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Synthesis and Mechanism of Shrinkage-Reducing Polycarboxylate Superplasticizer

GE Haosheng'?, SUN Zhenping'?, YANG Haijing"?, ZHENG Kunpeng®, ZHANG Ting"? CAO Yong*
(1. School of Materials Science and Engineering, Tongji University, Shanghai 201804, China; 2. Key Laboratory of Advanced Civil
Engineering Materials of Ministry of Education, Tongji University, Shanghai 201804, China; 3. CREEC (Chongqing) Survey, Design
and Research CO., Ltd., Chongqing 400023, China; 4. Jiangsu Chengyi Group Co., Ltd., Xuzhou 221699, Jiangsu, China)

Abstract: To provide a theoretical reference for reducing the shrinkage and cracking of concrete and promoting the development and
application of the shrinkage-reducing polycarboxylate superplasticizer, a shrinkage-reducing polycarboxylate superplasticizer
(SR-PCE) with dispersion and shrinkage reducing properties was synthesized via free radical polymerization with isopentenyl
polyoxyethylene ether (IPEG), acrylic acid (AA), butyl acrylate (BA) and other monomers. The molecular structure of SR-PCE was
characterized by gel permeation chromatography and Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy, and its shrinkage reduction mechanism
was analyzed. The results show that the molecular structure of SR-PCE is a designed structure. The optimum shrinkage reducing
performance of the synthesized PCE can be obtained at a molar ratio of IPEG:AA:BA of 1:5:4. The mechanism of SR-PCE with the
optimum shrinkage reducing performance mainly is since SR-PCE can further reduce the surface tension of the solution rather than
ordinary PCE, SR-PCE can reduce the evaporation rate of the pore solution of cement paste and improve the pore water retention.

Keywords: molecular structure design; free radical polymerization; shrinkage reducing polycarboxylate superplasticizer; mechanism;
surface tension
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FERAEBCR AN AR . I, BT YE B SRR R R
ORI S 7 AT R Rt 7, RAEZE
OB (AL 2 Yo

A A F T YR - IS4 LER R SR FR IR R K
FA RS2, T B R A ARk
FTBHRHI PR T BE(BA)[BA 70 17 & AL
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5K 7J(29 72 mN/m)[WE i4E D e s, 8 AR
H SR G, Hil 8 —Fh e R4 7 B s A R sk
ETNRE IR 4G B SRR TR R IOKFI(SR-PCE),  FFx F
I TEERMEHT T RAE . B 4T SR-PCE 5%
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SR-PCE [k ZAWLEEHEAT T VEAHER TT
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T4 B PCE (W JE kMR RIRERRER G
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MEVOAL EIL A (H0,, FESEN 30%), 13

Nl EAALEI(NaOH)ETR, 253 T 7K.

FA Tl % 7K Ve 1 R K e R R R A ) = 2
e SEHEKIR, ELRMEAA 346 mi/kg, HE B
YRR E B YA RN R 1 B bRdERD, AR
FEHCH 2.7; T CEAT 80K Ty BE 1 H i 2 SRR R &
IIKF(O-PCE), [l &8N 40%, HEFFS BN EE
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K F AT Ca(OH), WAL, 7K e 2% 44 (R sk 14 L
Wi, FH TR H A PCE IRyl 28 R .

F1 EMENCRRYLF AT YEER

Table 1 Chemical and mineralogical composition of cement

Oxides Mass fraction/% Minerals Mass fraction/%
CaO 62.98 CsS 59.38
SiO, 22.28 CsS 15.59
ALO; 5.12 C;A 7.28
Fe,03 4.19 C4AF 11.64
SOs 2.39 CaS0,42H,0 5.14
MgO 1.78 Others 0.97
K,0 0.58
TiO, 0.24
Na,O 0.21
Others 0.23
12 Wik7E
1.2.1  PCE M5 M S5 ARAE
1) GHITE
J2H8 n(IPEG):n(AA):N(BA)=1:1:3. 1:2:3. 1:3:3,

1:4:3. 1:5:3. 1:6:3. 1:7:3 (n W) A EL 91 43
HIFREL IPEG. AA F1 BA, H,0,. VC #il 3-MPA [¥]
FHEHIN AR SR 1.00%- 0.15%F1 0.35%. ]
U B INAFRELF I IPEG FIZB 7K, BiHLE
T 45 ClafR/KsIt, Bk 200~400 r/min,
JE BN EE RS E IPEG 7820 T s K AA R BA L il i
“AW”, 3-MPA. VC 1% B /KELHI B ;s
IPEG 58 4@ )5, 17 DY EBeIi A — P I\ Hy0,,
J& 3 8 B DA R DY R A A i n A VR B
T IMTERUS, #7825 BTk 2R [ 5 B g R
T 40%, kSRR HEFE 30 min; A RAEHEER,
KFH NaOH WA pH HZ 6~7, #hAREH T K
T BN 40%, A5 3] PCE BE

2) ZEHFRAE

FIFH B 1535 (41572:(GPC)I € PCE FE i () =
B EMY B0 FEM). 20 HutiE
(PDI=MW/Mp)#1 IPEG HI#4b % . RH 0.1 mol/L
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NaNO; ERAE MR, H#EA 0.6 mL/min; K]
ANE TR 2 BEPEGE AR EY 5 ; R
BEiR BN (25+1) Co

FIH Fourier 28421 #b 1 VL (FTIR), 18IS HE 98
2 R FH(ATR)X PCE HI'E REFERIEAT 1704, X
5y EQUINOXS5, Wit A 570~4 000 cm ™',
SR 7 T8 7 000 (2B PCE 5
HHATIBENTIR4E, SRIGE T 45 CRIES MM N EFRE
it 5 2 [ AOIR P AT
122 JKEHKMBE %I GB/T 8077—2012
CIRAEE AN A1 R 7772 A e Il 7K e
FR VIR E . S & KJEF e, KK R
0.29, PCE HJ#rlEE &5 ml /K it 2 0.10%-
0.15%%1 0.20%.
123 KRBT H&KIeRE R,
IREPEE A 0.5, T /K EKEMELL (5 O-PCE 41>
I RENE IR HILE 130~140 mm Ji5 , [ 52 KK EE R 0.24,
O-PCE K s:ie= Hifil PCE [HT[E B &3 N/K Ve
B 0.15%. K /KVE R BB T W oy A AT R
<1 N 40 mmx40 mmx 160 mm FRIE T, ZEFRUETR D
FEHRENQ20£1) Cy HXTHEE KT 90%] 7 i 77
1 d JERE, SR SP-175 LIRSS e 46 A A
IR VTR KB (Lo), R E R & T T4 79 F
[ R(20+3) °C, AHXHRSE J9(50:4)%] 73 2 E
W, MR, R AT R R, TR
Sl RN WP

a:ﬁii&wma (1)

144

e SRR BB A t(d)ls 10 i 4 2
Lo AR E 1 d @I EKE, mm; Lo oAk
AR E KR, mm; 144 NREH K,
mmo.
124 PCEFWFRMK S KA EETKFE O-PCE
F1 SR-PCE 43 A BC i B B4 0.1% 0.3%- 0.5%-
1.0%- 3.0%- 5.0%F1 10.0%¥, K QBZY %
B4 B sh R H K S 0CE IS A1 SR VA E PCE ¥
ORI AR
125 KEERBILEHRMZAERER ¥ PCE %
fif T 1A Ca(OH), ¥ H LA H PCE HI7K e 2
LI . ABEFH, 73504 O-PCE 1l SR-PCE #
fife T AN Ca(OH), ¥ HH C il A FE A 2% IR
I 50 g WRINNELAR N 105 mm (IR A, HHE
F(30+1) 'C FIXHREA(65+2)% T, Wk
AR AR T &, Rl R ORISR ZE R

FIFTE e PR T RRIR R ISR ) & SRR . 1295 -
A
m, —m
V= 2 2
53 (2)

X v AR, g/ecm®h); my AT
WILEMRRT R, g5 ma NV TG, a i B
JE MR R, g5 S OMIBFRILAN AR TRL, cm’;
a NI EYILE IR I BEI E], b

1.2.6 FLBUKEIERAT N RH RE4DE B
FARA R A=K 25H PQ-001 K37 #% Wi Lk
('H-NMR)/ i, 43555 n O-PCE I SR-PCE
(R 7K B AR DL K 2 HE A R 7K e SR AR AE R TR K A B B
FLBR K AR ES S AR AT 4007 o ZKUBIRAR I
JKIKEEH 0.29, O-PCE 1 SR-PCE 4[5 845K
KSR 0.15% H4 MK Ve IR 7K R ]
0N 0 B, KB RT & e e, SCRIEL 12 g /K
BRBIMANZHGRE P %5, £Q23+£2) CTFF
1 2 F0 s B 1] S5 AT IR

2 BR5E

2.1 AA ¥ PCE 98U 8ES M

TEK T ARG IR, PCE £ 55 L IRIRE
B P PR RS B0 2 R T4k AR R, TR ] K Ve R K 7K
F= R AT IE FL I X3, PCE [ 3Bk KM 65 25 7=
A2 ) o7 BELE A B0 AR ELHE R 270, Rk, PCE
HH R i S5 T PR 356 A2 i L 2 HOPE R 11 S e 2% A o
NEFNER AT E, RIERT AA e R RN
FRIIAR R NAETE BA =Tk R, MAEI5IN—
EE K BA, [ n(IPEG):n(BA)A 1:3, #EM#E
Fi AA FHEXT PCE 4r B ERE I 2 ma o a6 25 S
Bl 1 Fs.

n is in mole.

1 AA Xf PCE 73Uk RE I R
Fig. 1 Effect of AA on dispersion performance of PCE
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A LLA Y, 24 n(IPEG):n(AA):n(BA) 7 1N 1:1:3
A 1:2:3 B, KIEHKAEAE PCE B8 FIEAR
N, R AA S EEBALH PCE AR A& U RE .
Perm AA MARE, KledKinsh gL, |
BE% PCE BaEMES, KIEHKMINE REE K.
2 n(IPEG):n(AA):n(BA) A 1:5:3 5}, /KIeid 3¢ sh
JE1E 3 Fi PCE B8 NA B KMl RUIMLA T
2 R4 10 PCE /- HUtk B i« 3 — B4 AA
FHER, KEHRREN AR, H&H IR
N, 3% KA BEES PCE A IPEG F-2 S A 5 P,
2 (Al BEAE F A s s -
2.2 BA X} PCE 7814 BEFR 48 4 BE RO #2 1

7 2.1 AL F, {R¥F nOPEG):n(AA) N 1:5,
HE— B VEIR LA R L EH BA H &% PCE 4-#utE
REANk A PERE M2, 25 5 7 an i 2 FIiE 3 B .

HE 2 ATLUEH, 4 n(PEG):n(AA):n(BA)N
1:5:0 I, ZKIRIFHRIRANBE TN, B BA F2 130,
IKVe1F BN BE BB S, 24 n(IPEG):n(AA):n(BA)
N 1:5:5 I, KIEERIRBE RN . ANF PCE B
NKVE RIS B B AR A — B X — i
5L, PCE 7 F4ityrh BA (hHEE —E Y
Je, HATEUERE S WA PR

3 " LAEH, 7E PCE 2 74 5] X BA
HKJS, B0 PCE BV Tl 4 28 W35 sk, H
PCE 4> 454 BA LLBER K, #0310 T i %
/N, 58S BA ) PCE[N(IPEG):n(AA):n(BA)
LSO 2R ARG, 4 n(IPEG):n(AA):n(BA) N
1:5:4 B, 0% PCE P HKIL 3 d F1 7 d T E 4
I 40%0L E, 28 d TR D 21.52%,
60 d T-JEU 4 2298/ 9.80%

2 BA Xf PCE 7 HiUIt: e A 52
Fig. 2 Effect of BA on dispersion performance of PCE

FRREE R, 2 n(IPEG):n(AA):n(BA)
N 1:5:4 i, BT PCE Sl WA ik AE A
AR VERE, B HAE NI = H W 1A T R R R R
JR7KFH(SR-PCE), #f—# 5145 O-PCE )i 1 s
HATRTEE, RS R WK 4 Fros. ATULEH, 58
Jn O-PCE WIHb 2 AHLL, 450 SR-PCE P I 3 d
A7 d TR R IR Z) 60%, 28 d T4 R
WD T 20.76%, 60 d TIRILAEZRED T 10.31%,
TIE B O SR 2 R

B3 3BAE BA LI PCE D3 BRI (¥ 5
Fig. 3 Effect of PCE grafted with different BA ratio on drying
shrinkage of mortar

Bl 4 AS[A PCE X b3 T R 4 (H s i
Fig. 4 Effect of different PCE on drying shrinkage of mortar
2.3 SR-PCE 9 F4MFRIE

GPC F1 FTIR %} SR-PCE [{]4) T &5 f AL 45 R
gy 2 fE s Fros.

HHER 2 AJ%n, Frifil &1 SR-PCE, HE3 T8
FE 51853 5104 30 500 F151 900, 4bF PCE 1)
L EIEHEL 20 EEEECN 1.7, £ SR-PCE
K TR NESY, W—PERIF, KE¥iE IPEG
[P E R 88.3%, RIHRE RMNIHATREATEA.



5155 5 W
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# 2 SR-PCE K] GPC R4 R
Table 2 GPC test results of SR-PCE

M, My PDI(Mw/Mp)

Conversion rate of IPEG/%

30500 51900 1.7 88.3

K5, £E3 000~3 100 cm ' JEEA, RHI
BRI C—H TR, B8R R AR TR RS
PRTESR AR R Ol 58 4 3Bk . 76 3 200~3 650 cm '
2882 cm ' F11 112 cm ' 4b, 23 BB T #24E T IPEG
AR R ) FR 5 (—OH) . H 3 (—CH;) M ik I (—C—
O—C—)RFIEM IS e, R BH IPEG H A B D #E4%
F| PCE 7> 7 1 720 ecm ' At AA TR IR I
(—COO) I AR BN, FAT AA )44 3] PCE
FH; 5A4E BA 1 PCE[N(IPEG):n(AA):n(BA)
4 1:5:0]4HEL, SR-PCE 7£ 1 145 cm ' 4bHII T BA
FSFRIE(—COOC—) [ S TR A 4 i 5 U6

K5 SR-PCE [ FTIR i
Fig. 5 FTIR spectra of SR-PCE

FIRRAELE R R, IPEG. AA Fl BA B
RAERA RN, Friil %) SR-PCE 15T 45
Kl 6 frs.

2.4 SR-PCE B4EHIES R

MR - A P BN K 72,
TEVRAEE T 2R N SRR R AR SL AR KRR E
&4 0.03~1 000 um FIELIFL; BAHFLF K SBEE
IKVEARA I FE B K /3 I Bm s . —J7 1,
2 YL A 7K R AR IR 2548 SR ZK AN T RHR 25
B, 2 FECEYIFL A 7 5] IR e AR R ;
7, BEE LSRR SRR RS H I, BT
KK IWAFAE, FLER X BASLE I — A5
BAE IRAMESE. FHMERRIER T, el
R R AR ZED) . B 7 B K
P,

M8 OB B SCHRLS, 15, 19, 24]HEWT SR-PCE &
I I SR K Y 2R A R R R T 9K ) AN 28 R R I

6 SR-PCE {7 T4 H s
Fig. 6 Molecular structure schematic of SR-PCE

7 BHEKRFURER
Fig. 7 Schematic diagram of capillary tension theory

SN 7K PR SR A B R IE RS AR AT DR R S B HL D e
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20cosf

FLrb LIS H i A RIS 73K/ ;

fEBMAL A A — LT, FRIRALE
V) 2 T 7K AT LA R AR LV VO B Al AL
FA 77, a3k g b VR e i R R A o AN TRIIR E )
O-PCE #1 SR-PCE ¥ ¥ 1 22 [i1 5K /7 ik 45 S an & 8
FT7R o

A PAE Y, B0 2 Fh PCE #4777 DL IR PR /K 1)
K5k 71, 5 O-PCE ¥ iAHLL, SR-PCE ¥«
5k 1K, Bk, SR-PCE VAR oK /1
RHEG AR R 2 —. dE—DH, 4
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K8 AS[FHRSE [ O-PCE I SR-PCE VAR IM K 7k 11
Fig. 8 Surface tension of O-PCE and SR-PCE solutions in
different concentrations

WK /NT 1%I5, SR-PCE iEWR IR IRTK IBE%
TP BB B35 PR AK: MIEOIREER T 1%,
BRI N, SR-PCE ¥4V 12 i 5K 71 PR IR
Eitass, X—45 0% H, SR-PCE EX—HEBE
¥ [ P B AT B ARy Uk A R, X AR T AT
% PCE & 138N, REE - Igatt eIt A me s
BBl

242 ZFEREE  REMA Ca(OH), i lAEIIK
PFAFUB M BRIE RS, 43 5l A i O-PCE
Al SR-PCE, &7t 2 # PCE X /K AR FLIB W& R
AR, 2R WMNE 9 FR.

K9 4 SR-PCE F1 O-PCE FBA 75 A 2 -k
Fig. 9 Evaporation rate test of alkali solution mixed with
SR-PCE and O-PCE

M 9 7TLLEH, O-PCE #i1 SR-PCE I A
> T YA Ca(OH), VAR 78 K% %, H SR-PCE
IVE AR N 3 . PCE VE A —Fh R i 1t 771,

Hoor T4 S RIS I AR R S K 2L A1
A 5K TG RRERE, N K7 M2 S
gL, DK IZEE R . BEAh, TE SR-PCE 1,
B BA FURGI N B EAEB IR EE T 2 R K,
AT BER IR £, B0 B 2 R IR IR A A2
3, BRI R oA B 0T,

M 9 B TTLE H, BEAE IR AR, 3 4H

TIFN Ca(OH), W& W11 28 i 26 35 8 T PR A%, HF HL
2 044 PCE MIMIFT Ca(OH), 1A R 1) 75 R i % W
e, — 7, Bl DR A g sg i, AR PR
TESHH CO, &5 Ca(OH), KA SN A K
CaCO; (Wi FE b R B 3 I IEZ BT AR % ) ,
I T 5K AR R ETVR, SRS K
HRIRHBRAE. 5771, SR-PCE FREGIE A /K iR
RN, B KRR e E, W R AR
BRI T B IR BRI R, K AR R N B 2 B )
VA, WP RBIR B TR ENEE T RE,
& SR-PCE M1 Ca(OH), 15 R A 76 K R AR
B F L .
243 fLBUKITRA L ARAESCHTRT T g RO,
"H-NMR AJ LAR 4R AE 7K e 3 4 b A [R) A A 85 e
K BE S, FTCUHRIR A 2245 G K . WK
FLBRAK PA K B K ) & 2 S H AR . e, 5
5 U R i B R VR THIAR v DA BRI 22 /0, Bl ALK T,
b TR 1) ] DL WA [R5 R K i B RS, W]
DA skt % B 0 4K 7K B A B9 O 58 3 AT 48 I O
'H-NMR 1, T, st ¥t [alite, &0 Bt i K 4
FAEH AR 10 AR N, KT ATTESL
BRI LA RN . B TR AR AR I 4 5 AL
SERIFIFLIR KR ZVIAHOC, RIS T, St FR IS a] /)
F 20 ms FIFLER/K AT "THNMR BEAT IR 04T, 45 5
Wik 10 iR

HE 10 ATLLE 1, BEE KRS, 3 MAFE
FLBR K A AR 8 RSB 9 /) WAy BB R AE S A
Xy IR 3 AMREE ALK & RAEABERD, fL
BAWAEREA N, BRI AKTE SRR v 0, B
IKVERIZR AL, SRR B FL IR K B AS W Hh s #E AR D
AT AR B, AT TARFEHE . R FLIR,
A AR IZ BRI BT, FLAR BN .

ARG, Bl 10a , MKESKIES 5 min
W, 3 AR S S 0 U 5 K B/ MK IR N
O-PCE KIiREG4L. #5111 SR-PCE HIiR 56 4L AN N
PCE MIZ A, i )EH, XZ&F B O-PCE
F1 SR-PCE HI7K e IR BA S I 1) 40 B, 7K e
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10 4l SR-PCE #1 O-PCE /K Ve 3 AN FIZK AL L) "HNMR U3
Fig. 10 "HNMR test of cement slurry mixed with SR-PCE and O-PCE at different hydration stages
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WUk L I TS /KU BURL IR A K 2 FHORE T 2, 0
st E K. 25, BEE/KALE M, SEAR
A 56 B ST B 3 1 451 O-PCE Al SR-PCE 146411

(1, X i T2 AR K TR R T B R

Z 5K K BTk b T8 I PCE s 4110, XL
BK RO FER D, TH-NMR 7559 56 4 FLER /K thah
W, Bk, BEER ARG, SRR FLRK g
BRI 795 PCE RIS MIEE . Il 10b
ATUAEH, KSRGS 3 hinh, SHHENE
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XM T, st EIAH LE T8 0 PCE (035841 o
B, ROUCET<FLBRA BT E M FLBR LR TE N 24T
WIWNIRZH N PCE B — & MZERCERY ™, 3 h
i, Z IR K IR H AR A L T-45 i PCE 56 21 5 4%
Ik IRAS, “FLBRUK I E R /N, [Hi
"H-NMR 3845 BLRAE 10 2 BR AL < LA th i ik
N Z 5, SR BTN T, st 1) IZ 7k
T 0 PCE IR o X AN BE S /K Ve 1k 4h
T4k, 50 PCE 5641 B T 7K Y Jkr 43 i 4 7k
W75y . PLELL 5 4R E 25, FLAR TR/,

X LE 5 SR-PCE {56 20 A5 in O-PCE 46 4H
ff) "H-NMR SR &4E Rl ORI : KV Sk & R
5 min I, 11 SR-PCE {56 41 (1) WgAE 28 2L 450
O-PCE I HMIEEM E; 3 h J5, %I SR-PCE
TG 2H 1R VA 5 P T 4R 88T s T4 O-PCE 36
ALK o FLUGEAT B0 ML T, S BRI A) 4R 280 /N - B
ET450 O-PCE 5411, FK BB SR-PCE [#ik
B 2H AE AR AE R AR PN 3 AT /N FLAR AN 2 S R 45 4
X FLBRK FITEFERE 2D, SR-PCE W] LA$E R FLER /K
R FRRE J7. X tJE SR-PCE BA B4 R4 FL 1)
—AMNEEERH,

3 £

1) M IPEG. AA 1 BA & JF Rl [ k3t
A BT — PP AR o B BE TR AR 11 BE 1R 98 4 B R
FRIR RIHKF. KA GPC Al FTIR %f 5145 kg ik
ITRAE, RGBT B B R IR RIBOK T FF A T
SV A, BT, Sl
Ko

2) T EiTER I, FELRUEIL R 2 Ut AR
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