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AN B 45 v] e S 8RR EZ R, Y
B T O B 0BG, B T RO AL Y
AENG ZR0 B, AR I R 8 AEE I SR R
T AR N, KO B R #—— K% 88 ( Charonia
tritonis) IERE R B, 2R R, 7EAEOR B
X, JUHOZ D 1 il I A i I A, 2 O A T
RN O B R R SRR e A A2 AR A
) B Al DX, R A D H o R M 2 2 K
e RO DR, KR AL AR A I 5 0 A2 B
DRV, R R 1B 22 1 SR8 A ) B R I RT DA B A [
BB KRR . B, —MA R ER R TR A
(Abudefduf curacao) W /)N B 16 BF A9l W0 22 31) DL E
CoTS Jry™ iy B1 g £ 0%, 7 w2 A Ey SR AR 5%, 43 )
ML 2% 3] HL A7 W 5 A7 ( Chaetodon auripes) FINSC T ) g 111
( Chaetodon falcula) VA< B B L+ Ry 2020, 2048
1 (Schizophyrys aspera) 9% & I 1E A HAWSE VA7 42T
5T LA RIS BRI 5 A58 8 1) CoTS HEIRRY, 2
HAl, S A 132 Ff ) A AR P (0456 0 28 A HE
S ) 2 4 I B A A S M 1Y R T AL B (3 ).
4y (28 B ) f R Y I 4 A (49 Bl 32 43 1Y) ISV
AR C12 ), B A6 BLFE T 1 IR ARG &) 14 (49 Fil ) | fi
B AR (19 Ff) L 32 405 1) A (17 A ), DA K i A8 5% 4K
TR AR (59 B, Horp 28l & 8 A 81 P, Ll 1
60% LA b2, 3 R, AH L HAL A, S
PRV 19 (OB AP E R SRR A B B AR k]
RET G SR A B RTE R, SO 2 2K
WEE AT 25 5, 27w T ] i n
R B AR AL, S R PUE R R, B AR
WO R AR TE A E . A RCRE T IRET T
Vi S A T B R R HEE DX I £ 2k, B PCR 4
ARKGIN T f0 i 38 P9 2R TP R R 2 DNA, LR
I VG VU A e B I AR S B, O S E PR
b B O R R EGAT THE, DUH  FR E T &
oty B R R BRI S

2 BB

2.1 MR R REMEE

202149 H 16 HZE 9 H 20 H 435 F /il P67k
SRR NI | A0 L B E AH AR S 4 A SR A IXOR 4R
0125, 2022 4F 4 A 15 H A1 4 H 20 H 20501 F 75 70k 2%
Sy ANl XORFEAE(E 1), WL AR, FH0 M55
AR A ZAE T, 7 B B 6 7 Sk K R
e 1 e 1 O D 0 s 1 0 N 0 |
GoPro Hero5 X & 25 it 1740 IR, [7] B 4R U5 <+ [ 5 vl

111.67° 112.00° 112.33°E
IT00° 4N 510 km [
N A —_— AN
S5
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1 R SR A Bl o FI (7]
Fig. 1 Collection station and time of fish samples
(S1: 1, 2021-09-16 16:00; S2: 7K 4 Hf & SMifk, 2021-09-16
22:00; S3: 415, 2021-09-17 22:00; S4: H IR &, 2021-09-20 20:00;

S5: K 24 5 Atk , 2022-04-15 20:00 Fl 2022-04-20 20:00)

(S1: Shi Yu, 2021-09-16 16:00; S2: Yongle Islands outer reef,
2021-09-16 22:00; S3: Yin Yu, 2021-09—-17 22:00; S4: Ganquan Dao,
2021-09-20 20:00; S5: Yongxing Island outer reef, 2022—04—15 20:00

and 2022-04-20 20:00)

VG R TP A 5 0B it £ 2 R el A g 9 BT
F a2 R Gk R ) HEAT W A iy %5, OF I 1k K
(PR, em) AR B (kg). 1 FH JC B 89 7] Fgs 7
HEAT A ), B 1 9 25 1 AT IO e A VR AEAE T, R
HT WA
22 BFERNEYR DNA R

5 50 J iR 3 2 K R AR W B 3B N W 51 KR
54r4h, LI IRRE R I RIR G5 . WS )E
(9 B — 6 7 AE T DNA 32 B, ffE ]
TIANamp Marine Animals DNA Kit i 5l & ( K4, db
50 £ DNA, NanoDrop-2000 4356 5% BE i1 11 T 46
DNA (¥ & R4l B, DNA R 5 FE T-20°C, 451 .
23 BRFERNEFWHKEKIEE DNA K PCR ¥

il

i L R S B R S R 4 i (5 3 AR
Ak B W % ( mtCOI, mitochondrial cytochrome oxidase
subunit 1), 7% Uthicke %529 #f 53 fifi F 5|9 %t COTS-F-
69( 53, GGCCTGAGCAGGAATGGTTGGAA ) /COTS-
R-987(5"3" GCCTTGTAGCGTTGCCATTCACC) #t 17
g T8 N 254 K B0 &L %) PCR 973, ddHLO 1F R B
P IR, DAAS ] BA 2 09 KOO & 4l B 3k Al
DNA fE R FHMEX IR, 351K R 2 25 pL: 4046 1E 1] 5]
P1(10 pmol/L) A 7] 5147 (10 pmol/L) 45 0.6 uL, 12.5 uL
2 x Phanta Max Master Mix (i ME%E, 1 [E ), 1 pL DNA
FEMR (M FE Sl 1~ 10 ng/pL), ddH,0 #b 75 5] 25 ulL.
P18 R B 452 95°C 3 ming 95°C 15's, 57°C 155, 72C
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1 min, 34 AN EFF; 72°C 10 min. {81 1.2% B B i A
EEREXTY 3 = AT LK (135 'V, 28 min, SRR 3 pl),
260 nm #E B8 BLAR AT WEE, BN H A9 &0 (R/h A
919 bp). ¥ & A HMAA I PCR Wik 1E A B 4T
WP (R — W A R AT BR S |1, ), I B
M 51 #E47 BLASTN X .

3 45

3.1 M#BENERE
TE R R PG V0 5 A IR AR X, Ll g 62 FE i ) A
(R 1 23 R), MidBEREE, R HE

J&F 10T 140 13 H 238 36 J8 50 Ff, 1k K5 Bl R
10.5~29.5 cm, & 4 0.01~0.285 kg( £ 1), Hrfk
FAACRTES M 44 RIS, FEF 114128
20 FF 30 J& 37 Fi, FLARCRAR A K % 5 1Y 18 2 I 1 A
fa, FET 1T 1999 H 128 158 16 F, H b Bk
W8 W {11 (Scarus globiceps) . &8 JLIE 5 ( Cephalopholis
urodeta) F1 25 B G| AEBE ( Parupeneus barberinus) X 3 Ff
it FE AR B S Ak
32 BRBERNTYHRKEEE DNA B9

X} 50 Ff 62 FE 1Y i 1 N AW AT K e 2 H
9 7 BE AR, AR 4 PCR &34 Al BLAST J5 471 b X 25

1 HEFEESASHEBEEFENTYNKREELNER
Table 1 Detection results of crown-of-thorns starfish in the gut contents of fish from coral reefs in the Xisha Islands, South China Sea
e ) TR
N Rt . FE
H B & il REEA R /kg it /em R DNA
Pl EIE] Hl A} Acanthuridae W fa)& Acanthurus I\ B A Acanthurus S2 0.285 295 &
Acanthuriformes lineatus
RS £ Acanthurus S2 0065 175 i
triostegus
I R faE it fil a1 Ctenochaetus S1 0.115 20 w5
Ctenochaetus striatus
Fitfil B Af2 Ctenochaetus S2 0.135 23.5 &
striatus
B A& Naso Sy Bt Naso lituratus S2 0.13 215 =
PARR EAD Naso thynnoides S4 0.22 28 5
Heth B Zanclidae BEAh )@ Zanclus 4t Zanclus cornutus S2 0.055 13 i
i H Anguilliformes HEER] Muraenidae BEBEEE Gymnothorax — JNMERRME Gymnothorax S5_420  — — &
Jjavanicus
##)¥ H Blenniiformes #i{F} Blenniidae L& Atrosalarias 55 Atrosalarias fuscus S1 0.015 10.5 7w
H & H Centrarchiformes %78} Cirrhitidae FUS)E Paracirrhites  B§1 Paracirrhites arcatus  S1 0.01 13 7w
RI#452 Paracirrhites arcatus ~ S3 0.02 13 i
LY SeeRE] i fa Bl Chaetodontidae  MIMA & Chaetodon HATMIE (G Chaetodon S1 0.11 19.5 &
Chaetodontiformes auripes
1N 185 151 Chaetodon wiebeli S5 415 — _ N
A HiE| &0 F} Holocentridae  4R5 1018 Myripristis SRRSO Myripristis S2 0.15 19 &
Holocentriformes violaceus
S ) Sargocentron RSB Sargocentron S2 0.02 16 =
diadema
R0 Sargocentron S5 4.15  — — &
spiniferum
%34 H Labriformes [ faF} Labridae JEt0 )& Cheilinus U230 Cheilinus S1 0.11 21 %5
oxycephalus
=B Cheilinus s2 0.23 25 2
trilobatus
JEIR )R Hemigymnus — HAIE)RIKM Hemigymnus S5 415  — — 1w
melapterus
W EF Rl Scaridae LRYSMEAL R Chlorurus FIBERS RO Chlorurus S5 415 — — =
sordidus
YOI £ )& Scarus RPN A Scarus 2 0125 22 iR

globiceps
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HABTUSELT2 Scarus  S5.420  — — %
globiceps
LRIEYSME AL Scarus forsteni S5 420  — _ S
LRIEYSME A2 Scarus forsteni S5 420  — _ S
LRIEYSYE A3 Scarus forsteni S5 420  — _ S
8 H Lutjaniformes 1178} Haemulidae SIMUE)E Plectorhinchus 51 Plectorhinchus S5 4.15  — — =
vittatus
H 3%} Lutjanidae YRS Aphareus X R4 Aphareus furca S5 415  — _
I Lutjanus B 6] Lutjanus bohar S2 0.125 24
KL Lutjanus S5 420 — — 7
argentimaculatus
#i7/ H Perciformes 5 R R R EL ) WEEEMFHIEJE Prerocaesio  MRAGHEEMHIH1 Pterocaesio  S3 0.13 24 &
Caesionidae tile
MUHSERFIR2 Prerocaesio S4 0.06 21 =
tile
T3 Caesio & A Caesio cuning S3 0.07 20 &5
fig®} Serranidae JUBEE & Cephalopholis  BZUIUBEET1 Cephalopholis  S1 0.045 18.5 w
urodeta
BEOUE 2 Cephalopholis S5 4.15  — — w
urodeta
BKEA UGS Cephalopholis — S1 0.115 22 &
argus
B U2 Cephalopholis  S2 0.205 235 T
argus
BESJUBKSY3 Cephalopholis  S4 0225 26 5
argus
VLR Epinephelus  WeHi 5t Epinephelus S2 0035 165 5
merra
5 F1Fl Siganidae WiT-fa)& Siganus RAIET0 Siganus S2 0.04 18 i
argenteus
BEWEF10 Siganus punctatus S5 4.15  — _ %
fie iRl Kyphosidae fieti )@ Kyphosus K& Kyphosus cinerascens  S2 0.075 20 w
iR} Pomacanthidae — HIPLAIE Centropyge TR Centropyge S1 0.02 13.6 w5
heraldi
B AR AL Centropyge S1 0.015 124 &
vrolikii
7} Pomacentridae TR AT Abudefduf T SR Abudefduf S2 0.115 214 %
vaigiensis
e tt)g Dascyllus W8zt Dascyllus S1 0.01 10.5 B2
reticulatus
i H Spariformes Jo i fa R (B EA) WHERJE Gnathodentex 47 5#EH1 Gnathodentex — S2 0.105 235 &
Lethrinidae aureolineatus
SAFVRIIN2 Gnathodentex  S4 0135 23 b
aureolineatus
FRIFR S Lethrinus IR EERRITI Lethrinus S2 0.215 27 P <3
erythropterus
RYIEE Lethrinus S5 420 — — 75
olivaceus
5 i #JE Monotaxis AT U588 Monotaxis S5.420 — — i
grandoculis
e fa | iR CEfaRL) Mullidae 0248 Mulloidichthys  TCHH 1 Mulloidichthys — S2 0.09 21 &
Syngnathiformes vanicolensis
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ZR1
- BRI H
N D7 5 L =
H # & i KM W /kg PR /om B DNA
TCHEEAN2 Mulloidichthys  S4  0.145 26 i
vanicolensis
AU Mulloidichthys  S2 0.04 185 3
flavolineatus
FI AR Parupeneus SRBERIAEEE 1 Parupeneus S2 0.165 26.5 &
barberinus
ZPERIHEA2 Parupeneus S5 415 — — — 7w
barberinus
2 B4 Parupeneus S4 0.105 23 &
multifasciatus
MABERIAEEE Parupeneus S4 0.07 11 &
pleurostigma
filif¥ H Tetraodontiformes HfiffiliF} Monacanthidae ] B il MBERTFLEE Cantherhines S1 0.05 16.5 =
Cantherhines pardalis
AR B 8 Pervagor LI Al Pervagor S1 0.015 11 &
melanocephalus
fiffili Rl Balistidae LR Melichthys SR Melichthys vidua — S1 0.24 24 w5
TR R Ol R} ) Htili & Diodon BEPERN Y Diodon hystrix S5 4.15 — — T
Diodontidae
T H Uranoscopiformes  FE R} (IR 2 R} 85 Parapercis JEBEUS Parapercis S2 0.04 21.5 &
Pinguipedidae hexophthalma

e IO R YL, 2, 3R Al —F AN [RIR IR S5_4.15F /R FEACRAE T20224F4 7 15 A AYSSHGAL, S5_4.20FRRHEACRAE T20224F4 H 20 H (1

SSUL; “—Fn RS K o

A, R BUA 4R ARl G I B OpE TR 2 DNACIE 2 fil
2 2), 435 R R 80 e £ ( Dascyllus reticulatus), =1
J& i1 ( Cheilimus trilobatus) . V) 5. i ( Naso lituratus)
F0 % 4E B I5 8 ( Lethrinus erythropterus)(J8 3), X 4 Fif
R4 [ 2021 4F 9 A &8 Dy K i B 2 R e
A 05 S B REE DT 3, HLBR AR R E R 1 . X
4 Ff £ (19 KNS BTN 10.5~27 em AR KR 4, 43 31
i )& T 42 89 B} (Pomacentridae) . [ 3k ff1 B} ( Labridae) |
2 a7} (Acanthuridae ) F1 e 5 7} (Lethrinidae (36 1),
o, =8 £ S8 Bt FN R G5 U S B A
FETE L 38 P9 25 rh R I 21K B &2 DNA

4 g
41 AFRLERSCHREKKEEGRBAEME
b9 bl B2 43 7

A B R — A DL R AU SR kg A O 2
¥, H AR BRI N, — RO 2 1 4R
PRI TERCT O3 2 1 AZ LA BP0 Gy A B B FE
/AN T T B 2 A 3 R MR PR A S i R
{14 R 5 Bl I i ) R B A R ) T B AR R0
20w DL I R M)A TC A HE Sl o B0, NI, M
B RO S 0 A A B B B2 B T T R R R
T 2RI 2 e ) LR 2SS ML [ I g AR 25 By S 1

M Cl1Cl4C15CI18 B FH

100 bp —»

&2 4 RNt £ 18 N R ) CoTS P 445
Fig.2 CoTS amplification results from the gut contents of four
coral reef fishes
M: 2 000 bp marker; C11, C14, C15, C18 43| g M & e fa . =g
A1 IV e A0 LR BB RO (9 i 30 A 2 BT RBE 43 500
ddH,O I ity A2 &)y 3t
M: 2 000 bp marker; C11, C14, C15, C18: The intestinal contents of
Dascyllus reticulatus, Cheilimus trilobatus, Nasolituratus and
Lethrinus erythropterus, respectively; Negative and positive:

ddH,0 and CoTS larvae

SEfth o AHIFGE L H A HE ST 9 K OB & DNA 2 T
L AR, X2 [ e A AN [ A 3 K v 2 2 O 11
T DX 09 #2514 i i N S 0 EAT TR . P58 R R, 7E
AT 23 B 50 Fi 62 J2 WAkt 0y i N AW A
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F2 MMHEEEFERNSYH DNAKERE CoTS ¥ 18 F 5 A BLAST LEXf 4R

Table 2 DNA concentration in the gut contents of four reef fish species and BLAST comparison results of their CoTS amplified sequences

A5 S A IE A Y CoTSHLIN
. 118 AR o BLASTHIfBLEE
=] K A 1] <t é,«}— g B 1= =3 L\ 11 et D A
TR YRS E SR DNAV /(gL ) IR AR BLEE e Sy HAARI Tl

Cl11 Mo e fa 143.2 99.66% LC596401.1 Acanthaster planci Australia_GBR mitochondrial DNA
(Dascyllus reticulatus)

Cl4 =g 43.8 99.66% LC596401.1  Acanthaster planci Australia_GBR mitochondrial DNA
(Cheilimus trilobatus )

Cl15 i) £ fa 312.1 99.66% LC596401.1 Acanthaster planci Australia_GBR mitochondrial DNA

(Naso lituratus)
Cl8 IR EER T 428 100% LC566227.1 Acanthaster planci Miyazaki03 mitochondrial DNA

(Lethrinus erythropterus)

0 o 1.
Cl11
e T
Cl4

15

Scm

B3 AN Y CoTs Ay 3 stk £ e il 9 454
Fig. 3 Coral reef fish with detectable CoTS and

their gut contents
Cl1, Cl4, C15, C18 /3 B ML R fi, =it 4, Jaiw) & 10 fil
% S8 A )
Cl11, C14, C15, C18: Dascyllus reticulatus, Cheilimus trilobatus, Naso

lituratus and Lethrinus erythropterus, respectively

4B 4 Fh 4 J o ge K I B BE B DNAL A 45
J5 O i HE i B L 2 B IR T B AT, IR
IS T Hag E bR b C s py Ko &2 a2 F
(A, EHILA I Faias, KET10H
16 B} 39 J&@ , Horp 23 FhaT LU 6 K B0 B2 77 IR 40 il
14 T a] $5ff £ R A AV G 4%, 12 T 4 B 32 5 I
WAL, 49 Fhn] il £ WA S8 38 58 T A IS AT 4 4, 7 Fhoa]
Jil Bl B A B L AR, 1S b RT3 05 B R AR
53 Pl B WAL A T R . St IR TR, &

BAEA B 5T rba] UK I 21 < 06k 7 &2 DNA R 4 4
h, HUA M SCE e £ R T LU It 2 TR IR
4y Hy o T = RS A OV S A R G RO X
3 7l B 9] e £ 249 R G R R I B R BOR T
SR P A T B K BT L DNACER 1 TR AL, BEAb,
e BB ) 8 £ 78 B A0 a0 42 3 AT DU KB 2
T A4 B, A BEHE 98 (Lutjanus bohar) F1 22745 Bl AR 6
( Parupeneus multifasciatus ) 7] LA 6 32 5 856 T- 10
OV L VS WG 4 A R A 2, BB 1 B ( Monotaxis
grandoculis ) W 4 WL 52 3] 0] L4l £ £t 52 A K it 2 IS
WK, (B EA BT 5E ik 4 Bt (9 s 18 N S AR AR
ARG BB B DNA(R 1 il AL,
42 NYEREHEKBEEFRSH

W 20 2 e £ (D. reticulatus) X< G 2 A EE
W UARIE . Cowan 573 HI1E 2016 4F-, 2017 441 2020
AF 1Y N IR S50 vh Ik B M 2 g ] DA RO
g B IF IR A L, O HL e BT KR B2 4 H o P AR
I BT 2 — A R B, A B i R A R
Hohn, FCA ERE W 00 R Ak B, i ROR S R
fikess, eAh, A AiT38 & B0, B AR A H At & 8 25 A 2
%5 W a0 5 9 B 4 B (Linckia laevigata) 1775, W80T
Jefi[ H(3.57+0.21) g, £.(48.95+ 1.19)mm] 3RSl &
PO TR IR AR, HAH B RCRAR Z M, AR
A e B R XA AR S B e (B 10 g, 4K 105 mm)
4 J 1 9 25 bR I 38 R TR A2 DNA, i 2 4
H = NS TR — 2D AE, W A R Y
W £ Je AR Al E B I e B iR IR A L, HOARTRIR
N I S5 e i 24 BT B 4 U RE T, $
20 e AR D /D R v R 4y PR R R R IR i L
LA BACE HE 07 T T BE R AEAE I .
43 KEBEIMIHNEEELHESE

TR A ) S 0 R B AR X 3 e 3 e
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01 A R i T S BB AR S M PN A 8 g A, AT
FIF 5T B R BUE AT I 92 B A KO 2
DNA, #1331 it £ nT B BB ok ] e il 22 K
WA . A ZE AR A S B A 25 em, BT AR
A, S H A TN EHESI Y A (X R,
RN L fi 3 N 25 Th K B0 L DNA RT RESE )
A S0 B AR, ARk A UK e 2o &
MR Sh P s FE sh W) . SV B A S — i IS A
AETE A, R LIRS O B, W5 2% (Sargas-
sum) F1 5% 3% ( Dictyota) 55, W23 5 8 /NG 1 sh ),
T A B9F 5 2R 4 14 980 £ nT RE 1 S A KB
5 DNA BRI s W) ol B TR K
R . O A TR R I B 2 eDNA 1R45 5 45
A B 7K 5 2R 100 S5 B8 2 1 V2 A AR v e
I 5 AR50 ) 3 A BT 2~ 25 m T A I D At R 408 T
HRD BT X, LR R s . iR i . H oS s A/
R B9, A5 v i B AR ) i T N 25 ) e A
AR DNA, FIRE R THEE T LB 2o B 4x
sy, Wocahdy . Mo s EEAE T IR B &
SRR TG X 433X 3 it 2 £ WA B B (I TR BA B
TR AT B B, 3 2 A B B ) R 58 R A AR iR S
. TESERY . FET-RY) KRR AL, (A4 A e ke >
ORI 2 M (L AN S 3 Fh £ S35 5 8 IS ARG 26 15 ), i
BT E N A K G 2 DNA Bl ek
R R VR IR 4 AR T REMERAIC, 1T RE E DL
B il B IS K 2 IR B DA e R o
TSN Yo 2, JU LR AR SE AR, AR A T RE R K
T RIS BE R . S ST T L) GE
o & PR S S 50 UE R A O B, DR
BB WA K 7 B B AR R A iR A B A 2
44 AMERETTHEKHREENGERKLNB K
i E DNA R E
WEEXEY O E R FZHNERKS), WiGh T

SE K

AN TR)A 00 % T S 3500 R 38 2R 1 AR Ak L HC A RS P 1Y
FEXE 5 W 10 7 180 BE T RN 0 1) 8 % A (i S oo
HAH7 81 W 4 ( Chaetodon auripes) . [ ¥ B8] ( Lutjanus
bohar) . %7 B 4k 8 ( Parupeneus multifasciatus ) Fl F.
51 U5 i ( Monotaxis grandoculis) iX 4 Fh £ 1E 1 4 % 9k
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Identification of potential fish predators of the crown-of-thorns starfish
from Xisha sea area

Zhang Ying', Yang Litong', SuNan"?, Chen Huizhen"*, Gao Qian"*, Hu Jianxing', Zheng Fanyu',
Lai Fuxiang"®, Yuan Yunyu®, Fu Liang®, Chen Chang"?

(1. CAS Key Laboratory of Tropical Marine Bio-resources and Ecology, Guangdong Provincial Key Laboratory of Applied Marine Biology,
South China Sea Institute of Oceanology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Guangzhou 510301, China; 2. Xisha Marine Environment National
Observation and Research Station, Hainan, South China Sea Institute of Oceanology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Sansha 573199, China;
3. Institute of Hydrobiology, Jinan University, Guangzhou 510632, China; 4. University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049,
China; 5. College of Marine Sciences, South China Agricultural University, Guangzhou 510600, China; 6. Sansha Track Ocean Coral Reef
Conservation Research Institute Co., Ltd., Sansha 573199, China)

Abstract: The crown-of-thorns starfish (CoTS) outbreak has caused severe damage to coral reefs in China and the
Indo-Pacific region. Fish predators have been considered as an important factor in controlling the population out-
break, but there is a lack of research on the fish that can prey on crown-of-thorns starfish in China. By collecting
coral reef fish from five outbreak areas of crown-of-thorns starfish in the Xisha Islands, CoTS DNA was detectedin
the intestinal contents of the reef fish using PCR technology, and which compared with reported CoTS larval predat-
ors. The results showed that a total of 62 fish belonging to 23 families, 36 genera and 50 species were captured in
this survey. CoTS DNA was detected in the gut contents of four fish species, namely Naso lituratus, Dascyllus retic-
ulatus, Chelilinus trilobatus and Lethrinus erythropterus. Among them, N. lituratus, C. trilobatus and L. erythrop-
terusare reported for the first time as potential predators of CoTS. This study has identified the potential predators
of CoTS for the first time in China, providing important references for the development of early prevention and con-

trol techniques for crown-of-thorns starfish.

Key words: crown-of-thorns starfish; coral reef fish; predators; intestinal contents; PCR detecting technology
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