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BE ARG ETHURTENRE, UEATFERBE LB TS E TS AT R L, A X 4
SIS R SETFTRAFALEEZAREL, XNEHERFRHAT TV HAR  FETEMHAKTE S
EN. ARXN, EHEAWNEELEGFTMNKREGET , RETHABTE AKT KD MHER
BRAE, AHEGAREEGAHA/AEANY., B4 E R P MnFFe b ERG, HNEEEH KT E,
B E N 142~1352ng/g, L Pt A 114~1268ng/g, H 41k B EH 80% WL L. 2x EW kT &
CEBTHAEBE, XRERETHBRANEA. ELERNAKRTRZNAELET 2 7EA,PA4
(PPGE) 4 E&® T Ir4 (IPGE) . 1 TZ AKX E rPIERE MPd A 7%, EAPLEEM
PATHBMAE, HMEEETMBRTERRTERE T TR FE L ZREMEAKZEHAK-2 K
B BALEFEMNMIKTESL CaO PO, Bafn Cu EAI 4, MUK T ERETHBET T, 54
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AR ER, ATt — P RAETHETENEE. BHARMN TR EEERHRTENX

BEH-—EWEENE,

KB VAT REE LA, B4 47 1R T & IR ¥ kR
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EAT, &8 4572 A 5098 TAEBUS T —2E B
BoE ni R, R IUAE Y AL A R R PR L
) S 7 TR 00121, 3 4 AR Ay R 4 5 1 TR A 18 2 R
FUBASE T Al . 56T 5B 45 50 Y It K M ER 1L 2% 10
58, AR F % & . i oo 2 AT s R ST,
PR AL E RO R Y . MEoT R R oo
Bk, AR . A5 22 e T 5%
R 1 3 Bk AL 2= MR BE, TT DAE R — R Bk AL 22 5 R
FRNa Sy B 5 b Bk Ak A T Ak AT R DL B ) TR Y A
BT B, RN R Ry b A ) B R R R I UE A . Halbach
OIS K BR, A 4 A AN R T R A KR
B ORI RIS IR, HE TR 5 4 A Ak — &2 g K
DUVET & T & 4578 . R, W45 e h R
%R 0.1~0.35 mm & & Ni (98B A7, 08kt 45 5%
PRI JC 25 AT RO 2k B A1 45 M A0 I ok . Wk A
G 3 1 & A 45 7% Re-Os [RI R IUBFST LB, B Tk
T2 IR A b 7 R ) b YRR R O R R A
SEAb, AR RIS AT TR K IR T b AN B R . FD
Ibe I 4507 3 S PR SR IR 40 BT R, B B 2 e
BRS E DR R v, A B A i 85 i 2 S LA )
R 25, /M) B AR C R R &
FLFR o X R AR v i 5T A5, PR R R 45 5%
PR BRI T 28 TE A58 5 5 7K B RR PR 5 52 A T AN [, AT
ot KA e AR KRR 2, B SS &
IRl YRR S 0 I 1 Os RN 2R LA 32 K i V5 40 J
AN 5, 0 A 45 5E 1 Os A K 5 ¥ K B B
B G 2R, B A 4G e RO BRI G R B SR Rl TR E
SNEE Rk, B JC R B R R 32 A KR L M e
AR R AARTE |V I BB TR R R A R0, D AR AL
il A A TUVE & 4R . R T TE B A . 2 T R
S5 TN Hb AP TR N AR, 3 B R 85 i i A
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Fig. 1 The sampling location of cobalt-rich crust CD16
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Fig.2 The photo of cobalt-rich crust CD16
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FRI(50.00+0.50) mg F 5 T3 AL P I, Jin A
fiz 1.0 mL. 572 1.0 mL. SR 1.0 mL, I35 3 1 J5
THEFH 190°C fn#A 48 h, R A JE T HIHR | 150C 28
R ERAR, AR 1.0 mL Z& T 5, FA 20%
(VIV)hBR VAW 3.0 mL., 1.0 pg/g 5% M bR AWK 0.5 mL,
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Table 1 The description of cobalt-rich crusts CD16
s MERE R /mm LERIE LN

CD16(1) #HEH&EZ  0~4 R AR ACIRIGEL, RATHE

CD16(2) 4~8 TR 1 , B4 11
CD16(3) 8~12 TR 1 , B4 11
CD16(4) 12~16 REARIIE, B0
CD16(5) 16~20 ERIN PN N

CD16(6) 20~24 ERIN PN N

CD16(7)  HifhJ2  24~30  WECIRGIE, w6, BEH A0
CD16(8) 30~36  WECRMNE, BB G, BL R LA
CD16(9) 3642 WECRANE, BB G, BL R LA
CD16(10) 42~48  RIECIRIGIE, B O, B F LA
CD16(11) 48~54  RIECRIIE, M6, B R LA
CD16(12) 54~60  WECRANE, BB G, BL R LA
CD16(13) ##)ZE  60~66 BRI, R0, AR ERIK
CD16(14) 66~172 ORI, B0, A RRERIK
CD16(15) 72~178 ORI, B0, A RRERIK
CD16(16) 78~84 ORI, B0, A RRERIK
CD16(17) 84~90  JRLURMIE, B, BEHIRILNK

5 B S T HLAS 150°C i 8 he ¥ HTE 2%
(VIV) RS PR VS W E 22 % 50 g, #5045, W B e & ]
28 R & B 6% A% (ICP-OES, Thermo iCAP 6300
AU E o 43 b ik 72 b B R AR fE Y it GBW 07337,
GBW 07338 1 GBW 07339 W 45 ¥ it 2, {R4E T &
AH T 1R 22 478 5% LA, 1B ICR B TE 90%~ 110% Z
6] o A o TAE E R IR R AR — M v I 5% BT il
2.3 HmKRTEMNL AT E
MR A SCHR [21-22] HEAE T2 2 B 7 ik, 6 e A
S5 FERE A UEAT WAL B, A5 BT : AREX(1.00+£0.05) g
FEG T RIS B, A SRR 5 mL B RR RS,
Wi APt | Pd, I, "'Ru F1'™O0s i B, HA0A
fif 2 10 mL, Il 5 & B R 3% 0748 5, T 170°C
24 h, B HEH RIS A VKFE R YR 2 h, H128
B35 5 B Os, I Te-SnCl, #4 UT 78 75 43 5 T 4% 5
Pt. Pd. Ru. Rh, Ir, UL & £ i IR ¥ fff J T L #4001
150°C 7 T, SR 5 H EK I e sk s, W I I 7% 2
15 mL #5008 5 B0, B 2 VS T 20t B 138 e v
BAE, ARV A DN . A1 0 25 F VL R A S5 S T

%1% (ICP-MS, Thermo X series 2 &) M % . 23 #7 1oL 12
AR ME ) B MCPt-1 F MCP-2 Ws 5 50 9 o
PRIE 40 70 28 A 6 52 22 ¥ 0E 10% LAY, [l i 5 14 7
85%~115% Z [a] o £ 5l ik TR AE [ 48 55 IR AR 4
— TR VRIS TV T T S 5 % 58
24 HRTHMHEEERZE

5B 4 T AR R BT R AR v R
h, R X2 fb A7 A (XRD, H 48 3 %% D/MAX-
2500HB+/PC #) HEATHA4H 43 7 o FE a0 % 0 TAE
FE SR % RS R — 0 T AF 5 T TR b T S 58 % 8 A

3 ZER5iHe
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KA L A 455 CD16 FE S 1 % 5 Rt
K3 s S5RFW, BE S ot FERE R0 YN
KIFE (8-MnO,, V), ‘B J&: 7 58 S AL 31 58 T 28 i)
—FhK B ALY, B 0BRSS A 45 T 0 A K R
FEACFREE T, 53 Ah, AR S R R AR T A R
W, WA A& A5 ST b B, X 0] R A e
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Fig.3 X-ray diffraction analysis of cobalt-rich crusts

VKB Q. A3 PL AHE A Or. #1 K A1 CFA. R BB K A1
V. vernadite, Q. quartz, PI. plagioclase, Or. orthoclase, CFA. carbonate

fluorapatite

B A4S TS E A 2 AR CD16(3), CD16(5) il CD16
(12) kb #5722 CD16(15) Fl CD16( 17) & £ 5 £ 1
JEE Y, WA (Q) . AHE A (PD AT K A (Or), H
H, A R 20 AT DURDR RS & A 45 7B KA
(14 A% Ak, 4 ki VR 4 TS ) SO % R 44 e A R I B T B
Broc B P A S R, UL E A A e e ek
K42 37 1 55 22 10 i VR e ) 0 o



4 v R AR TR SR I LA R R 2 ST B0 T B Bk AL~ R AL 5 R U 85

ke 8 S IR FE B CD16(15) #1 CD16(17) &
A B Z W B JK A (CFA), 1 78 3 72 /2 CD16(3),
CD16(5) Fil CD16(12) Jf- A A M o i B I A 1 1S
B, RN B A S A KA BT OAR [R) T, R
KRR IR F AR IC R, BB R T
W22 BRR B IR A, X1 B A A e e I AR K R A7
2T B IR AR AL S R SE R

BUAL, B 25 FERE S I R IR S AT
S, AR AT 2R 1T S A BGR, 255 e
SORHEWT, WA A e h S A K AR A A AR
£ #) (FeOOH *nH,0) &, 5 & 1k F 55 A ) T 7K 1k 7
BRAEREAL AR, FET AN L DA R R 221
IKFRARAFNE fh A R AR 2 AR o 3200, fR I HE T e
il 25 7 1 A KA R L IR R

PRI, SR 000 LR T 205 e M i RS T W R
KRR, KB W HE A0 | RHC A B K A R
B, RIS A R IE S SR E /A A . R

B W2 BIN] LAy AR WIAE L R AR L R R )
AR P A
32 REBEBLBEHEZEIETENSENHE

KA LB A 455 CDl6 RES R TR SR
2, GiREIR, fEERITE T, Mn M Fe & 5 5,
Hodr, Mn & B H 16.38%~26.74%, -5 H 20.41%;
Fe & iR 10.11%~20.32%, “F-¥I{H N 16.74%. H ik
J& Ca0, P,0;, Na,0, ALO;, MgO. TiO, fil K,0, H: 1,
CaO &M 2.81%~18.16%; P,O; &M 0.78%~9.99%;
Na,0 & & H 2.23%~ 3.02%; ALO, & & N 0.72%~
4.02%; MgO 54 1.43%~2.18%; TiO, ¥ 1.30%~
2.21%; K,0 & 0.47%~0.99%., FE Co. Ni, Ba,
Sr Ml Cu, H: 1, Co & 1 K 0.21%~ 0.78%; Ni 7% & N
0.28%~ 0.53%; Ba 7 £ 4 0.11%~ 0.20%; Sr 7% & N
0.13%~0.17%; Cu N 0.04%~0.19%.

B A 45 5¢ CD16 £ i CaO/P,0, FLIE M 1.79~4.34,
SERIE A 3.25, YR TR S K A1 (1.621) Rl SRS KA1

*2 ERHEEHSTEELZRSE

Table 2 Major elements contents of cobalt-rich crusts

BEfS  Mn% Fel% CaO/% P0s% ALOy% Na,0/% K,0/% MgO/% TiOy% Co/% Cuw% Ni/% Ba/% St/% Mn/Fe CaO/P,0s
CD16(1) 1925 1850 3.10 1.04 2.48 2.89 0.66 1.92 133 046 004 030 0.1 0.14 1.04 2.98
CD16(2) 2045 2032 320 098 2.75 2.83 0.73 1.98 144 049 005 032 0.12 015 1.01 327
CD16(3) 1956 19.76 3.08  0.89 3.06 2.87 0.77 1.92 147 048 006 034 0.13 0.14 0.99 3.46
CD16(4) 23.04 19.07 337  0.88 234 2.86 070  2.03 159 061 008 042 0.14 0.16 121 3.83
CD16(5) 2674 1738 3.75  0.88 1.08 2.99 060 218 184 078 0.0 053 0.15 0.17 1.54 4.26
CD16(6) 2671 17.63 3.78  0.87 1.12 3.02 062 216 207 075 011 053 0.16 0.17 152 4.34
CD16(7) 2282 1739 327  0.78 1.64 2.69 0.65 1.89 208 057 011 042 015 0.15 131 4.19
CDI16(8) 1945 19.02 298  0.78 2.56 251 0.75 1.83 208 042 011 034 016 0.14 1.02 3.82
CD16(9) 1821 19.61 289  0.82 3.08 2.40 0.83 1.86 197 036 011 031 0.15 0.14 0093 3.52
CD16(10) 17.08 20.02 2.81 0.85 4.02 232 099 201 183 033 012 028 0.15 0.13 085 331
CD16(11) 1847 1774 295  0.79 3.35 235 0.91 1.98 188 045 013 033 015 0.13 1.04 3.73
CD16(12) 2060 1607 347 097 3.03 235 0.93 2.09 221 055 016 040 0.17 0.13 128 3.58
CD16(13) 20.56 16.00 3.80 1.14 2.74 238 090 208 215 053 0.18 043 0.18 0.14 128 3.33
CD16(14) 21.07 1333 1036  4.93 133 2.47 0.57 1.83 1.64 039 019 049 0.7 0.15 158 2.10
CD16(15) 1792 11.18 1698  8.88 1.17 230 0.50 1.57 131 025 0.16 041 0.15 0.16 1.60 1.91
CD16(16) 1638 1137 18.16  9.99 125 2.23 0.47 1.54 130 021 0.16 036 0.17 0.16 1.44 1.82
CD16(17) 1860 10.11 1629  9.11 0.72 2.23 0.48 1.43 1.62 034 015 035 020 0.17 1.84 1.79
w/ME 1638 1011 2.81 0.78 0.72 2.23 0.47 1.43 130 021 004 028 0.1 0.13 085 1.79
WK 2674 2032 1816  9.99 4.02 3.02 099 218 221 078 019 053 020 0.17 1.84 4.34
THHE 2041 1674 6.13 2.62 222 2.57 0.71 1.90 175 047 012 039 0.15 0.15 126 3.25
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(1.318) i) CaO/P,0O; LA™, & & 45 52 IEH 2 7e 2 1
CaO F1 P,O, & # W 5 5 /8, AV VE I Ll R Ak 5 b
457¢ CaO/P,0; HUAH/NT 2 B0, FoR B #hidh e kBT
BERRERALAE ] o JF ELYEFE M IS SR 8O 2 & A 2
PR R Ik, d BH & G 4 5T B e 2R R R R T BRIR Eh AL AE
o B AL 4558 CD16 #E i Mn/Fe L {H l 0.85~ 1.84,
IR 1.26, AHXTEAR . TR BRER T K Mn/Fe U (H
SR R A VR T B S e 4 AR P, Min/Fe L 80N, 32
KA FH AR5 i K5 1T Min/Fe FUABLBROKC, A2 B AR
R . R, & 6457 CD16 K Mn/Fe Fb
EE /N, 52K AR IS M AR . Ak, & 4l 45 5¢ LA
FI5) = A (] 4) Bse, &6 245 5¢ CD16 B i i K
MR, BB E 4 Co. Ni Fl Cu, FEASBEAT 32 5]
TP AT B0 R0 s AR A s

(Cu+Co+Ni)x10
0,100

Fe 100
0

P4 s AR ) = A P
Fig. 4 Ternary discrimination diagram of cobalt-rich crusts'
33 RBBLUBEHETHERTENRERE
KA L & B 455 CD16 FE AL TP AR LR & i
W3 FiR. SRR, &g Mo EM e s
BB R 142~ 1 352 ng/g, V- 3418 M 623 ng/g.
Hodr, 78 T B HUE G E o, P W i T =A%
JCE, Pt & &l 114~ 1 268 ng/g, - #1184 567 ng/g,
o7 A ST 80% LA b, B Pt E A 45 5T % T
F I B ARAE . HORJE Rh, Ru, Ir Al Pd, il Os & &
/. Pd41(PPGE) &4 126~1 324 ng/g, “FH(EH A
597 ng/g, Ir 41 (IPGE) 7% & 4 17.7~33.5 ng/g, V- ¥J{H
4 27.1 ng/g, PPGE/IPGE H.AA A 7.11~39.5, “F-¥I{EH N
20.7, ML AT UL, 41 7% J6 K A9 PPGE & & W I i T IP-
GE. ®&4h455¢ CD16 i BRI C R A&V ¥ME
A 200 ng/g, H1E] JZ N 664 ng/g, FJZ K 1081 ng/g, H
F/NF HR: T2 hEZE. 2R T W, 1iE )2
M EBIT, BB EE, SRR SR, &5e)=
BT R & U B TR =

28]

B 45 50 )RR AE T R X PYPd L {E S 36.9~ 420,
IE R T C1ERRL B A (1.84) AR PYIr LL{E A 23.3~
99.5, it K T C1 ERA B A (2.22) BIME P Pd/Ir HLAE N
0.19~0.72, /NTF C1 ERRL Bt A7 (1.21) BIE, Al
W, BEN A SRR TR Z IR A T o A EL. B
B 4555 R 8Pt Ol 5.91~26.5, Pt KT 1, I W B
Pt 1E 5% 5 8Pd 4 0.03~0.21, 8Pd i /N T 1, FE K Hi B
WPAdSEE, I, S TAE TR BA PtE
L1010 Pd 5 HUFRAE . DLAb, & B 45 SRR S B )Z 8Pt
YJ{H A 7.85, Pd V- ¥ {H M 0.14; ] )2 5Pt Ky 17.0,
SPd 47 0.09; I JZ 6Pt & 24.2, Pd A 0.04., 8Pt K /N
JFFRNTFE, iEZE. B2, 8pd K/ANBF A 2. i
2T B, MR EER, 8Pt & 1 R F
SPd Ly /A . SPt A LA Sz W 4 45 5 T AR IR K
S AL B i 58 AR R0, S U WA 2 e BB, R
B2, WK AP S R i A T K 5 AR A PE A A
T PtiESH, WMifEdt 74T R a4 .

T M S e SR i TR LR R ARG 4 7 B T T
B AR, X BN 2 5T 5 I Hb ST AR v e L b
Fe. MFI K EA | K BRI A6 D G M 1 A
TR O i AT OB, R AR (UL SRR ) R R
4 A 5 A AR P B T R B i (AR, LR
ARSI 4, B5ERBOR, B ZSSE IR TR
B T oeae . Hhot . I X RGO ER ) L R
I b W& 0 K, B B B i & 167, 33, 9.7, 28,
26 Fl13.2x10°, AH L FHABEA BT R, Pt & E 455
K, 409k 247, 113, 10, 103, 80 Al 12x10°, H Ik
A DL, RS SE S M EE ST B A b oT | T LR A | A
TR A ) R i e b 1 AR AT BORA 24, 7R 9.7~33 2
(], X e 1 B SRR B R, S 167 A%, TR /K 1Y &
SE 5 HIH A A, BRIV A 45 5T RO B T 2 I K
6 MBS, P, B RS2 5 bE At b BT R B R R
TR .
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H AT, X & 8245 78 th 8 T 2 R A T i 4
W, B R R E A M IR KR AR RIK
T LV IV TR 5 AR i 95 A5 T B, X A R B
1w A4S ST R R ) B B 2 IR R A SR
LU 5 45 50 R HL At S A0l R, g 1 X R T
Fe. SR AR | R B PR BRIk RN K R AR T
FHEAT C1ERAL B A bR AL, FEFC 3 i Ze LI 5. 45
FoR, RGBS S ARG R G TR &
BR, BT R I IC o ith 4 SR 2P 175010,
Pie o3 A R A — B, X R I AN G 0 R 4R 1Y Bk
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Table 3 Platinum group elements (PGE) contents in cobalt-rich crusts

Friis <n§: D (ngI-r; H (n:: H <n:hg/ H (ngP~tg/ D) (n?Z H (:g('}: ) <§ZZE‘/> <1111;2E{> Tpop PP PUIF PRI G ond
CD16(1)  0.39 4.90 124 7.40 114 3.10 142 126 177 7.1 369 233 063 632 021
CD16(2) 044 470 15.0 109 136 3.40 170 151 201 751 399 289 072 591 0.9
CD16(3) 037 420 16.2 14.0 158 2.60 196 176 208 847 609 377 062 695 0.5
CD16(4)  0.62 5.40 18.4 15.6 184 2.60 227 203 244 833 709 341 048 7.66 0.14
CD16(5)  0.69 5.70 19.7 13.4 182 1.80 223 198 261 761 101 319 032 981 008
CD16(6)  0.65 5.70 20.1 177 197 1.40 242 217 265 820 140 345 025 105 0.6
CD16(7) 032 6.60 19.9 195 312 3.70 362 336 268 125 844 473 056 973 0.3
CD16(8)  0.28 7.80 21.3 226 487 3.00 542 513 294 175 162 624 038 156 0.08
CD16(9) 0.6 8.20 188 21.9 581 3.79 634 608 272 223 153 708 046 169 0.8
CD16(10)  0.22 8.10 18.8 255 657 3.12 713 687 271 254 211 812 039 195 0.08
CDl16(11) 027 9.84 19.5 33.7 774 3.12 840 812 206 274 248 786 032 200 0.07
CD16(12)  o0.16 9.69 18.4 323 828 3.60 892 865 282 306 230 854 037 203 0.07
CD16(13)  o0.16 10.79 19.2 41.1 1073 3.52 1148 1122 302 372 305 995 033 236 0.04
CD16(14)  o0.16 10.25 20.8 335 887 2.40 954 925 313 296 370 865 023 262 0.04
CD16(15)  0.45 1133 19.8 345 875 221 943 913 3.6 289 396 772 0.9 265 0.04
CD16(16)  0.12 10.58 189 40.9 932 222 1005 979 206 331 420 881 021 259 0.03
CD16(17)  0.17 13.36 20.0 43.6 1268 7.19 1352 1324 335 395 176 949 054 19.0 0.06
TR/ MHE 0.12 420 124 7.40 114 1.40 142 126 177 7.1 369 233 019 591 003
HRRAE 0.69 13.4 21.3 43.6 1268 7.19 1352 1324 335 395 420 995 072 265 021
RES(:N 0.34 8.07 18.7 252 567 3.10 623 597 27.1 207 189 625 041 159 0.09
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Table 4 The enrichment factors of platinum group elements (PGE) in cobalt-rich crusts and other geological bodies
[ZE R Os Ir Ru Rh Pt Pd PGE
(SR 0.34 8.07 18.7 252 567 3.10 1.77
5 0.004 0.02 1.0 0.2 2.3 0.2 3.72
e 1 1 1 1 5 10 19
LR 0.8 1.17 2.63 14 56.41 1.92 64.33
%N 6.8 0.1 2.5 79 49 59 196
PORER ALY - 0.8 1.8 3.5 55 9.9 22
Je iy b 3.4 3.2 5 0.9 7.1 3.9 24
SUEETE) 84 403 19 126 247 16 167
SUFE) 0.3 8.1 19 25 113 0.31 33
SOEILZERE) 0.4 6.9 7.1 18 10 1.6 9.7
SUHEK) 0.05 81 7.5 0.32 12 0.05 32
SRR - 10.1 10 72 103 0.31 28
SURIR ) 0.10 2.5 3.7 28 80 0.8 26
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=
45t
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Fig. 5 Platinum group elements (PGE) distribution curves in

cobalt-rich crusts and other geological bodies
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Fig. 6 Correlation plots of Pt/Pd and Ir/Pd in cobalt-rich crusts

and other geological bodies™
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Table 5 Correlation matrix of elements in cobalt-rich crusts
JCHE  Mn Fe CaO  P,0; ALO; Na0 K,0 MgO TiO, Co Cu Ni Ba St Rh Pt PGE
Mn 1
Fe 0233 1
Ca0 -0389 —0.927" |
P,0s —0.431 09177 0.998" 1
ALO; —0382 0.708" -0.659" —0.630" |
Na,0 07547 0.562° -0.536" —0.556" —0.105 1
K,0 -0.151 0662 —0.736" -0.719" 0.924" _0.109 1
MgO 0.6377 0.722" —0.853" —0.874" 0426 0593 0605 |
TiO, 0374 0288 -0.539" —0.553" 0243 0056 0.554" 0531° |
Co 0936™ 0447 -0.623" —0.653" _0.093 0.774" 0.136 0.805" 0472 1
Cu -0.198 —0.718" 0.544" 0525 _0286 -0.742" _0.095 -0.317 0275 0337 1
Ni 08137 0266 0077 0.021 -0.6407 0366 -0380 0325 0271 0.625° 0332 1
Ba -0.058 -0.6737 0493" 0487 0388 -0.624" _0.162 -0.348 0394 -0.172 0.844"° 0310 1
Sr 04917 _0474 0513° 0487° -0.893" 0301 -0.840" _0268 -0.293 0238 0.038 0.598" 0238 1
Rh -0458 —0.771" 0.655" 0658 _0208 -0.874" _0.098 —-0.534" 0.103 —0.535" 0.904™ 0026 0.847" 0004 1
Pt -0.524" —0.748" 0.6317 0.640" _0.153 -0.910" _0.057 -0.558" 0.090 —0.590" 0.877"" _0.066 0.823"" _0.060 0.976" 1
PGE -0.520" —0.749" 0.632" 0.6417 _0.157 -0.909" _0.059 -0.558" 0.093 —0.587" 0.879" _0.062 0.826™ _0.056 0.978" 1.000™ 1

T 5 R B R Pearsonfii LR EL, n=17; **FR BARBEP N 99%; *Fm BRI PH]95%.
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Fig. 8 Variation curves of elements contents with depth in the growth profile of cobalt-rich crusts
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Geochemistry and source of platinum group elements in cobalt-rich crusts
from Caiwei Seamounts in the western Pacific

Gao Jingjing"?, Liu Jihua?, Zhang Hui"?, Yan Shijuan"?, Wang Hongmin "-*

(1. Key Laboratory of Marine Geology and Metallogeny, First Institute of Oceanography, Ministry of Natural Resources, Qingdao 266061,
China; 2. Laboratory for Marine Geology, Laoshan Laboratory, Qingdao 266237, China)

Abstract: To explore the source of platinum group elements (PGE) in cobalt-rich crusts, the samples from Caiwei
Seamounts in western Pacific were chosen as the research object, for which XRD, ICP-OES and ICP-MS were used
to analyze the mineral composition, major elements contents and PGE contents in cobalt-rich crusts. The results
showed that, the main crystalline minerals were vernadites in cobalt-rich crusts, and the minor minerals included
quartz, plagioclase, potassium feldspar and carbon fluoride apatite. Also many amorphous ferric minerals were con-
tained in cobalt-rich crusts. In addition, Mn and Fe contents were the highest in cobalt-rich crusts, and PGE were
enriched in cobalt-rich crusts. PGE contents were 142—1 352 ng/g, and Pt contents were 114—1 268 ng/g, in which
Pt accounted for more than 80%. PGE contents in the old layers were higher than that in the new layers. And the
phosphatization appeared in the old crust layers. Moreover, there was an obvious contrast in PGE of cobalt-rich
crusts, Pd group (PPGE) contents were more than Ir group (IPGE). PGE diagrams showed the positive Pt anomalies
and negative Pd anomalies. And Pt was enriched and Pd was poor in cobalt-rich crusts. Meanwhile, PGE in cobalt-
rich crusts were probably derived from the reaction between seamount basalt and seawater during the oceanic shell
erosion process. PGE had positive correlation with CaO, P,O;, Ba and Cu, so PGE were probably enriched in the
phosphate phase. In addition, the growth profile of cobalt-rich crust was from top to bottom and from new to old,
PGE contents increased gradually. Therefore, oxidative marine environment and high marine productivity had a
positive impact on phosphatization, which further promoted the enrichment of PGE. This study provided a certain

reference value for revealing the source of PGE in cobalt-rich crusts.

Key words: the western Pacific; Caiwei Seamounts; cobalt-rich crusts; platinum group elements; geochemistry; source
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