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Cloning and Characterizatic Analysis of MfWRKY3 Gene in Medicago falcata
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Abstract: To explore the role of MfWRKY 3 in regulating the response of Medicago falcata to stresses, the
MfWRKY3 gene was cloned from wild Medicago falcata in this study, and the characteristics of it encoded pro-
tein and the expression pattern were preliminarily identified. The results showed that the length of MfWRKY3
ORF (open reading frame) is 1575 bp, encoding a protein with 524 amino acids, predicted molecular mass of
57.36 kDa and an isoelectric point of 6.96. The MfWRKY3 had transcriptional activation activity and was
localized in the nucleus, belonging to the WRKY [ sub-group transcription factor member. Meanwhile, it was
found that the MfWRKY3 gene had the highest expression level in the leaves of Medicago falcate, and the its
expression in the roots, stems and leaves were regulated by salt, low temperature and ABA treatment. How-
ever, the salt stress could significantly induce the expression of MfWRKY 3 gene. These findings laid a founda-
tion for further investigating the biological function and molecular mechanism of MfWRKY3 in regulating the
response of Medicago falcata to abiotic stresses.
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&t 2 (Ipomoea batatas) SPF 1 (sweet potato fac-
tors 1) J& B > s B AR A% 19 WRKYs G SE AL
LB IF (Arabidopsis thaliana) AtWRKY 3 % 1% 5
AtWRKY 4 2544 MUY 2 1N T, H R GR 3200 1 A
JK # 2 (Salicylic acid, SA) ¥ & , AtWRKY3 J& T
WRKY T 5%, E e MM AN, B HA S W-
box [ 1 , 75 AF ¥ 1 257 FE 4K 5 37 AU (necrotrophic)
9o JE TR ) B 8 o R T R R E AP R AE Y R
i W I AGWRKY3 M AIWRKY4 1335,
T 14 58 0L 5T 89 35 P % (Reactive oxygen, ROS)
T BRAE 7, e 24 i 0L R T T AR e A
¥ (Nicotiana attenuata) NaWRKY 3 f& B HU R 2 3
, W B R Wk (Manduca sexta) 7 W B 45 v A2 3
WRKY3 B #2357 o 3 i (Solanum Lycopersicum)
SIWRKY3 & nl Lk 4 5 W-box B #% & H ,
SIWRKY 3 ) 2 3k n] H Al 52 b B PR 5 =, JF
2 5 3 i R e 0 R TR SIWRKY 338 1 45
4 TPKI1b(Tomato protein kinase 1b) 3 & & 3l F 4
W -box 1 il Je 3 15, i 1 3 2o 31 45 1 9 SA FTROS
& 1 VA 95 3 i X K A A A (Botrytis cinerea) #)
i 2 P B B G (Solanum pimpinellifolium)
SpWRKY3 i if i 5 PR (Pathogenesis-related) %k
PRI 2 3K T 2 ROS B2 DR 47 240 i 15 4 52 B0 9 75
(Phytophthora infestans) {405 % , 1F [n] 94 22 3 Jifi X 25
W PE B P HE . WRKYS3 18 K % (Hordeum vul-
gare) FURY IR B 3% W& Bgh(Blumeria graminis {. sp.
hordei) . i i 72 &40 N 7 7R L, H WRKY 3
#% SnRK1(Sucrose non-fermenting-related kinase 1)
B W2 Ak 5 AT R A A ] T o S R (Malus X
domestica Borkh. ) MdWRKY 3 i i 45 & £ Wy A 1k
fitt MdPPO7 (polyphenol oxidase) % K i 3 1 ) W-
box JC A 35 H ik, #E 1 2 5 3R UV R E 194 1k
WA KEAE (Osmanthus fragrans) OFWRKY 3 1
FEIK WA B SA , 2K #1 B2 (Jasmonic acid , TA) F1 i 7% B2
(Abscisic acid, ABA) [ 4b 2, H OfWRKY 3 1] LL 4%
AP MR R BN A B OfCCD4 (carotenoid
cleavage dioxygenase) % [ i 3+ 1) W-box , # 1 1E
895 OfCCD4 By Kk e i B-5 P M (1AM A
B DL B g i 2% B WRKY 3 78 14 15 AH 4 i
N7 30 5 3 ok A v e % R A

EfE R WRKY B BF 5 A i il , 5 3 A
(Medicago truncatula) MtWRKY 76 B.A 8 75 i #h
PRI BT R /R DY B AE E T8 (Medicago sativa)

MsWRKY 33 i it #4 7 MsERF5 i # 3§ bk ROS %
4 oem R P, MsWRKY44 1] 5 MsMGT7 #i
MsCIPK23 3 8l ¥ 45 & I a4 3R 5k #F i 7 Mg
FALES 5% 5z FIRR B 8 19 55 46 1 4 X IR S 1 Tif
Z MY MsWRKY42 3£ H ) % 3k 52 NaCl, PEG |
fIC IR P 38 DA K ABA W IE 5 5, v 2 5 Z R aE 4
Yy aa &, BAEE T (Medicago falcata) M 75
I I RN BT RE TR E Y R R B A
VEYIPUIE S Bl 2R B U (R AR
e WRKY 5 1 A0 CWF 5 A 4 i . MfWRKY 40
2235 %7 T R Wi S, B MIWRKY40 i# i $2 &
Il 2 R O it A R e S Ak T T M R Y R T
JoipaE ot o AR R I S T R S A A
TG A EW T T RN ENSTSA
WRKY 25 #3814 22 5 Rk LK . e e S ah b, A DF
FE MRS T 2 R R B K MfWRKY3 1 ORF J7
G, 538 T MfWRKY 3 () R IR 3 R PE 4 Y
BT 40 60 5 57 R Bt S) T T M A AR S R R
T MfWRKY 3 B 4= ) 24 D) 6 5 52 JE il

1 MB5RFE
1.1 R4

LB T AR 61 B 2R B AR
By AR A9 T D

&, TR A

1.2 KEHE

1.2.1 FZMF3E R A RNA R kB R
5 He SCHER O AR RO AR AR 4 R KRR g R
2R R R R A T B 4RI 4l 3 0 AR R
F & A 200 mmol-L ! NaCl, 100 mmol-L. ' ABA &Y
1/2 Hoagland & F2 W h i A7 b 20 . o 4 J5 I8 4 B %
T 4°CHIA 9 1/2 Hoagland , 3-8 F K A= 1L 55 37
6 (SPX-0328, T ML /R AL & R & A IR AR DACT
B R AT R e kb ¥, fE4b30,1,3,6,12,24 h
B, e R M 25 M ERA S GRS FIH
TRIzolif 5 CCWBio, 4t 5% ) 4 B A 5 19 5 RNA

1.2.2 MfWRKY3# %% DL LR H B RNA N
M, 28 Pri-meScript™ [l 1" Strand cDNA Synthesis
Kit( Takara) JZ % 5 5% cDNA, # I 5 #) MfW 3-F/
RGE D#FATPCRY . RIWVAKFR :cDNA 1 plL 5X
PrimeSTAR® GXL DNA Buffer 5 pL.. PrimeSTAR
GXL DNA Polymerase(1.25 U-pl.- D1 pL. [dNTPs
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(2. 5mmol-L D2 pL 54910 2 pmol-1L.~ )4 2 pl. fI G
B K 12 ple P73 25444 : 95 °C 5 min; 95 °C 1 min,
57 °C 305,68 °C 90's,30 MG ;72°C 20 min il A, 4l

L PCR*WIJG 2 T, DNA Ligase 5[ 2 pMD19-T #;
7, POk AL pMD19-T-MfWRK Y 3 & DH5a J5 3k
PR TR R AR T2 I 553 #7 o

®1 REFHESY
Table 1 The primers used in this study

BIEZERS SR8 iDL A H iR B
Primer name Primer sequence(5'to 3) Restriction enzyme cutting site Size of fragment
MIW3-F GCTCTAGA CATATGATGTCAACAACCAC Xba 1 ,Nde | 1603 bp
MI{W3-R GAGCTC GTCGACTTATACAATGATTTG Sal 1 ,Sac 1
MI{W3-NT1-F GCGAATTCATGTCAACAACCACC EcoR 1 699 bp
MI{W3-NT1-R GCGTCGACAGGTTTGTCAATAGG Sal 1
MIW3-NT2-F GCGAATTCATGTCAACAACCAC EcoR | 1420 bp
MI{W3-NT2-R GCGTCGACGACATCATGATTATG Sal 1
MI{W3-CT1-F GCGAATTCGCTGCTAGAAACAGC EcoR 1 181 bp
MIW3-CT1-R GCGTCGACTTATACAATGATTTGCTC Sal 1
MI{W3-CT2-F GCGAATTCGCAGATGACGGC EcoR 1 911 bp
MIW3-CT2-R CGCGTCGACTTATACAATGATTTGC Sal 1
MIW3-D-F GCGAATTCGCAGATGACGGC EcoR | 743 bp
M{W3-D-R GCGTCGACGACATCATGATTATG Sal 1
pC-MfW3-F GCGAGCTCATGTCAACAACCAC Sac | 1591 bp
pC-MfW3-R GCGTCGACTACAATGATTTGCTC Sal |
MIEF1la-F GTGGTGGAGTCAATGATAAG 147 bp
M{EF1la-R TAAGGCTGAGCGTGAAAG
MW 3q-F TGGCTTCACCTCTTGCTTTCTCTTC 169 bp
MIW3q-R GAAGGACTCAAACCAGGTGGAACAG

1.2.3 MfWRKY3 5 9 5 #  FlFH SnapGene F {f:
g3 Mt MfWRKY3 % 11 & 5 /2 )5 51 , 'l SMART
(https: //smart. Embl. de) 43 # 2& [ 5 £ <5 45 /4 35,
2 ExPASy (https://web. expasy. org/protparam) 43
B 28 1 T A B M BT, R MEGA 32F B R ALAR v
(Maximum likelihood ) #4 £ # fb #4 , Bootstrap {H % &
1000, FI Hf DNAMAN 6. 0 %4 #E 47 2 11 5 7] 95
Pt %t o Bl Deeplo-c-2. 1 Chttps://services.
healthtech. dtu. dk/serv ices/Deepl.oc-2. 1/) i il il
4 M %€ A7 . A Fl SOPMA Chttps://npsa. lyon.
inserm. fr/cgibin/npsa_automat. pl page=/NPSA/
npsa_sopma. htmD) 1 SWISS-MODEL (https://
swiss model. expasy. org/) TN — 2% F1 = 4544 .

1.2.4 MfWRKY3 &£k 54 4B B AR
R i CABA AR BAR BRAR (25 B RNA 28 Prime-
Script™RT reagent Kit with gDNA FEraser Kit
(Takara) #E17 [ 5 £ 3K 45 19 cODNA M BidR , M/EF [a
A E I EP F) A Chromo4 Real-Time PCR 4%
(Bio-Rad) , K B8 TB Green Premix Ex Taq™ 1I
(Takara) Ut B #F 47 PCR & o A5 f& &= 4 : TB
Green Premix Ex Taq I1(2>x)10. 0 p.,M{W3q-F/R
(10 pmol-L D (5 1) 45 0.8 pl.,cDNA 2.0 pl., J&

RNase 7K (RNase-free Water)6. 4 pul., R 214 H
95°C 1 min;95°C 5's,58°C 30s,72°C 20 s, 40 MEH ;
WA £ 65°C & 95°C, B 0.5 CHFLE 55, 2 20
EPNTRM RS R, B3Ny EEE M3
MEARER .

1.2.5 MfWRKY3 & 28 o T 42 5 4 FIH S Y
pC-MIW3-F/R(# 1, Lk pMD19-T-MfWRKY3
BAR B 3 KB & k% P 5, = aifk s 5
pCAMB-TA1300(358-sGFP) % Sac Tl Sal 1H§ Y]
afi fk J5 4 # pCAMBIA1300 (358: MfWRKY3-
SGFEP)Y# 4K , fiv 4 J pC (35S: MfW3-sGFP) , #: 4k
DH5a J5 #R 15 B sa B R AR . 28R PCRBED) %6 /8 I
W 3k, A VR Al pC (35S : MW 3-sGFPO#% Ak
Z GV3101. 4RI AL AR 2 YEB B Rl (3%
20 pmol-L " AS A1 10 mmol-L ' MES) 1 28°C 7 1%
Bigt . MBI ODgA1. 21,4000 remin 'B5.0>» 5 min
W AR A, 2% i (10 mmol- L' MgCl,, 20 pmol-L !
ASHI10 mmol-1. ' MES) S & H I B 2 ODgpo=
1. 0o SRJE7E RIS hE R F 4 h, IE W AR
F 5906 H AR 36 hm , BYHGE 2R/t Rl e, Tk
MR 25 pgemL ' 4,6- T BREE-2-FE 05|k (4, 6-
diamidino-2-phenylindole, DAPD %% (&, 20 min J& ,
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WO 3 R A W RO W %K. K IR DL # ik pCAM--
BIA1300(35S-sGFP)H GV3101 At e .

1.2.6 MfWRKY3 # F #% # ¥ &2 K 4
MIWRKY 3 45 #4 5007 &, 43 3 5 1 2 i 42 4 S o3
A B 51 MfW3-NT1-F/R, MfW3-NT2-F/R,
M{W3-CT1-F/R,M{W3-CT2-F/R fl M{W3-D-F/R
(£ D ,PCRY G4 F Bofgife )5 , LA pGBKT7
g B A KR pG-MIW 3, pG-MIW3-NT1, pG-
MfW3-NT2, pG-MfW3-CT1, pG-MfW3-CT2 #
pG-M{W 3-domain, F i LiAc 6 ik 2 (R 5% b iz
BER AHL09,28 SD/ Trp i it & PCR %5 345 FH VG
b1E . BB AZ SD/Trp T 30CEHERE
ODyoo=0. 5, B E 101,107,105 J5 2 B 1
SD/Trp FMISD/Trp His /X-a-Gal(5 mg-mL & {4
iRt 1, 30°CHE 3R 3 d, M B A A K e i e, i
LA 4k pGBKT7-53+pGADT7-T Jy FH ¥ |, % 1k
pGBKT7-Lam+pGADT7-T kB 1%t HE .

1.3 HiELIE
$ 4 % H GraphPad Prism 9. 0 %% {4 #F 47 &b 2 1
TEE .

2 HBRESMW

2.1 MfWRKY3 FF 5|5 #f

28 RT-PCR Y™ 14 J L Pk R I, 485 2R b /R AR A5 il
KN 25 CRLTAD , 22 I 43 M7 3K 45 1575 bp Y
TF I 15 352 HE 2 3], 4 1 524 4> 28 5L 1% 4 25 1 5 (&
1B) o 4546 3 W /R g i 2 & A 2 AN
WRKY 25 #3843 59 4 T 25 11 1 )7 51) 228~286 {3z Al
410~469 7 (E 1B, 2A) , 3 B A 24 C.H, BE 8 4514
(FE1B), # B e AR A 1Y HE B WRKY S5 PR 505 %
B E S T WRKY 1 WRBEE G . EE R
Blast 73 #r 2 W1 1% 2 1% 2 1 5 MtWRKY 3 119 [A] 5
5 (98. 0%, PR MoK 2 B A i 45 9 MfWRKY 3.

2.2 MfWRKY3&# 5 #r

MIWRKY 3 & 1 i 5r 7 & 4y 57. 36 kDa, H it
AR R 696, HEALH 2 M A Bl MEWRKY 3 5 41
el B CTrifolium pratense) | % 46 5 (Spatholobus
suberectus) . K 5 (Glycine max) %6 & F ¥
WRKY3 1936 2 5¢ R B0 (] 2B) o 90 45 4 T

g8 R B ook MIWRKY3 £ % & M W % i
(83.97%0) «a-M2JE (7. 44 %) FN5E 4= i1 J& (8. 59 %) 45
Fay 2 B I 2C) , H = g g5 4 il 45 S (& 2D) 5 —
G 2 K TN 25 AT

2.3 MfWRKY3IEFEABLAREDH

MfWRKY 3 1) 4 255 5 1 & 3k 73 B 45 2R (A
3ADERW]  MfWRKY 3 7E B A6 H 5 40 i i A ZE Rt
th B KRG8 B AEM R b AR XS R A AR B E &
TFAEAR P B A E (P<0. 00D, M fE 25 b iy Kk &
B Em AR FRBEE(P<0. 0D,

2.4 MfWRKY3 W Bz B iB B9 R 3% 45 47

AW 58 3 — 4 F H Real-time PCR 43 # 1 £ i
10 MRIERE A ABA A BFEXT MW RKY 3 F3k 5500 ,
SE R AR A AR PR RT - MW RK Y 3TE 85 A6
T M ZEA g ek B (B 3B 7E A 6 h s, &4 41
M REEY S R EZER D FEZE R EP
0.001), HAEMME 24 hJ5 YR IK 5 ARV IR A
WA 15, 174% (16. 36 5 F1 23. 22 4% . MfWRKY3 %
B E AR 25 b AB A &b BB AN R A
KA CE 30 ,ABAFE S 1 h ] i 8 &% S
MfWRKY3TERHF IR (P<C0. 00D, I Ji5 #2315 & fil
Aab B[R] ST T B AEATS 35 i T R Rk i (P<<
0.05), 7EZEH , ABA ZLHF BYRT 12 h 935 8 3 T
MfWRKY3 33k (P<<0.05) ,{H A 24 h il 334
HEWHRIRTEEFEES . AT, ABALE S
IR 3 h NI A0 MfWRK Y 3 B35 , B AL P 6 h i}
A B E S MWRKY3 By 263k (P<<0. 00D, B &
M/WRKY3 W A9 N IR HE 24 hinf ) ik &
UL GESIN SR TE = 2

I 38 (& 3D) , MFWRK Y3 7 8 46 & 1%
M A ZEI A 1 h. 12 h #0124 hist 34 B % 55 T4
If F 3k 5 (P<<0. 05, 1M #E Wil 6 h B & 25 i F 40 4A
F k8 (P<0.01) s MfWRKY3 1E 25 tp 318 B AU TE
AbF 6 h A 24 hi 2 T ) IR Ak B (P<<0. 05),
Al b B BT[] 00 3RO R X 5 0 IR SR A R O B 3
265 s MfWRKY 375 M Hh 58 s 7R IR AL 2E 3 hif 12
F TR BR F kB (P<<0.01) , 1M 76 &b ¥ 12 h Al
24 h I A i 35 T W) iR 2 Gk 1 (P<<0. 00D . Z7 I
2 W] b 30 B, B4R A MYWRKY 3 AR L 25 At
rp S R AL R Rk
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2000 bp

MfWRKY3 SSLAGE YS YOG
MtWRKY3 SSLA SF

GmWRKY3 A . ASAADNSG Ki
1000 bp PaWRKY3 PSFFPENSTDNSFKEAT
TpWRKY3 S. . SGDFI SG.
SsWRKY3 AVAADNSG
GsWRKY3
MfWRKY3 225
MtWRKY3 224
GmWRKY3 223
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PR SBQTSNQCAP. ROLENIEENS ‘ > - 380
PaWRKYJ SD. . PSSNQGAHRQL TS PNP Ky 384
TpWRKY3 PENDP TSNOGALLP WPIE TS| F 374
SsWRKY3 g Fi ESDOTSNOGAP. WOL. 1S S| EP NF ) 305
GsWRKY3 S KSDOTS NOGAPPROL LB P NE . 278
MfWRKY3 456
MtWRKY?3 455
GmWRKY3 460
PaWRKY 462
TpWRKY3 452
SsWRKY?3 383
GsWRKY3 KHVERASEDPKANEEEY]
7inc-finger—
MfWRKY3 1 523
MtWRKY?3 520
GmWRKY3 527
PaWRKY3 529
TpWRKY3 519
SsWRKY 450
GsWRKY3 424

1 EWLHEEMIWRKY3REREBF S LI
Fig.1 Cloning of MfWRKY 3 from Medicago falcate and sequences alignment analyses
T A M/WRKY 3 5eHE 1 : By MYWRKY 3 4 fih 86 11 )5 51 B AR < 45 g 350
Note: A, Amplification map of MfWRKY3; B, Sequence and conserved domain of protein encoded by MfWRKY 3 gene
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Fig.2 Structural analysis of MfWRKY 3 protein
e A MIWRKY 343 5F 45 A 3 F0 5 B S MIWRKY 3 #E 4B #4434 5 C R MIWRKY 3 i G 25 F T 5 D > MIIW RKY 3 A9 = G 25 ¥4 15 0

Note: A, prediction of conserved domain of MfWRKY 3. B, phylogenetic tree analysis of MfWRKY 3. C, prediction of the secondary structure of
MIWRKY3. D, prediction of tertiary structure of MIWRKY 3

2.5 MfWRKY3HE L5 #7 L 5 A F50 I 43 A7 14 485 2R, R T AR AT TR A R 1 A A R
SR BT U, MEW RKY 3 5E {37 75 40 Jf 1% 14 3 R A0 i B B 3 35S MW 3-sGFP il 35S-
AT REME R K, R 93.9% o AT~ IE WA sGFP, {ff FH AL 548 B RUBE I , 25 51 R W i 32 5K

0.20
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Fig.3 Expression patterns of MfWRKY3
T8 A AR IRBE 0T s B o S Wit A0 5 C g ABA Ah B D S IR b b Bl s T 23 B AL R 7 P<0. 05, P<<0. 01, P<C0. 001 /K-
Note: A, tissue-specific expression pattern analysis. B, salt treatment. C, ABA treatment. D, low-temperature treatment. *, ** and *** indi-
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