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A WEE T (WK E LM B ( Goniastrea retiformis ) F1 /\ &\ & b 3 # ( Platygyra
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UM ETREMHIXEEHRMBERZEN,TE AL ., AXREREZN: 2N E T EE WK E LA
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WA, METEFK BELE—ERE L XBmAL2 NP H, 2B HE K, BN KDNE X, j&@%ﬁﬁiﬂ%
XA FHMERAPERABRBEETRIERW K, G, W RERNMBARRAET T E 0L 548,
HY BT RAV 7 £ 4 % E 7 4 s 00t F A AE B A R

KR AL A 3 Al 0 ETT R R, E ik

FE A% S P736; P595; P722.7 MEAFRE: A MXEHS: 0253-4193(2023)08—-0062-11

1 Bl ﬂjm?ﬁ%ﬁi—‘é\ﬁ%iﬁ‘ﬁ‘?u&ﬁi&ﬁ’@?ﬁ%%
AR 0 57 A0, T 3 SC A 8 R R A R T R

AT TEXT R ER R R G R LR E BRI, PRI SR T B 32 BERE T AR S SO B AR
%Tmﬂ?/ﬁ?#yﬁ'f“mﬁ*%ﬂ’]ﬂ@ﬂﬂwﬁé\f*m JK T F) 3 BEAT D Rk« Bl o 28 o AR SC A 43 i
A BAT B X0, Tz A TG B RS BRI K R AT S S i W L
A 30 I R A O BRAR A SR AN PR B 7RI AR K e e, R ST R S B AR Y
FRL PR~ Ko FH b ME TR 2 AU EE SR L (ME T R CaCo, iy

W5 H H#A: 2023-01-09; f£17 H #3: 2023-03-31,

BE&TH: BERARPFRS (41976059, 42030502, 41603091); # 7iG FERR % 5 TR A4 S50 % (BRI ) QI8 A1 A3 H (311019006, 311020006 );
K2 A B A I 2453150 (8202110593175,

YEF B M (2001—), L, PR FA X4 BN, B AT PE R 58 . E-mail: 1055598523@qq.com

*EEEE: ZH(1989—), B, Wby BR A A, W+, AIZZ, F2 NG T 5 SRR L5 . E-mail: jianwe@gxu.edu.cn


mailto:1055598523@qq.com
mailto:jianwe@gxu.edu.cn

831 AT S5 T I L IR D B ¥ B Merulinidae 33 SC A 5 0 2K 8] fifc kT 2R 43 T 22 40 o F IR JE AN B R 2 RS R 63

Ca) AR, 2 1 5] S B RV K AR 3R B RRAGE,
1% #% (Henderson) 43 it 7 2 (Kp) # 8% F T R AR i3 it 7T
FAE WA ] B o fCiE O 3 A8 I SO i i S T
JK Z 18] 1 73 Fe F B ik 20y
Kp = (Me/Ca)sy | (Me/Ca)ysyc (1)

o, Me Fon i JU R W & B /K 9 45 3k i T
DL IA M 18 2 7E 10.3 mmol/kg 22 45 14, 1 Hofth =%k
AT LA Ao R A 0GR AR . AR i A N By A g e AT
Y, BRI A B A AR (IO A <A A RN ) S22 5 e 3 A S
AEEAmE KA E TR K, EMREERNRZ —.
AR, AW Ak i B v i) 3 1] G U A A 5 e 2 3
SRR TR B A,

HH, © A A1 78 AR 3 — Lo 3 B9 0 > 7 K RE AR
T T b B ) b i 4 Y K, (B, 94D, YK
B 3] SC A7 1] f3 ik 46 J® (Sr. N, Fe, Ba, U, Sn,
Cr, Cu, Cd. Pb, Zn, Co %) K, (AR Z1E 03~3.5 2
[B]™, FRiE 7R R 69 H: FE 41 PF 3 ( Pavona clavus)
Cu ) K, {H Ky 0.3'7, 17 > H K VG ¥ 19 45 Fl 3 3 1
Cu Y K, {H - 0.3~7.2"Y, Shen F11 Boyle™ % i& T 4tk
T4 ¥ i I 3 ( Pseudodiploria strigosa) Zn W) K, 1H 1 1,
iMook B OK VOV RO RO Za Y K, MH N
0.3~15.91 Shen FI Boyle” i 55 7 4t < 74 7 75 35 Hili
W Po (9 K, 6 R 2.3 B KV AR 417 Cd
M9 Ky {B R 0.7~ 1300, AL R PGy 101, 1 4 i o
0.76™), Jiang 55 1 AT 5 T 1 1 A 0 6 12 965 dok 3 b
I (5 B 52 33 ( Coelastrea palauensis) . V& 5 1%
W3 ( Porites Iutea) 1 + F 41 F+ I B ( Pavona decus-
sata) ) ' Cu i) K, {6 70 %l 9 4.4, 2.7 F1 3.0, Zn KJ
K, fHAM10 1.4, 1.8 F1 1.2, Pb (4 K, {55314 1.0, 0.6,
1.2, Cd 19 K, {553 %14 1.0, 0.6 F1 1.2, Cr Y K, {5531
0.6, 0.5 F1 0.6, AR5 5t [7] G2 FLAERFN 43 L 1, I
52 BH B8 - J2 38 2o oL A T A 20 3 B S A A A
i [R]— R Y K, (BN % — BUW e, SR, HiA
FA) — 26 S ) o AORSE 1 PR 3R, B 4 5K T T K IR JEE (Sur-
face Sea Temperation, SST) . 23 5% M {3 £ 7T R M I AH
TR 2 ) [ A AR R B L RE 0, R, il SC A Y BOHE
Jr7s, ARART 45 58 P Al 8 K, (6 #T RS A AN TR o

] PN A1 X6 3 5 06 2R FE S SC A R K [R] 43
it R BB D, OF BORFER 4 A 09 K, (A 2 AR
I T A7 3 389 60 98 A HSOHE A B 00, X A i A Y
K, AR RIRE . A, 23RACA LA 53 B &R
$OH9 BF 5% 35 B 4 b 75 5 30 B ( Porites) | 4 55 i} 3
(Favia), -3 ( Pavona) ZE 3 J& I, i % F HoAl
T A I 0 B D o SR, X SR SY T 3

W R o3 ATz, AR AT TH e DL 5 i A ) 3 A
PRk, X T — e R AL 455 3= 3 BUER A i ) BIF B 2T
Oy E B R BRI (Merulinidae) J& T 41 3t
B H & — P E A A A I, AR R IRz A, T
Xt R BRI AR 5 A il i 0 R K, (A58 X T 3 [ 3l
Wk XS BRI A T A+ A E L H
S, HHTOC T #3039 & AH SC A K, (B E A X b

AR HF 5 7 FE I AL T I O 0 ) v Ay 5 A
SRR BT T 2 SRR U 3 50 Ao (AR 3
A& M 3 ( Goniastrea retiformis) 1 /\ 5 111 Jm i 5 3
( Platygyra yaeyamaensis)) A L (1) J5 A7 3 )22 15 7K A
ity f AT 5 b E B ICER (Cu, Zn, Pb, Cd #il Cr)
K, fBL, JFRER T B 8% 50 A P B AL 2 R A
LR R 2 o Ak, B AR A8 T 4 18 0 1 4
W, e T 5 R OC B K, (B A0 22 S B AT RE Y
SEMATR 2 (I, IBIRN)E | SST. 7K pH I AI S8 45 ).

2 W IXEL, AMPRFITT A

21 WREEEME

TP 7 TR AL (20°54'~21°10'N, 109°00'~
109°15'E), 2T E AR AL &, SIFRZ S 25 km?,
BV J5 76 555 DU 20 2 XA 55 S it % 30 1] HE BRUZE K b
WL, &t 222 B AR IE L T LR s . X
FTE RS |« BE IR R Z 00, TR I G R AR AR
T 7 I R R Y, PO RS R R B R 22 TR AU
WA W RE A e o I b X T LR Y BT TR T
2 WA X, 5 JE 30 2 AFF 4 KR R 24.55°C, 4F:
SEHIEE K & 1380.2 mm, MG 2015 4F X P 5 5
HfE E AT 00 7 A0 A 2 R A T R, SR O S i i 4 S B
A 1R 22 J& 41 Fl, P34 Jm 1E 7 b i S0 A0 A i 51
Bl (Favites) % A8 )i K A1 45 24 16 M 5 ( Goniastrea) . g
13 (Acropora) . 1 3B e S5 30 340 46 7 P %) 3t
B A,

2015 4F 10 A, FATM 2~ 10 m KK CE4 2 5 m)
(9 6 A s AL AY 27 FE FP O T 67 AN /INbRAS (AR BF
GEIT I o3 A AE Horh 5 A A (B 1D RERA
FUOE AR A 1 [ ), FRATT A 12 o TR A R i TR
F B R R K 28 SR T WA TR A 3R 2 1 KRR AR
T I I KR i R AR L s s AR A R AR v, TR
1™ 4 2 BRI 52 45 M QU 98 & 3 )(GB/T 12763)
FCHEPERE AL 75 Y(GB 17378-2007) 147 FeAITA
SR PR it v 2 T AR AU ST C DR 4 4 S A\
Ly B SR ) AT 1 — 2B A5 (8] 2)0 L3R P R AR AN
8 2 AR R, R AR R T/ A R0 AR A A8 S
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Fig. 1 Distribution of sampling sites of Weizhou Island coral reefs
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Fig.2 Coral pictures collected from Weizhou Island
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a. Goniastrea retiformis; b. Platygyra yaeyamaensis

22 SWAE

SR AR R K B 285 FLAR R 0.45 pum 1Y T PR 27 4k
Sy, A RS R VA ORI 1T K = pH /N T 2, Z 5 2t
APDC-DDTC-MIBK-¥ O bE R RFEBUE EM TR, &
il TR I 8 7K s A€ U, A A D W WAL 43 D16 016 B 1
(AAS) I 7 1 7K B i v B i ST 2 (Cu, Zn, Pb, Cd.,
Cr) & i, S A v, 308 R FE, IR R Ak [ K
b i) it (GBW(E)080040), H: 8 42 il 5 SF- 17 KE (19 A1
XF b A 25 /T 5%, s E W) BT A ] IR LE 90%~
110% Z [0 o 43 Hrii 40y W22 SCiik [27].

TE 28320 1 7K W5 BEJ5 B T A IR S SECA 10%
H,O, 135 i1 48 h, #& Ji7 i A J i 4l 7K 7 I v v Bk
% 3K, K 30 min, fi 5 AE 60°C K5 4 o XU T 48 he

A4 I A 18 A8 B bR A D) G F, A T B
8 3 2 A A AR 4 S0 B8 S U0 T 1 I 80 )23 e BB R
ARKGUZMFEMIR G5 5825 R i
HLA 2T 3.0 mg # i, 4 HOB AR 2 23R £ 4% (Low
Density Polyethylene, LDPE) 4%, A 10 mL 2% ) i FR %
W AT % o BT A BY#E 5 J ] ThermoFisher( ICAP-
Qc) H, A & 45 B 7 IR B % A (ICP-MS) X fill i T R
(Ca, Cr, Cu, Zn, Cd 1 Pb) #4743, [R A FH b (s
5 ("In F1'YRe) A AE IE Ca Y TR FNAL &5 A LR .
SR FH 0 S O TiE R B 5t 48 1R 1 DA O 43 B 5080 ) 1
B FORG 25 B, LR LS A A 2s ORE L SRR ORI XT
B 22 /T 5% ) A E ZAREY) B (GBW07129. GBW
07133, GBWO7135), 43l 15 W22 3Cik [21, 28]
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3 #EiR

— B, T K R DG R A S T 2 S R I
TofJe 22 57 e ) S R B L R S R S i B
PIZC, Y0 5 2 SR A R D0 28 5 a9 25 ) 22 57 A1
Xof 58 /INeT, A AR T e B b SR I T [ — A
HARG R RO, I, 738 B IRATR A /9 33 5C
OEBHMETERNEEERASRK, AR TR

IO SC A B 0 B T 3 AN ) S R
(4 W1-1 g4 Zn @& Al S 10 5 DL 1), 3X 4R
ANRE 25 ) 22 S ooPi g 22 Ok R . 5 B B
%A K R0 TT B8 7 20 M T Sl 52 W B S, R
125 7 A P A o0 28 2 R A IR 40 A TR U 3X
e H (E 3). W E 3an] WL, BB SC A B B Zn,
Pb, Cd K H B T M H 1.5 45045047 1 (IQR) Y 5+
WA R T HERRIX S S5 (A S, ZEASWF 5T TR 3R]
P A R BR (1, I 3b),

1 AARREMNENSMMLAERUMELESE (£ pg/g)

Table 1 The contents of trace elements (unit: pg/g) in coral skeletons collected in Weizhou Island
RIS (A MR s s Cu Zn Pb cd Cr
ARG TEINS] (Goniastrea retiformis) Wi Wi-1 3.40 197.40 1.08 0.11 0.35
w3 W3-la 333 6.71 1.37 0.14 0.49
W3-2 2.60 5.63 0.69 0.12 0.90
W3-1b 3.69 12.87 1.51 0.29 0.51
N L BRIV (Platygyra yaeyamaensis) W4 W4-2 1.45 5.26 0.85 0.05 0.28
W5 W5-2 3.49 12.52 6.52 0.12 0.92
W5-1 2.56 6.41 4.80 0.04 0.38
W6 W6-1 3.89 10.29 121 0.12 0.68
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Fig. 3 Box charts of coral trace element contents (unit: pg/g) from Weizhou Island

F 2B T AHETE I R 4R 0 IR SC A4 R R
JUR R & i, IF A SE2Geit 1w e Al 3] itk
DX 38 s I B T R B B KPR 2 mTAL, U

£ 0K 45 46 B0 58] F0 O\ 0L G B0 B8] S AT B Cu

Pb. Cd Fl Cr i 75 /K 20k L 5 [RAER A I 5 16
IR B A M R IR L R IR E A P I A
VT, A& F A 725 F0 b B 256 30T 5 v Sl A, o e VD

85 25 T o T ) BRI O 5 AR 4 A2 B3 A\
L ik 380 S A7 1 8% Zn 19 5 S K COF AR TR, A
TG VDR B 8 U IR LA K T ok P D Y 3 A
PRE) o PR, AT B9 2 Bl SO P U TR
4 B K R 7 41 E A P R I SO S Rl oo
RIE HMEA (R 2).

HIZE 3 Al L, 54 s R R KB pH., RIZ K
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R2 BEAEBHMHMERBRECETEYEE (R4 ngg)
Table 2 Average content of trace elements in coral skeletons in the Souch China Sea (unit: pg/g)
(ACS IR Cu Zn Pb cd Cr BTN
TV S WARZG AL ( Goniastrea retiformis) 3.11 6.17 1.05 0.12 0.58 ES T
\TE UL BRI (Platygyra yaeyamaensis) 3.02 9.47 1.19 0.08 0.55 ER D
I HEHFIN Porites lutea) 270 19.23 1.58 0.09 0.72 k(2]
BHLGE I Coelastrea palauensis) 3.74 27.71 1.52 0.16 0.98 SCHiR[29]
+FHFI] (Pavona decussata) 2.52 17.6 2.51 0.15 0.54 SCHR[29]
[liiya% S S B I Coelastrea palauensis) 2.34 21.11 - 0.09 - SCHR[30]
REFAMIE I (Pocillopora damicornis) 3.81 26.41 - 0.14 - SCHR[30]
[i}d% S22 T I (Porites lutea) 127 2.56 0.36 0.002 5 0.30 SCHR[31]
JARRIEE B B (Porites lutea) 11.7 16.9 1.02 0.10 1.08 SCHR[32]
/N RIS (Hydnophora microconos) 7.71 3.74 1.84 - - SCHR[33]
IR PE T FRUESLE B (Favia speciosa) 8.72 4.69 1.79 - - WCHR[33]
P (Porites lobata) 6.97 4.12 1.37 - - SCHR[33]

T <RI

Fz3 MNEMBFRENEKpH, SST (BfL: C). REBKEE (SSS) MREHETLESE (B4 pg/L),
URETSS VMBI BN EE R
Table 3 The pH, SST (unit: °C), surface sea salinity (SSS) and the contents (unit: pg/L) of dissolved trace elements of the seawater

samples collected from Weizhou Island, as well as the adjustment coefficients based on the high resolution coral data

121]

o pH SST SSS Cu Zn Pb cd Cr
Wi-1 8.42 27.6 32.0 0.96 10.66 0.92 0.11 0.90
Wi-2 8.46 27.8 31.9 1.16 11.53 0.52 0.12 0.92
W3-1 8.37 27.1 32.6 0.93 8.41 0.69 0.068 0.70
W3-2 8.39 273 325 1.01 8.03 0.80 0.07 0.79
Wi4-1 8.88 273 322 0.40 3.25 0.19 0.021 0.67
W4-2 8.93 27.4 32.7 0.41 3.92 0.24 0.024 0.70
W5-1 8.45 27.2 32.4 0.88 4.83 0.24 0.046 0.58
W5-2 8.59 27.6 32.8 1.05 575 0.56 0.05 0.66
W6-1 8.43 27.6 31.9 0.55 8.35 1.23 0.042 0.99
W6-2 8.46 27.8 32.0 0.60 8.9 1.62 0.046 1.00
FEIME 8.53 27.5 323 0.82 7.23 0.65 0.051 0.79
—2RIK K B bR 5 20 1 1 50
PEECES A 0.85 0.61 0.63 0.38 0.80

B AL 24—, SR B J 0 B A A i
PRBE R TAGERRAL o TP 8 K Bl T 3R R
T W6 s i Pb AT M8 LA, HoAth o 3% & R T
T [ g K — G FORARMERT . [F) — RO P A R 2 I

IKFEA B TE 2R A B AR — B, RS 322 1
KR TER G RAFAE—E 22 5 o Horp, Ab T Y0 5 7Y
FHY W1 W3 A RS2 K B Jo R & A s T
Fofth s A2 o TR I B DY 52 20 A A KRR A i 2 S Ak B
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J7L ARk L KRR A Tl i, [ B R
ORISR TP E IS S SN DNE
Bl 43X 2 2K i i T R S R R S

AW 5T T 2K N 2015 4F 10 H R4, Hifga
JCE it ] LU R TR 2 1 3Rk 2 1) 38 2 Mg K T 2
JCE B, R A R A A R R A A K B
AR fil, AR I 2 o — A1 A K 1 S 1 4 1) ol o
R, T HERRIE K R LR R A
PR3 e DR 25, R ATTAR 9 2 413 % 18 4 22 550 CHR 90
5 W3 7 B P I 2014-2015 4F A 20 HE R 5K
Wi, HARFY &R SRS Ca & & BRI LU
A AERKA G RIEENNEESES Ca il
BB ARAT, 1 W2 2% Sk [21]) X 52 0 7K F 8 0
TTIRE, LIS B 3T 25— 4R i /K i i oo R OF 39 B R K
Y, 10 A5 2 AR B K, (6. R AR I AE A2
AN 2R, 0 T2 B O 5 5 A SR 4R (1 UK
G Xof g S ), FRATTIN Ry T i ok o 2R AR T D
A T b 1 3 TR U 5 S B K AR SRR . R Z K
2% ) AT A8 M AT BE SRR K, B A MER PR, S5 T

T 8% 3 22 U 7K I Al 2 R AR A I 25 A7 E — S e Bl en 9,
AR K, (A7E I BAAE—E W2 . Hiid A
[Fi) ol Jeg 22 18] (4 LA, N 22 3T TR SR T ) 2 J o7 3 o)
AR JRZHE IR, FATIN A AW ZE BT A 54 AR B
AEFU B\ 11 et i ) 040 B T R K, (B A X A
B . X —2518 5 Akagi 859 L [T B0 AN [ Fi & LA
LA [l oz & i 381 45 4B AT ¥ K 8] B9 10 R K, (E 9847
X U B 2518 = — B .

4 THE

4.1 METEEME XA BEMGKEH S ERE
— B, [ ) AR [ R T Y K, (8
22 ST £ T0FE AL P R A 25 5, T A ) S 4
b A B i O R B K, (8 25 5 SOl T A B AR Y Y
o730, AR (1) XA OCTe R B, FATIH
K, (HUN 35 4 o o W6-1 5 A0 59 /5 Lt fii 30 588 £
Cu W K, {8 B . = 1 oAt 507 (35 3t 50% L | ).
3 3 % B A T K R 0 £ ek oT 3R U0 & L W6-1
(49 7K Cu 7 Ak T AR, X 530 T W6-1 i

*4 BNSAHBHPRECETNIEABREMMIATMES ZEITLL

Table 4 The comparison of calculated distribution coefficients for trace metals among two species of corals from Weizhou Island and

reference values of other coral species

R A (hATH Cu Zn Pb cd Cr

AT WUARZGIEIMI (Goniastrea retiformis) Wi-1 432 - 1.06 0.55 0.45

W3-1 3.65 0.59 1.50 0.90 0.66

W3-2 2.84 0.56 0.70 0.88 1.18

FHME 3.60 0.57 1.08 0.78 0.76

T 3.65 0.57 1.06 0.88 0.66

J\FE 11 i I 089 ( Platygyra yaeyamaensis) W3-1 3.49 0.96 1.42 - 0.60

W4-2 3.55 0.97 2.64 1.01 0.38

W5-1 3.48 1.42 - 0.75 1.06

W5-2 3.22 1.52 - 1.01 127

W6-1 6.40 0.80 0.66 1.13 0.58

FHME 4.03 1.13 1.58 0.98 0.78

T 3.49 0.97 1.42 1.01 0.60

BHAE BB (Porites lutea)™ 270 1.76 L11 0.60 0.53

S RN (Coelastrea palauensis )" 4.40 135 1.09 0.99 0.58

+FH S (Pavona decussata)?" 3.04 121 1.93 1.24 0.59
FOIRELS I (Pavona clavus) 0.36!"7 0.7~1.31, 1 7121 0,762

[ ( Pseudodiploria strigosa)
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S0 K, R [RIRE, WS b7 A4 /T L i 303
B Zn F1 Cr Al W4-2 #5435 1 s Ao 3 859 49 Pb 1%
K, (HAL B BLERIE B . 3 4 RT3 T &R B
P& AT i T 2 K, A F 40 A ep (e, 25 28 0 on
WA Fp i 42 B OC R K, (1 B R A b
o N T WA RS2, FRATEEE T E AR D Ao
TR EN Ky (H o FRAVEF MR TTE M K (A
PITERT R4 1 A B R
4.2 WBFEX K, E R MRS

Hi 2% 4 0] DL, AS TR 3 391 9 Fh 6] — it oC 2 09 K,
HAEZES . EHAE MR, SRR K,
1 0.36, I F Ho Al W81 & 19 K, {6 (2.70~4.40),
S, AR PR A ) K, (B2 R
W R T H AR MY K, (22 5% . F I8 Rz AR
FHIEA Cu (9 K, 18k 58 9T FH 00 96 K 808 AN 02 D oz
KO, P, ARBFFE N Linn 2507 37 38 09 AR 4 1)
W Cu B K, (B AR HERG A, Rl

B R R M R R K M EE W

RO Sy I b A [ S b 2 ] S
GO AR, TR 1 3 T I 2ok A A 0, 3R Tl 1R
P9 il sl i R ge L B (18 4), Horbr, J\UER 1
I S 38 A AT A L € R e 1 RE PR A, il TR b
[F]—> @ N FR I b o 06 R 0, e ) ) 19 1A
J53 Jid i 3 ( Platygyra carnosa) {3212 MF T &
BERFR o DL 4 R UL, TR 44 14 S 391 0 PR J5i e i
WHARIEMN R R R, 85 B S bEE
BOEWRG R R, = H XY )E TSR, R, &
BV B RN T AP I 0 5 E AR 3 b A 0 2
K R

FRATTXF I My 1 5 A % T R 1Y K, (AT T
BRI, RILRI T 0 45 5 5 LT W) 2ok A 4
Ji 0, 25l 1 BE KR A TR R R R B A R A
(% I 56 FR o 3K Uk B B b R B R 4 Ok R AT R
) K, ([HEA B EREm . o, hE S ar, #4470
FRAE N 5 A () S 3 o e =2 ) K, L P R X e 7 O 2
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Distribution coefficients of trace elements between Merulinidae coral
aragonite skeletons and seawater in the Weizhou Island, the northern
South China Sea: Species and Rayleigh dependencies

He Xiangxiang1 , Jiang Weit?, Liu Lingdanl , LiuJin', Liu Yuchun!, YuKefu"?

(1. Guangxi Laboratory on the Study of Coral Reefs in the South China Sea, School of Marine Sciences, Guangxi University, Nanning
530004, China; 2. Southern Marine Science and Engineering Guangdong Laboratory (Zhuhai), Zhuhai 519082, China)

Abstract: The distribution process of trace elements between coral aragonite skeletons and seawater is a key link to
control the incorporating of trace elements in seawater into coral skeletons. The distribution coefficient (K,,) charac-
terizing this distribution process is often used to reconstruct the contents of trace elements in seawater in time
series. Lacking of in situ research on corals and seawater, the limited knowledge related to the distribution behavi-
or of trace elements between coral aragonite skeletons and seawater seriously hindered our acquisition of accurate
chemical quantitative data on seawater. In this study we selected two typical reef-building coral species (Goni-
astrea retiformis and Platygyra yaeyamaensis) and five trace elements (Cu, Zn, Pb, Cd and Cr) in the surrounding
in-situ surface seawater of Weizhou Island in the northern South China Sea, and estimated the distribution coeffi-
cients of these trace elements between the coral aragonite skeleton and seawater. Results revealed that the K, value
of G. retiformis for Cu, Zn, Pb, Cd, Cr was 3.65, 0.57, 1.06, 0.88, 0.66 respectively; the K, value of P. yaeyamaen-
sis was 3.49, 0.97, 1.42, 1.01, 0.60 respectively. We found a significant difference among different coral species in
the K, values of Cu, Zn, Pb and Cd, but no significant difference for Cr. The results indicate that the K, values of
trace elements are affected by the Rayleigh fractionation, which is related to the numerical values of K,,. The study
provided relatively accurate K, values for coral aragonite skeleton and seawater, represented important basic data
for future research on coral reefs, and expanded our knowledge of chemical signature in biogenic lattices associ-

ated with marine organism.

Key words: in situ seawater; Rayleigh fractionation; trace element; Merulinidae coral; South China Sea
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