0.71 0.71 0.70 0.67 0.71
Ca 0.90 0.91 0.91 0.90 0.88 0.90 0.90 0.91 0.90 0.90 0.90 0.91 0.90
Na 0.04 0.04 0.04 0.03 0.03 0.03 0.03 0.04 0.03 0.03 0.03 0.04 0.03

K 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

FImond o AR

Wo 4921 49.16 4985 4695 4675 4801  47.12 4971 4838 4853 4813  49.60 4858
En 36.37 3519 3401 4020 4043 3832  40.11 3575 3821 3813  37.66 3643  38.09
Fs 12.42 13.48 13.94  1LI1I 11.21 1179 1127 1242 1164 1155 1243 1201 11.46
Mg’ 74.69 7245 7118 7845 7861 76,67 7814 7440 7676 7686 7529 7543  76.99
tl/°C 121565 121221 122713 117458 117493 119549 117488 1219.62 119513 1201.04 1200.15 1213.62 1198.70
©2/°C 142663 142001 147027 1280.11 1281.80 1354.16 1281.85 144250 135427 137357 137199 141941 136526
p/10°MPa  26.71 26.11 3065 1349  13.64 2017 13.65 2814  20.18 2192 2178 2606  21.17
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Fig.3 Wo-En-Fs classification diagram showing the composi-

tions of the clinopyroxene phenocrysts( developed from figure
in reference [28])
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Fig. 4 The backscattered electronic images of the clinopyroxenes’ ring-band structure
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a is the ring-band structure pyroxene particles of sample CK0107-2; b is the ring-band structure pyroxene particles of sample CK0107-4
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Tab.2 EPMA analytical results of Compositional zone of clinopyroxene ( wt% )
e CKO0101-1 CKO0105-4 CKO0106-8 CKO0107-2 CKO0107-4 CKO0107-5 CKO0108-4
n ¥ g il ¥ o @ ¥ ¥ ¥ @ ¥ ¥ 3
Si0, 45.95 47.97 4776  47.81 41.58 43.41 4795 44.67 47.85 4438 4434 4390 41.42 4838 4295 44.16 46.25 41.55
TiO, 3.11 2.26 2.51 245 496 361 247 326 254 376 384 417 523 219 433 375 3.06 5.13
Al O3 6.79 5.33 5.61 529 986 837 562 880 594 891 875 896 1091 528 948 9.01 720 10.78
Cr,03 0.00 0.14 0.20 0.10 0.08 029 0.13 003 002 022 050 028 019 0.15 0.18 051 040 0.25
FeO 7.49 6.31 6.56 6.11 784 695 662 776 666 723 702 686 746 647 724 700 637 743
MnO 0.06 0.09 0.09 0.07 0.09 0.07 0.12 004 008 007 009 004 008 007 002 009 006 0.11
MgO 12.42 13.73 13.69 13.84 10.73 11.72 13.60 1191 13.41 12.05 12.00 11.90 10.62 13.77 11.47 11.70 13.11 10.75
CaO 22.16 22.27 22.30 22.07 22.20 2224 21.88 21.92 21.95 2242 2233 2244 22.00 22.18 2228 22.62 22.44 2230
Na,O 0.44 0.38 0.47 047 050 046 042 054 046 049 050 052 055 042 048 050 044 0.54
K,O 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.1 o001 o001 000 001 000 000 000 001 001 000 0.00 0.00
FHES TR (L6481 ki)

Si 1.75 1.81 1.79 1.81 1.61 168 180 1.69 180 1.67 1.68 1.66 159 182 164 167 174 1.59
Al(IV) 0.25 0.19 0.21 0.19 039 032 020 031 020 033 032 034 041 0.18 036 033 026 041
Al(VD) 0.05 0.05 0.04 0.04 0.06 006 005 009 006 007 007 006 008 005 007 007 0.06 0.07

Ti 0.09 0.06 0.07 0.07 0.14 o0.11 007 009 007 o0.11 o0.11 0.12 0.15 006 0.12 0.11 0.09 0.15

Cr 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.01 000 000 000 001 001 001 o001 000 001 002 001 o0.01

Fe'* 0.08 0.06 0.08 0.06 0.12 0.11 005 0.10 0.04 0.10 0.09 009 009 005 010 0.10 0.08 0.11
Fe®* 0.16 0.14 0.13 0.13 0.13 o0.11 0.16 0.14 0.16 0.12 0.13 0.12 0.14 0.15 0.13 0.12 0.12 0.13

Mn 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 0.00 0.00

Mg 0.70 0.77 0.77 0.78 062 068 076 067 075 068 068 067 061 077 065 066 073 0.61

Ca 0.90 0.90 0.90 0.89 092 092 088 08 088 091 090 091 09 08 091 092 090 091

Na 0.03 0.03 0.03 0.03 0.04 003 003 004 003 004 004 004 004 003 004 004 003 0.04

K 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 0.00 0.00

A UioCLH oy Bt A R

Wo 48.08 47.35 47.08 4698 50.26 49.62 46.75 48.17 47.01 49.03 49.13 49.56 50.46 47.01 49.82 49.94 48.30 50.62

En 37.49 40.60 40.22 40.99 33.81 36.39 40.43 36.41 39.96 36.66 36.74 36.56 33.89 40.60 35.69 3595 39.26 33.94

Fs 12.71 10.58 10.90 10.21 13.88 12.13 11.21 1325 11.23 1236 12.12 11.80 13.39 10.77 12.56 12.12 10.74 13.25

Ac 1.72 1.47 1.80 1.83 205 187 1.61 216 180 195 200 209 227 161 193 199 171 220

Fe, Ti. [R] I B B P P08 B BRAE 8 XSRS 7 IR BRI B i B b, w45 & Ca. Fe, Ti J7[4]
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Fig.5 Al,05-SiO, diagrams for clinopyroxenes (developed from figure in reference [28])
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a is Al,05-SiO, diagram, with all the data of our samples falling into the over-alkaline region; b is (Ca+Na)-Ti diagram, with all the data of our samples falling

into the alkaline basalt area
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Fig. 6 Triangular diagram of TiO,-MnO-Na,O (a) and F1 versus F2 diagram of clinoproxene (b)
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Developed from figure in reference [13], with all the data of our samples falling into the alkaline basalt area inside the plate. WPT. within-plate tholeiitic basalt;

WPA. within-plate alkali basalt; VAB. volcanic arc basalt; and OFB. ocean floor basalt

F1=-0.012(Si0,) —0.0807(TiO,)+0.0026(A1,05) —0.0012(¥FeO) —0.0026(MnO)+0.0087(MgO) —0.0128(Ca0)-0.0419(Na,O);

F2=-0.0469(Si0,)-0.0818(TiO,) —0.0212(AL,05) ~0.0041(XFeO) ~0.1435(Mn0)-0.0029(MgO)+0.0085(Ca0)+0.016(Na,0)
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Mineral chemistry of clinopyroxene in pyroclastic rocks of the Xisha
Islands and their geological significance
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Abstract: The composition of clinopyroxene in pyroclastic rocks at the bottom of the Xisha Islands was determ-

ined in detail by electron microprobe analysis. The results show that the clinopyroxenes are mostly rich in calcium
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and have a zonal structure. Ca, Fe and Ti concentrations increased from the core to the outer layers, reflecting the
normal sequence of magmatic crystallization. The chemical characteristics of the pyroxene, including low Si, high
Al (Si0,=41.40%-48.44%, Al,0,=5.54%-10.20%) and even higher Al' concentrations, coincide with those of ba-
sic magma. The main element data of the clinopyroxene show that the concentration of monoclinic Ca is high. The
Ca/(Cat+Mg+Fe) ratio is between 46.1% and 51.4%. The large amount of high-calcium clinopyroxene may be attrib-
uted to the high concentration of Ca in magma. Combining this with the earthquake and tectonic data of the Xisha
sea area, we speculate that the basement of the coral reefs of Chenhang Island is a flat-topped seamount composed
of basaltic volcanic clastic rocks. Further, we infer that its formation involved the passing of magma through the
lithospheric layer of the fault and its eruption in the seabed of the Xisha Islands. The volcanic clastic material is
thus formed by accumulation and consolidation, and the original rock of the volcanic clastic rock is an intraplate al-

kaline basalt.

Key words: Xisha Islands; pyroclastic rock; clinopyroxene; mineral chemistry; coral reef basement



